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US, Taliban make progress in peace talks 

Ghani: Deal that could lead to American troop pullout will not compromise Afghans’ basic rights 


By Phillip Walter Wellman 

Stars and Stripes 

KABUL, Afghanistan — President 
Ashraf Ghani told Afghans on Monday that 
the rights they’ve gained since the US. in¬ 
vaded the country more than 17 years ago 
would not be jeopardized in any peace deal 
with the Taliban, as he urged insurgents to 
hold direct talks with his government. 

Ghani spoke in a televised address that 
followed six days of negotiations between 


US. and Taliban officials in Qatar, during 
which officials said “significant progress” 
was made at finding a peaceful solution to 
end America’s longest war. 

The Afghan government, which the Tal¬ 
iban has said it considers Washington’s 
“puppet,” has so far been excluded from 
the discussions that started last year. News 
of a possible breakthrough has left some 
Afghans worried that their future was 
being decided without their input. 

Ghani’s address appeared to be aimed at 


assuring his country that is not the case. 
In addition to promising their rights would 
be secured, he insisted there would be no 
final agreement without the full participa¬ 
tion of his government. 

“Our commitment is to provide peace 
and to prevent any possible disaster,” 
Ghani said. “There are values that are not 
disputable, such as national unity, national 
sovereignty and territorial integrity.” 

He went on to say the Taliban had two 
choices: to stand with the people of Afghan¬ 


istan or be used as a tool by other countries 
who profit from the ongoing conflict. 

The address followed a meeting between 
Ghani and Zalmay Khalilzad, the top US. 
negotiator at the Qatar talks. 

On Monday, Khalilzad acknowledged 
Afghans’ worries while speaking with the 
media. 

“The Afghan people are understandably 
concerned about their security,” Khalil¬ 
zad said. “We are working together to get 

SEE PEACE ON PAGE 7 



Navy couple faces 
nearly $12K bill to 
move dogs from 
Virginia to Guam 

By Wyatt Olson 
Stars and Stripes 

Early last month, Kenneth and 
Emily Sanders learned the Navy 
was transferring them from Norfolk 
to Guam at the end of February. 

The transfer was somewhat un¬ 
expected because Kenneth, a petty 
officer second class and master-at- 
arms, and his wife had been at Nor¬ 
folk Naval Station, Va., for only about 
a year after returning from a stint in 
Bahrain. 

But the real shock came weeks 
later when the couple learned how 
much it would cost to ship their two 
beloved German shepherds, Nautia 
and Phoenix, to Guam: $11,592. 

The couple find themselves being 
squeezed by an onerous flight route 
that spans half the globe and by 
United Airlines’ decision last year to 
stop transporting large dogs. 

The couple set up a GoFundMe 
account in hopes of defraying the 
cost of shipping the pair of 8-year- 
old dogs. By the last week of Janu¬ 
ary, they’d raised almost $1,000. 

“I’m smart enough to know that I 
probably won’t reach anywhere near 
my goal,” Emily Sanders said. “My 
family and friends are great. They’re 
Courtesy of Kenneth and Emily Sanders supporting me and I’m SO thankful 

Kenneth and Emily Sanders pose with their dogs Phoenix, left, and Nautia in this undated photo. The dogs will travel through Europe and ^ of money. ” 

South Korea on a multiple-day journey to Guam, where Kenneth will be assigned with the Navy for three years. SEE DOGS ON PAGE 5 
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Tukushima 50' filming starts 

Airmen actors re-create Operation Tomodachi at Yokota 


By Seth Robson 
Stars and Stripes 

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan 
— The home of U.S. Forces Japan 
was transformed into a mini-Tin¬ 
seltown on Monday when a group 
of Japanese filmmakers arrived to 
shoot a movie featuring American 
airmen and Air Force helicopters. 

“Fukushima 50,” which stars 
Academy Award nominee Ken 
Watanabe (“Inception,” “The Last 
Samurai”) and Koichi Sato, tells 
the story of Fukushima Daiichi 
nuclear power plant workers who 
mounted a heroic effort to bring 
damaged reactors under control 
after a devastating earthquake 
and tsunami in March 2011. 

The Yokota scenes relate to 
a fictional subplot that focuses 
on the relationship between one 
of the workers and a childhood 
American friend. 

The American character takes 
part in Operation Tomodachi, the 
U.S. disaster response that in¬ 
volved 24,000 U.S. servicemem- 


bers, 189 aircraft and 24 ships. 

Earher this month, the film¬ 
makers advertised for off-duty 
airmen to work as extras in the 
Yokota scenes at a rate of $120 for 
eight hours’ work. 

A pair of Air Force UH-1 Huey 
helicopters used during Monday’s 
shoot actually participated in Op¬ 
eration Tomodachi, according to 
Air Force Capt. Jonathan Coffey, 
30, of Fort Collins, Colo. 

During the rehef effort, the he- 
hcopters flew missions to map the 
radiation plume spreading from 
the nuclear plant, transported De¬ 
partment of Energy personnel and 
took relief supplies to troops in the 
field, he said. 

One of the airmen helping out 
Monday, Capt. Serio Flores, 33, 
said he got to see actors Bradley 
Cooper and Ed Helms up close 
when “The Hangover” was filmed 
in Las Vegas several years ago. He 
didn’t expect that sort of thing at 
Yokota. “It’s an interesting indus¬ 
try, so seeing the Japanese coun¬ 
terparts made me smile,” he said. 


Air Force Capt. Emerson Wo- 
emer, 27, of Indianapolis, who 
flew one of the Hueys during the 
Yokota scenes, said it was the first 
time he’d been involved in making 
a movie. “On the one hand, [the 
film shoot] was very normal be¬ 
cause we do the flying stuff all the 
time. But with all the movie peo¬ 
ple, there was a bit more to think 
about,” he said. 

“Fukushima 50,” which is due 
for release next year, is a per¬ 
sonal one for producer Nobuyu- 
ki Kajikawa. At the time of the 
earthquake, he was making an¬ 
other movie — “Space Brothers” 
— about sibling astronauts, he 
recently told Stars and Stripes. 
The project was put on hold, and 
he ended up working as a volun¬ 
teer in Miyagi prefecture, where 
thousands drowned or lost their 
homes in the tsunami, he said. 

“I saw so many American sol¬ 
diers helping the citizens and I ap¬ 
preciated it,” he said. 

robson.seth@stripes.com 
Twitter: @SethRobsonl 



Photos by Seth RoBSON/Stars and Stripes 


Above: U.S. servicemembers help clean up an elementary school 
in Ishinomaki, Japan, on April 2, 2011, after an earthquake and 
tsunami devastated northeastern Japan. Below: Air Force Capts. 
Jonathan Coffey, left, and Emerson Woerner eat lunch with others 
involved in the filming of “Fukushima 50” — based on events after 
the devastation — at Yokota Air Base, Japan, on Monday. 



White House recruiters in Japan to tout jobs in support of president 


By Theron Godbold 

Stars and Stripes 

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan — Recruit¬ 
ers from the White House Communications 
Agency are in Japan this week looking for 
servicemembers to help support the presi¬ 
dent, vice president. Secret Service and se¬ 
nior staff 

The agency — a joint command that en¬ 
sures the White House can communicate 
“anywhere, anytime and by any means,” 


according to its website — hosted a seminar 
Monday at Yokota in western Tokyo. Other 
sessions are slated for Tuesday at Naval Air 
Station Atsugi and Wednesday at Yokosuka 
Naval Base. 

The recruiting effort is targeting a vari¬ 
ety of jobs for all services in several fields, 
including communications, security and 
construction work that involves building 
things like the lecterns and podiums used 
by the commander in chief 

“Our members operate in a fast-paced. 


dynamic environment requiring a team of 
dedicated, highly competent professionals 

— WHCA’s soldiers, sailors, airmen. Ma¬ 
rines and Coast Guardsmen are the best of 
the best,” the agency’s website says. 

At Yokota, about a dozen servicemem¬ 
bers turned out to hear recruiters tout the 
benefits of working for the White House 

— including education initiatives and a 
higher-than-average promotion rate. 

Jobs also come with special-duty pay, a 
Presidential Service Badge after a year of 


satisfactory service and experience that 
stands out on a resume, according to a re¬ 
cruiting pamphlet. 

Getting orders to work for the agency re¬ 
quires a special security clearance as well 
as an in-depth background check. Service- 
members interested in a spot with the agen¬ 
cy should apply 13-24 months prior to their 
transfer dates. 

For more information, visit www.disa. 
mil/careers/WHCA-Recruitment. 

goclbold.theron@stripes.com 
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Coast Guard members to see back pay this week 


By Rose L. Thayer 

Stars and Stripes 

Coast Guard members can 
expect to see their missing pay- 
checks as early as Tuesday, ac¬ 
cording to Adm. Charles W. Ray, 
vice commandant of the service. 

The Coast Guard Pay and Per¬ 
sonnel Center worked through 
the weekend and secured after- 
hours support from the U.S. 
Treasury office to process pay 
missed during the partial federal 
government shutdown as quickly 
as possible, Ray wrote in a let¬ 
ter posted Sunday to the Coast 
Guard’s All Hands website. 

These paychecks, which should 
arrive in bank accounts no later 
than Wednesday, will include mid¬ 
month pay. Regular end-of-the- 
month checks should be delivered 


Thursday. Retirees should expect 
scheduled pay Thursday as well. 

“The commandant and I are 
acutely aware of the challenges 
you and your famihes experienced 
over the past five weeks and are 
anxious to reconstitute our total 
mission-ready workforce so we 
can heal and move forward,” Ray 
said. “We recognize that missing 
paychecks and the overall un¬ 
certainty during the lapse in ap¬ 
propriations resulted in hardship 
and concern for our military and 
civilian workforce. It is our top 
priority to ensure that all pay is 
available as soon as possible.” 

Civilian workers should expect 
a single lump sum deposited by 
Thursday for the pay periods of 
Dec. 21 through Jan. 5 and Jan. 6 
through Jan. 19, he said. 

The Coast Guard’s 7,400 fur¬ 


loughed civilians were expected 
back to work Monday. 

President Donald Trump closed 
out last week by signing a three- 
week temporary funding bill to 
end the 35-day government shut¬ 
down —the longest in U.S. history. 
The deal to reopen the government 
expires Feb. 15, with the president 
stating that at that time he might 
shut down the government again if 
he doesn’t have funding for a wall 
along the U.S. border with Mexico. 
His other option. Trump said, is to 
declare a national emergency and 
draw money from other portions 
of the government budget, includ¬ 
ing the Defense Department, to 
fund the wall. 

Friday’s deal sent agencies af¬ 
fected by the shutdown scram¬ 
bling to get back pay out to their 


employees and call furloughed 
workers back this week. About 
800,000 federal workers were af¬ 
fected, including the nearly 42,000 
Coast Guard members. 

The Coast Guard was the only 
mihtary branch affected by the 
shutdown as it falls within the De¬ 
partment of Homeland Security 
instead of the Defense Depart¬ 
ment, which remained funded 
during the shutdown. 

These are the first paychecks 
for these servicemembers since 
the Coast Guard was able to find 
the funds to pay everyone on 
Dec. 31. 

“I continue to be amazed and in¬ 
spired by your dedicated service,” 
Ray said. “We are truly strongest 
when we have our entire total mis¬ 
sion-ready workforce together.” 


About 2,100 civihan employees 
worked alongside Coast Guard 
members during the shutdown, 
continuing to perform mission- 
essential tasks without pay. Com¬ 
mandant Adm. Karl Schultz 
posted a letter online Friday and 
commended all members of his 
workforce for remaining dedi¬ 
cated to service during the uncer¬ 
tainty of the shutdown. 

“You either ‘Stood the Watch’ 
or enabled another Coast Guard 
[member] to stand the watch, 
buoyed by knowing that our fur¬ 
loughed civilian colleagues held 
you in their thoughts and prayers 
while they dealt with different 
challenges and emotions,” he 
said. 

thayer.rosedistripes.com 
Twitter: @Rose_Lori 


Army may say bon voyage 
to part of its seagoing fleet 



Michel SAUREi/Courtesy of the U.S. Army 


Spc. Dylan Nice, a U.S. Army Reserve watercraft operator from the 949th 
Transportation Company, climbs a ladder from a rescue boat in Baltimore in April 
2017. The Army is considering eliminating many boats in its fleet. 


By J.P. Lawrence 
Stars and Stripes 

The Army may say bon voyage to part of 
its seagoing fleet 

The Army’s little-known but sizable mar¬ 
itime fleet may be facing cuts as the service 
considers eliminating dozens of boats and 
forcing hundreds of reservists out of their 
jobs in the next two years. 

The service’s watercraft deliver supphes, 
assist in dive operations and land troops 
on beachheads during combat operations. 
But many of those boats are aging, costly to 
maintain and require upgrades to keep up 
with modern warfare, according to govern¬ 
ment reports. 

The Army is mulling plans to shutter its 
National Guard and Reserve component 
watercraft units, according to a Power¬ 
Point slide deck dated Jan. 8 and obtained 
by Stars and Stripes. The plans come amid 
warnings of a looming crisis in the mi li - 
tary’s transport fleet necessary for carry¬ 
ing troops, equipment and supplies at a time 
when China and others are spending more 
on coastal warfare capabihties. 

The Army confirmed that a formal analy¬ 
sis of its fleet inventory is underway. 

“The Army is assessing its watercraft 
program to improve readiness, modernize 
the force and reallocate resources,” spokes¬ 
woman Cheryle Rivas said via email. 

Soldiers concerned about the cuts told 
Stars and Stripes they have been briefed on 
the proposed reductions. 

Last June, Army Secretary Mark Esper 
decided that the Reserve would “divest all 
watercraft systems,” according to the Janu¬ 
ary briefing. That was prepared in part by 
Mqj. David Finn, chief force manager for 
the New Orleans-based 377th Theater Sus¬ 
tainment Company, which oversees most of 
the Reserve’s boats. 

The unit could see eight of its watercraft 
units and civilian maintenance facilities 
shuttered under the proposal, which would 
affect at least 746 positions, according to the 
slides. The move would reduce the size of 
the regular Army’s seagoing capabihties, 
and it “potentially eliminates” all Reserve 
and National Guard Bureau watercraft sys¬ 
tems and support, according to one shde. 

It would also halt maintenance spending 
as well as curtail recruitment and training 
for mariners until a final decision is made 
on the disposition of the craft. 

Reserve units operated 27 of the Army’s 


fleet of 105 vessels, according to a statement 
from last July. 

An Army memo quoted in the slides states 
that Esper directed the Army’s partial di¬ 
vestment and reorganization in preparation 
for its 2020 budget. Esper told reporters at a 
conference last fall that the Army had found 
$25 biUion that could be cut and reinvested 
in other projects. 

Notes accompanying the slides point out 
that units are typically identified for inacti¬ 
vation two to five years out. 

“What makes this situation different than 
other inactivations is the short notification, 
the number of units and positions identified 
and the unique equipment and capability 
being inactivated,” notes for the slides say. 

Sealift shortage 

The Army’s review of the boat units 
comes amid dire warnings about shortfalls 
in military seahft capabilities. 

Many of the transport vessels in the Na¬ 
vy’s Mihtary Sealift Command — which 
are, on average, 40 years old — need re¬ 
placement, a 2017 Government Account- 
abihty Office report found. 

Meanwhile, defense planners expect 
greater chaUenges in massing forces in the 
event of combat in the Pacific or Europe, 
said John H. Pendleton, a director at the 
GAO who oversaw the 2017 report. 

Also, the Army has told Congress that de¬ 
lays in the Navy’s efforts to upgrade its sea¬ 
lift capabilities could undermine its ability 
to deploy troops as soon as 2024. 

The Navy’s large sealift ships ferry most 
equipment overseas, but many can’t land 
at austere ports and hostile beaches. The 
Marine Corps does not have enough ships 
to train for a full-scale amphibious assault 
like one that would be required to take on a 
“near-peer” opponent like China or Russia. 

Army mariners provide a critical link and 
are trained to land troops and equipment 
ashore under fire in smaller boats, veterans 
of the job said. The Army has carried out 
notable wartime amphibious landings, such 
as the D-Day and Sicily invasions of World 
War II and the Inchon landing during the 
Korean War. Its mariners played a signifi¬ 
cant support role during Operation Desert 
Storm in Iraq and are also called on to sup¬ 
port humanitarian missions. 

Its inventory today includes eight types of 
watercraft, from small “Mike boats,” land¬ 
ing craft that date from the Vietnam War, 


to football field-length vessels able to carry 
up to 15 Ml A2 Abrams tanks at a time. The 
service also operates tugs, floating cranes, 
barges and other support craft. 

The Mike boats are needed for landing 
small forces on hostile beaches, but they 
are currently unable to carry heavier mod¬ 
ern tanks and are now considered too slow 
to land ashore under fire, an Army Com¬ 
mand and General Staff College research 
paper found in 2015. 

As a result, the service needs to decide 
whether to keep, get rid of or contract out 
the capabilities provided by the Mike boats, 
Lt. Col. Philip S. Raumberger, the research 
paper’s author, told Stars and Stripes. 

Because the boats are older, maintain¬ 
ing them gets more expensive each year, 
with costs running at $600,000 a year per 
boat in 2004. In 2017, the Army awarded 
a $1 billion contract to build 36 modern 
landing craft. 

Future conflicts 

Divesting the boats could save money and 
free up funds elsewhere, but that would get 
rid of the Army’s only way to move tanks 
around the coasts, should that need arise 
later. 

“The question is: How much money, how 
much effort do you put on something that 
might be needed in the future, versus some¬ 
thing that is needed now?” Raumberger 
said. 

If the Army goes through with its pro¬ 
posed cuts. Reserve mariners would be 


reassigned as truck drivers, administrative 
specialists or supply logisticians. 

“Is it really resource-efficient to retrain 
a 20-year boat driver into something else?” 
said Michael W. Carr, 63, a retired chief 
warrant officer four who served as an Army 
Reserve mariner for half of his 30-year 
military career. “The Army’s plan appears 
ill-conceived and will lead to devastating 
consequences.” 

It’s unclear what would happen to the 
Reserve units’ boats, but some could be 
turned over to the active-duty component, 
according to part of the briefing prepared 
by officers from the 377th TSC’s logistics 
department. Others would be stripped of 
their military markings and turned over for 
auction. 

Some 18 of the service’s 35 Landing Craft 
Utility boats, 174-foot workhorses capable 
of hauling hundreds of tons of cargo and 
troops, could be sold off, Carr wrote in a blog 
post on the maritime website gCaptain. 

The prospect of losing the boats is a grim 
one for Carr, who served in the Baltimore- 
based 949th Transportation Company. 

“My fear is the Army doesn’t understand 
what we have or what we’re getting rid 
of,” Carr said in a phone interview. “I am 
concerned the Army will have to respond 
to something in Southeast Asia or South 
America, somewhere with hostile shores or 
underdeveloped ports, and we will need this 
capability and we won’t have it.” 

Stars and Stripes reporter Norman Llamas con¬ 
tributed to this report, 
lawrence.jpdistripes.com 
Twitter; @jplawrence3 
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Code changes could mean tax reductions 


New tax laws 


Here are some new tax laws passed 
in the last three years that will affect 
filings in 2019 for servicemembers 
and Defense Department civilians 
Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017 

■ Military families who earn 
$165,000 or less when filing a joint 
return will see a reduction of 3 per¬ 
cent overall in their tax rate. 

■ The child tax credit doubled to 
$2,000 per child and the standard 
deductions also doubled for 2018. 

■ Civilian federal employees will 
now have their moving reimburse¬ 
ments taxed. However, overseas 
workers’ moves will still have their 
household goods storage and per¬ 
sonal vehicle shipment allowances 
tax-exempt. 

■ Reservists who could previously 
deduct drill-duty expenses of travel 
less than 100 miles will no longer 
be able to do so. 

■ 8ervicemembers who have 
served in the 8inai Peninsula since 
June 9, 2015 are now eligible for 
the combat zone tax exclusion. It 
has been retroactively applied, so 
taxpayers who served in 2015 must 


submit an amended tax return to 
claim a refund due to the three-year 
limit. This possibly affects 2,000 
servicemembers. 

■ Marines will no longer be able 
to put down an itemized deduction 
for the wear, tear and care of their 
uniforms. IR5 regulations previously 
permitted them to do so because 
they are not allowed to wear it off 
duty, unlike the other services. 

Combat-Injured Veterans Tax 
Fairness Act of 2016 

■ More than 133,000 veterans 
were notified that they could receive 
a refund for taxes taken from their 
lump sum disability severance pay¬ 
ment. They have until July to file for 
a refund. 

Veterans Benefits and Transitions 
Act of 2018 

■ A military spouse can now elect 
to use the legal residence of their 
husband or wife in the service for 
purposes of filing their state and 
local taxes. 

Armed Forces Tax Council 


By Caitlin M. Kenney 
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — The biggest 
changes to the tax code in more 
than a generation could mean 
substantial tax reductions for ser¬ 
vicemembers and civilian federal 
employees when they file their 
taxes this year, according to the 
executive director of the Armed 
Forces Tax Council. 

Tax filing season began Mon¬ 
day for taxpayers, and last year 
“marked one of the biggest chang¬ 
es in the tax code ... since 1986,” 
said Lt. Col. David Dulaney, the 
executive director of the council. 

Changes in the tax code that af¬ 
fect the military community come 
from multiple laws that affect 
taxes for 2018, including the Tax 
Cuts and Jobs Act and the Com¬ 
bat-Injured Veterans Tax Fair¬ 
ness Act. 

“The good news is that most of 
our servicemembers should see 
a substantial reduction in their 
overall federal taxes for 2018, 
even if their itemized deductions 
were either suspended or capped 
because of the changes in the tax 
code. And the reason why that 
is, is because of the reduced tax 
rates,” Dulaney said. 

This year, due to the Tax Cuts 
and Jobs Act, families who earn 
$165,000 or less when fihng jointly, 
which is many mihtary families, 
could see a reduction of 3 percent 
overall in their tax rate, according 
to Dulaney. The child tax credit 


doubled to $2,000 per child, and 
standard deductions also doubled 
for 2018. 

As an example, a military fam¬ 
ily with two children earning 
$100,400 in 2018 could see their 


federal income taxes drop by 
about $3,000 because their tax 
rate decreased from 25 percent to 
22 percent, according to the De¬ 
fense Department. Their standard 
deductions would also increase 


from $12,700 to $24,000. 

For civilians who work for the 
federal government including 
the Department of Defense, their 
moving reimbursements will now 
be taxed. That means the allow¬ 
ance will be counted toward their 
overall taxable income. Dulaney 
said he has received questions 
from Defense Department civil¬ 
ian employees about that, specifi¬ 
cally, people overseas whose cost 
to move is higher. 

“So this is going to include in 
their taxable income anywhere 
between $25,000 and $40,000. 
And so that could potentially bump 
them up in a different tax bracket 
and see an increased tax liabihty 
because of that,” Dulaney said. 

Most of these civihan employ¬ 
ees are eligible to apply for the 
Withholding Tax Allowance and 
the Relocation Income Tax Al¬ 
lowance, which according to 
Dulaney’s estimates, could reim¬ 
burse them for almost all of their 
increased taxes from the moving 
allowance. The WTA and RITA 
allowances are also taxable, which 
is why it does not cover the entire 
expense, according to Dulaney. 

“So the good news is, is that even 
though there may be an increased 
tax liability for some of our civil¬ 
ian employees, the DOD is autho¬ 
rized to cover the vast majority of 
that increase of tax liabihty,” he 
said. 

Another upside is long-term 
storage of household goods and 
personal vehicle shipment allow¬ 


ances for overseas civilian em¬ 
ployees are still tax-exempt. 

Due to the change to itemized 
deductions. Reservists who could 
previously deduct drill-duty ex¬ 
penses for travel less than 100 
miles will no longer be able to do 
so. Reservists who travel more 
than 100 miles will still be able to 
deduct the expense. 

Last July, more than 133,000 
veterans were notified they could 
be eligible to receive a refund 
under the Combat-Injured Veter¬ 
ans Tax Fairness Act of 2016 for 
taxes taken from their lump-sum 
disability severance payment. 
Servicemembers who are dis¬ 
charged from the military due to a 
medical disabihty can receive the 
one-time payment but it cannot be 
taxed if the injury was combat-re¬ 
lated or they were notified by the 
Department of Veterans Affairs 
that they are approved for disabil¬ 
ity compensation, according to the 
IRS website. That affects veterans 
who received that payment as far 
back as 1991. 

Veterans have until July to 
claim a standard refund based on 
the year that they received the pay 
or file an amended tax return dur¬ 
ing this tax season, according to 
Dulaney. 

For more information on the 
new changes to the tax code and 
how they affect servicemembers, 
visit militaryonesource.mil. 

kenney.caitlin@stripes.com 
Twitter: @caitlinmkenney 


Some overseas civilians relieved of 
PCS taxes but many still face burden 



Allen ONSTOxi/Stars and Stripes 


The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017 eliminated the tax deduction 
for moving expenses. For federal civilian employees, that means 
most everything the government pays for moves, such as household 
goods shipments and storage, are now considered taxable income. 


By Caitlin Doornbos 
Stars and Stripes 

Some civilian federal employ¬ 
ees whose overseas moves were 
paid by the government in the 
past year are sighing with relief: 
The IRS has declared that a por¬ 
tion of that benefit is tax-exempt. 

The Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 
2017 eliminated the tax deduction 
for moving expenses for everyone 
except active-duty servicemem¬ 
bers. Until recently, that meant 
most everything the federal gov¬ 
ernment paid to move its civilian 
employees permanently, includ¬ 
ing shipping and storing their 
household goods, was considered 
taxable income. 

Many overseas federal em¬ 
ployees — new hires and train¬ 
ees included — and all stateside 
workers still face a tax on that 
benefit. 

Some overseas federal work¬ 
ers have been granted a reprieve. 
The IRS in November said federal 
employees moving overseas from 
one federal job to another will not 
be taxed on government allow¬ 
ances for such costs as shipping 
vehicles and household goods or 
for temporary housing. 

The news came as a great relief 
to Hans Garcia, a 14-year Army 
civilian employee who retired 
last year and moved back to the 


United States from Stuttgart, 
Germany. 

Garcia estimated the cost to 
move his household goods and his 
vehicle at $80,000, he told Stars 
and Stripes in an email. 

“I will be taxed an additional 
$17,600 — 22 percent tax bracket 
— over my regular wages,” he 
said before learning he would be 
exempt from that tax. 

Garcia called the new guidance 
for overseas employees “great 
news,” adding that the moving 
expense taxation “would have 
been a hard financial burden for 
many.” 

Some moving-expense allow¬ 
ances are still taxable under the 
2017 law, however, including air¬ 
fare, passport and visa fees, en 
route lodging and per diem ex¬ 
penses, according to the Army 
statement. 

However, most federal em¬ 
ployees who moved will see their 
moving allowances listed as in¬ 
come on their W-2 forms. 

The Army statement in De¬ 
cember omitted an important 
caveat: New hires (or appointees), 
trainees and employees leaving 
government work and moving 
overseas are not exempt from the 
tax on moving allowances, ac¬ 
cording to the IRS. 

Those employees — along with 
those who move within the con¬ 


tinental U.S. — are responsible 
for paying taxes on money they 
never see that’s paid directly by 
the government to service pro¬ 
viders such as airlines and mov¬ 
ing companies. 

Taxes on such moves can 
bump an employee into a higher 
tax bracket. A 2015 Government 
Accountability Office report es¬ 
timated the average cost of an 
overseas move for active-duty 
servicemembers came to more 
than $13,000, and more than 
$10,000 for a stateside move. The 
study did not report costs for ci¬ 
vilian moves. 

Some relief is available for ci¬ 
vilian employees moving from 
one federal job to another and 
facing steep tax bills as a result. 

A May bulletin from the Gen¬ 
eral Services Administration said 
those workers can be reimbursed 
for moving-related tax expenses 
through Withhold Tax Allowance 
and Relocation Income Tax Al¬ 
lowance payments. 

There remains confusion 
among employees on how to ac¬ 
cess those benefits. The Federal 
Education Association said in a 
Nov. 23 statement that there is a 
“lack of clear information being 
presented” to employees about 
both programs. 

Democratic Virginia Sens. Tim 
Kaine and Mark Warner in No¬ 


vember asked the GSA to press 
federal agencies to “proactively” 
assist their eligible employees in 
applying for and obtaining the 
reimbursements. An update on 
whether the GSA issued such 
guidance since was not available 
Monday. 

Still, a fraction of federal work¬ 
ers will face those tax burdens 
without relief 

Civilian federal employees who 
are new appointees, regardless of 
whether their moves were over¬ 
seas or in-country, are ineligible 
for tax exemption and WTA and 
RITA reimbursements. 

Also ineligible for WTA and 


RITA payments are civilian em¬ 
ployees who leave federal jobs 
— including retirees. 

Legislation proposed last year 
would have made incoming and 
outgoing employees eligible for 
WTA and RITA payments, but it 
stalled in Congress after being in¬ 
troduced in the Senate in July. 

With April 15 fast approaching, 
little time remains to work on the 
bill that could offer relief for fed¬ 
eral workers who have no exemp¬ 
tions available before their taxes 
are due. 

doornbos.caitTin@stripes.com 

Twitter: @CaitlinDoornbos 
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Artifacts discovery slows work on Guam base 


Associated Press 

HAGATNA, Guam — Con¬ 
struction work stopped in part of 
the new U.S. Marine Corps base 
on Guam after artifacts were 
discovered. 

A contracted archaeologist iden¬ 
tified the artifacts last week, find¬ 
ing prehistoric items and items 
from the late 1800s, the Pacific 


Daily News reported. 

The mihtary has proposed care¬ 
ful excavation of the items, which 
include rock tools and pottery 
fragments, said A1 Borja, environ¬ 
mental director for Marine Corps 
Activity Guam. 

The military has a duty to cu¬ 
rate the items, meaning they will 
be placed in an approved facility 


after they are collected and stud¬ 
ied, Borja said. 

The area where construction 
was halted represents only a small 
portion of the overall project, said 
Kelly Rodriguez, a spokeswoman 
for Marine Corps Activity Guam. 
Construction in that area will re¬ 
sume when the archaeological in¬ 
vestigation is completed. 


The military contracts an ar¬ 
chaeologist to monitor construc¬ 
tion work and ground disturbance, 
Borja said. 

A cultural repository is under 
construction at the University of 
Guam. The repository will store 
the artifacts found as the new base 
in Dededo is built. 

The mihtary will take com¬ 


ments from Guam officials and 
adjust plans for the artifacts as 
necessary, Borja said. 

“The Department of the Navy 
respects the rich cultural heritage 
of Guam and remains commit¬ 
ted to the cultural and historical 
preservation of the island,” Ma¬ 
rine Corps Activity Guam said in 
a statement. 


Dogs: Hurdles include crate size, flight duration 



Courtesy of Kenneth and Emily Sanders 


Nautia, left, and Phoenix will travel through Europe and South Korea 
on their way to Guam, a multiple-day journey that will cost their 
owners $11,592. 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

They plan on using credit cards 
to pay the bill. 

“I know they have a high inter¬ 
est rate, but what’s a girl to do?” 
she said. 

The couple, who have no chil¬ 
dren, got Nautia from a Tennessee 
backyard breeder when she was 3 
months old and stunted in growth. 
A month later, they got Phoenix. 

“I felt like [Nautia] was lonely 
and needed a sister, so I got her a 
sister,” she said. 

Nautia is “prissy” and clingy; 
the bold Phoenix “loves everyone 
and everything,” she said. 

She recalled that it cost only 
about $250 to ship each dog when 
they traveled on Delta Airlines 
on the flight the couple took to 
Bahrain. 

But dog transport for military 
members became thornier in the 
wake of a high-profile incident 
early last year resulting in United 
Airlines changing its pet-shipping 
policy. 

During a United flight in 
March from Houston to Newark, 
a flight attendant insisted that 
the owners of a French bulldog 
in a pet carrier be placed in an 
overhead bin instead of beneath 
the seat where such crates are 
normally placed. The dog suffo¬ 
cated during the flight. 

In response, on June 18 United 
banned transporting snub-nosed 
dogs and cats, as well as breeds of 
dogs regarded as “strong-jawed,” 


out of concern for “higher adverse 
health risks,” according to the 
policy. 

But the airline also stopped 
hauling pet crates taller than the 
30-inch-high Series 500 carrier. 

United told Sanders that Nautia 
and Phoenix require the next-larg¬ 
est crate. Series 700, for shipping, 
which, by the 
airhne’s own 
policy, it will 
not carry, she 
said. 

The Sand¬ 
ers had 
routinely 
shipped 
their dogs 
in Series 
500 crates, 
including 
their trips 
to and from 
Bahrain, but 
United will 
not allow them to use Series 500 
carriers because the dogs’ ears 
and tails touch the crate’s ceil¬ 
ing, she said. 

Aside from that, she said. Unit¬ 
ed’s new policy of excluding big 
dogs seems to have little to do with 
potential breathing problems for 
snub-nosed dogs while aboard 
planes. 

Meanwhile, Delta is unable to 
ship the dogs to Guam because of 
its own policy restrictions. 

“Delta won’t allow a dog on 
one flight more than 12 hours for 
health reasons,” Emily Sanders 


said. Delta would allow the dogs 
to travel in the smaller Series 
500 crates, with a potential route 
to Los Angeles, then a flight to 
Guam. But the shortest-duration 
flight time — including connec¬ 
tions — to Los Angeles is 12 hours 
and 5 minutes, she said. 

“We couldn’t find any shorter 
connections,” she said. 

Leo Mendoza, the owner of 
South Korea-based Shindogs Air, 
has collected more than 120,000 
signatures on a petition he began 
last year on change.org urging 
United to ease its pohcy on big and 
strong-jawed dogs. 

“Historically, United has been 
the only affordable option for big 
dogs, as other airlines cost up to 
3-4 times as much,” wrote Men¬ 
doza, whose business specializes 
in moving pets to and from Asia 
for servicemembers. 

Getting big dogs to and from 
Guam is “extremely difficult,” 
Mendoza told Stars and Stripes. 

“The only airline that accepts 
them out of Guam is Korean Air,” 
he said. “We have to fly them here, 
to Seoul, and then from here use a 
European airline to send them to 
the states.” 

That’s basically how Nautia and 
Phoenix will have to make the trip 
to Guam, using pet transport com¬ 
panies that manage the move. 

For a fee of $5,692, the dogs will 
fly on Lufthansa from Washington 
to Amsterdam, where they will 
spend the night. 

They then fly to South Korea, 


where they will require veterinar¬ 
ian’s health certificates for import 
into that country. Once that import 
paperwork is completed, they will 
stay at a pet hotel overnight. 

For another fee of $5,900, they 
will then fly to Guam, where 
they will need a new set of health 
certificates. 

The Sanders will then pick them 
up, $11,592 later. 

“I don’t mind paying to ship my 
dogs; I’m going to do it no matter 
what,” Sanders said. “But the way 
this is playing out, we’re having to 
go with these pet-shipping compa¬ 
nies who use foreign airlines, like 
Korean Air.” 

Sanders said that as someone in 
a U.S. military household, “it just 
doesn’t seem right that we have to 
use these foreign airlines and be 
charged this much.” 


Stars and Stripes asked United 
if it had considered the petition 
request to once again ship large 
dogs. 

“We’re going to do what’s in the 
best interest of our customers and 
in the best interest of the animals,” 
said United spokesman Charles 
Hobart. “We know these pets are 
part of the family.” 

Nautia and Phoenix will be 12 
when the Sanders’ three-year as¬ 
signment to Guam is completed, 
and the dogs will then hkely gen¬ 
erate another huge moving bill. 

Sanders is already planning to 
sock away hundreds of dollars each 
month to prepare for that day. 

“I’ve already got that in the back 
of my mind,” she said. 

olson.wyatt@stripes.com 
Twitter: @WyattOlson 
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won’t allow 
a dog on 
one flight 
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12 hours 
for health 
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Emily Sanders 


Korean War soldier identified from remains handed over by North Korea 



Susan Walsh/A P 


Vice President Mike Pence, rear center, and Navy Rear Adm. Jon 
Kreitz, right, deputy director of the POW/MIA Accounting Agency, 
watch as military members carry transfer cases from a C-17 at an 
Aug. 1 ceremony marking the arrival of the remains believed to be 
of American servicemembers who fell in the Korean War at Joint 
Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, Hawaii. 


By Robert Burns 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The re¬ 
mains of a U.S. soldier believed 
to have been captured by Chinese 
forces in North Korea in Decem¬ 
ber 1950 and who later died in a 
POW camp have been identified, 
officials said Thursday. 

The soldier, Sgt. Frank Julius 
Suliman, is the third American 
servicemember to be identified 
from among 55 boxes of bones 
and other material that the North 
Korean government handed over 
to the United States last summer. 
Efforts to identify them are led by 
a Defense Department laboratory 
in Hawaii. 

Suliman, a member of the 
headquarters and headquarters 
company of the 9th Infantry 
Regiment, 2nd Infantry Division, 
was from Nixon, N.J., and was 


20 years old when he died in the 
POW camp, according to Charles 
Prichard, spokesman for the 
Defense POW-MIA Accounting 
Agency. Further details about his 
background were not immediate¬ 
ly available. Suliman’s remains 
were identified on Jan. 15. 

The return of unspecified num¬ 
bers of Korean War remains was 
among commitments made by 
North Korean leader Kim Jong 
Un during his summit meeting 
with President Donald Trump in 
June. Kim also agreed to “work 
toward” denuclearization of the 
Korean Peninsula, but efforts to 
move that deal toward an elimi¬ 
nation of the North’s nuclear 
weapons have been stalled. A fol¬ 
low-up summit is expected to be 
held next month. 

Although the Pentagon wants 
to make arrangements to re¬ 
cover additional U.S. battlefield 


remains from North Korea this 
year, the North Koreans thus far 
have been unwilling to agree to 
face-to-face negotiations. 

By the Pentagon’s account, Su¬ 
liman was captured by Chinese 
forces on Dec. 1, 1950. He had 
been riding in a vehicle convoy 
when it was halted by a roadblock 
south of Kunu-ri, North Korea. 
Fellow soldiers later reported 
that Suliman was captured after 
they abandoned their vehicles to 
proceed on foot. 

Hundreds of thousands of Chi¬ 
nese soldiers entered the Korean 
War on North Korea’s behalf in 
the fall of 1950 after U.S. forces 
gained the upper hand with the 
Inchon landing in September. The 
Chinese pushed the Americans 
and their South Korean allies 
south. Thousands were buried in 
shallow battlefield graves or per¬ 
ished in POW camps. 
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Hundreds flee last ISIS stronghold in Syria 


Associated Press 

BEIRUT — Hundreds of peo¬ 
ple have fled Islamic State’s last 
mgjor stronghold in Syria, includ¬ 
ing fighters who tried to sneak 
out among civilians, Syrian oppo¬ 
sition activists said Monday. 

The Syrian Democratic Forces, 
a U.S.-backed and Kurdish-led 
group, has intensified its offen¬ 
sive in the last area held by the 
extremists since President Don¬ 


ald Trump announced plans to 
withdraw American troops last 
month. The ground offensive 
is taking place under the cover 
of airstrikes by the U.S.-led 
coalition. 

The extremist group, which 
once controlled around a third 
of Syria and neighboring Iraq, is 
now besieged in a small area in 
eastern Syria where it has been 
relying on suicide attacks to stop 
the advance by SDF fighters. 


The area has been shrinking 
since the SDF began its offen¬ 
sive on Sept. 10, and hundreds of 
fighters on both sides have been 
killed. 

Despite the intensity of the of¬ 
fensive and the airstrikes, some 
ISIS fighters holed up in two vil¬ 
lages are refusing to surrender 
and have continued to inflict losses 
among the attacking forces while 
using civilians as human shields. 

The Britain-based Syrian Ob¬ 


servatory for Human Rights said 
some 2,000 people, including 300 
ISIS gunmen, have left the area 
in the eastern province of Deir el- 
Zour since Sunday. It said many 
of those who left are from Iraq 
and the former Soviet Union. 

Rami Abdurrahman, the di¬ 
rector of the Observatory, said a 
search is underway for any senior 
ISIS commanders who might be 
in the area. 

The DeirEzzor 24, an activist 


collective, reported that dozens of 
civilians had left the area, adding 
that the SDF captured a local ISIS 
commander and his bodyguard. 

The Kurdish Hawar news 
agency, based in northern Syria, 
reported that SDF security agents 
were able to detain ISIS members 
who fled among civilians. 

Hawar and the Observatory 
said ISIS gunmen are using civil¬ 
ians in the area as human shields 
to slow down the offensive. 


Canadian troops in Bahrain bust multiple drug runners 


Joshua KARSTEN/Stars & Stripes 

Combined Task Force 150 member Master CpI. David Jackson explains a satellite tracking system at 
Naval Support Activity Bahrain on Wednesday. 


Courtesy of Combined Task Force 150 

The crew of the British destroyer HMS Dragon poses for a photo 
with a drug haul. 


By Joshua Karsten 
Stars and Stripes 

MANAMA, Bahrain — Zeroing 
in on a small fishing dhow loaded 
with heroin in 2 million square 
miles of ocean is like trying to 
find a needle in a haystack, but a 
crew of mostly Canadian troops 
has helped find six in the past two 
months, hauling in nearly 16 tons 
of illicit drugs. 

The number of uniformed troops 
wearing maple leaf flags who 
are taking part in the 33-nation 
naval partnership here is small, 
but their area of responsibility is 
enormous, spanning the Red Sea, 
Gulf of Aden, Indian Ocean and 
Gulf of Oman, including some of 
the world’s busiest shipping lanes. 

Just before Christmas, they 
helped lead the British destroyer 
HMS Dragon to a pair of dhows 
carrying nearly 11 tons of illegal 
drugs, about $6.5 million worth 
— the most in any bust since the 
Combined Maritime Force here 
transitioned from a US. force to 
a multinational counterterrorism 
and maritime security coalition 
after 9/11. 

In all, their efforts have yield¬ 
ed six drug busts totaling 31,585 
pounds since they took over the 
reins for Combined Task Force 
150 from the Saudi navy in De¬ 
cember on a four-month rotation. 

The task force focuses on dis¬ 
rupting terrorist activities in the 
region by preventing them from 
transiting the region’s waterways, 
which includes the narrow choke 
points at the Strait of Hormuz, Bab 
el Mandeb and the Suez Canal. 

The drug trade is one way that 
terrorist groups and extremists 
throughout Central and South 
Asia raise the funds they need “to 
buy weapons, to recruit people, to 
train people and ultimately to dis¬ 
rupt and act,” said CTF 150 boss 
Commodore Darren Gamier. 

Afghanistan, the world’s leading 
producer of opium poppies, is a 
prime example, he said. Revenues 
from opium, heroin and hashish 
are funneled into the Taliban’s 
coffers, while the narcotics spread 
through arteries linking Asia, the 
Middle East and East Africa have 
been favored by traffickers for 
centuries. 

Most of the fishermen and mer¬ 
chant sailors are not criminals, he 
said, but they become traffickers 
through coercion or desperation. 

“We’re trying to understand 
what’s out there, how we can inter¬ 
dict it, how we can stop it, how we 


can perhaps change the culture of 
the people that are doing this busi¬ 
ness,” Gamier said. “It’s a big long 
education process and that takes 
time.” 

In addition to drugs and weap¬ 
ons, traffickers have also been 
shipping charcoal from Somalia, 
where the United Nations banned 
its export in 2012 in an attempt to 
cut off a key revenue stream for 
the al-Qaida-affiliated militant 
group al-Shabab. 

An estimated 3 million bags of 
charcoal were exported last year. 
Much of it was repackaged into 
white bags labeled “Product of 
Iran,” loaded onto Iran-flagged 
dhows and shipped to Dubai, ac¬ 
cording to UN. monitors. 

An estimated $150 million in 
Somali charcoal is imported to 
United Arab Emirates each year, 
the monitors said. There it sees 
wide use in cooking and in smok¬ 
ing hookah water pipes. 

Charcoal has only recently be¬ 
come part of their mandate, he 
said, and his team of 30 Cana¬ 
dian sailors and seven Austra¬ 
lians has yet to find any charcoal 
shipments. 

Aiding the mission is a team 
of 10 other Canadian troops who 
operate the Unclassified Remote- 
Sensing Situational Awareness 
satellite system, which monitors 
maritime traffic in the Persian 
Gulf and the “smack track” in the 
Arabian Sea and Indian Ocean. 

“We’re looking at shipping pat¬ 
terns of life, how commerce, fish¬ 
erman, people who do legitimate 
commerce on the seas every day, 
how that flows historically,” Gar- 
nier said. “When you see ships op¬ 
erating outside of that... they then 
become of interest to us.” 

Developed in 2011, the mobile, 
deployable URSA system can 
download imagery from commer¬ 
cial satellites passing over opera¬ 
tional theaters in about 30 minutes, 
providing up-to-date mapping and 
surveillance capabilities, the Ca¬ 
nadian military has said. 

Because the high-resolution 
imagery comes from commercial 
sources, it can be shared outside 
the military for use in disaster 
relief or other civilian purposes, 
or — as in CTF ISO’s case — with 
partners outside the “Five Eyes” 
intelligence-sharing network 
made up of the US., Britain, Aus¬ 
tralia, New Zealand and Canada. 

“It contributes to building and 
maintaining situational awareness 
and pattern of life that’s happen- 


We’re trying to 
understand what’s 
out there, how we 
can interdict it, how 
we can stop it, how 
we can perhaps 
change the culture 
of the people that 
are doing this 
business. ^ 

Commodore Darren Gamier 

Combined Task Force 150 leader 


ing at sea,” said Cmdr. Mathias 
Plaschka, the URSA team lead. 
“Patterns get built, the data is 
kept. You get a sense of what is 
normal and what is not normal.” 

After a potential target is iden¬ 
tified for a closer look, a coali¬ 
tion ship interdicts it, boards and 
seizes any illicit cargo. Drugs are 
typically destroyed and crews 


released. 

Success isn’t measured just by 
the number of drug busts, Plasch¬ 
ka said, but in how the 33 coun¬ 
tries of the CMF work together to 
make them happen. 

URSA is a unique part of that 


cooperation. Master Cpl. David 
Jackson said. 

“We get to contribute informa¬ 
tion that no other part of CMF is 
able to contribute,” Jackson said. 

karsten.ioshua(i)stripes.com 
Twitter: (I)ioshua_karsten 
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Militia leader 
says US troops 
should leave Iraq 



Khalid Mohammed/AP 


Qais al-Khazali, the leader of the miUtant Shiite group Asaib Ahl al-Haq, speaks during an interview with 
The Associated Press in Baghdad on Monday. Al-Khazali said he expects a vote by the Iraqi parliament 
calling for the withdrawal of U.S. troops from the country within the next few months. 


By Qassim Abdul-Zahra 
AND ZeINA KaRAM 
Associated Press 

BAGHDAD — The leader of 
one of the most powerful Iran- 
backed Shiite militias in Iraq 
believed to be behind numerous 
attacks on Americans during the 
2003-11 Iraq War said Monday 
that he expects a vote in the com¬ 
ing months by Iraq’s parliament 
calling for the withdrawal of U.S. 
troops, underscoring the jostling 
for power between Iran and the 
U.S. in this key Middle Eastern 
country. 

Qais al-Khazali, who rose to 
prominence as a leader in the 
Shiite insurgency after the 2003 
U.S.-led invasion, said there’s no 
longer a justification for thou¬ 
sands of U.S. troops to remain 
in Iraq after Islamic State has 
been defeated. He suggested U.S. 
troops may eventually be driven 
out by force if they do not yield to 
the will of the Iraqi people. 

“I think more than half the 
members of parliament reject the 
presence of American military 
forces as a matter of principle,” 
he said. 

“If the United States wants to 
impose its presence by force, and 
to bypass the Iraqi constitution 
and parliament, Iraq can treat it 
the same way and drive it out by 
force ... But the first phase is po¬ 
litical,” al-Khazali said. 

The 45-year-old head of Asaib 
Ahl al-Haq, or League of the Righ¬ 
teous, who was captured by coali¬ 
tion forces in 2007 and released 


here years later in exchange for a 
British computer expert working 
for the Iraqi government, spoke 
with The Associated Press in a 
wide-ranging interview at one 
of his group’s offices in a highly 
fortified area in the Iraqi capital, 
just across the Tigris River from 
the U.S. Embassy. 

Curbing foreign influence has 
become a hot-button issue in Iraq 
after parliament elections in May 
in which Shiite militias backed by 
Iran made significant gains. The 
militias fought alongside U.S.- 
backed Iraqi troops against ISIS 
in recent years, gaining outsized 
influence and power along the 
way. 

Now, after defeating ISIS mili¬ 
tants in their last urban bastions, 
Iraqi politicians and militia lead¬ 
ers are increasingly speaking out 
against the continued presence of 
U.S. forces on Iraqi soil. 

American forces withdrew 
from Iraq in 2011 but returned in 
2014 at the invitation of the gov¬ 
ernment to help battle ISIS after 
it seized vast areas in the north 
and west of the country, including 
Iraq’s second-largest city, Mosul. 
A U.S.-led coalition provided cru¬ 
cial air support as Iraqi forces re¬ 
grouped and drove ISIS out in a 
costly three-year campaign. 

Iraqi politicians were angered 
when President Donald Trump 
visited American forces at a base 
in western Iraq without meeting 
with any Iraqi officials, a snub 
that added to calls for U.S. troops 
to withdraw. 

Trump has said he has no plans 


to withdraw the 5,200 troops in 
the country and that Iraq could 
be used for U.S. airstrikes inside 
Syria after the U.S. withdraws its 
troops from that country. 

Al-Khazali, whose forces are 
fighting in Syria alongside Presi¬ 
dent Bashar Assad’s troops, said 
he was “certain and confident” 
there will be an Iraqi parliament 
vote calling for the withdrawal 
and regulation of U.S. forces in 
the country. 

“If the main purpose for their 
presence is to confront the mili¬ 
tary danger posed by Daesh, then 
this threat is eliminated,” he said, 
referring to ISIS. “So what is the 
justification for keeping this num¬ 
ber (of troops) now?” 

He said a small contingent of 
advisers and trainers for logisti¬ 
cal matters could stay on as de¬ 
termined by a joint committee 
that would specify their numbers 
and locations. 

“Anything other than that will 
be considered an infringement on 
sovereignty by the Iraqi parlia¬ 


ment, the Iraqi people and politi¬ 
cal factions, including ours, and 
we will not allow it,” he said. 

Al-Khazali’s group has fought 
in m^or battles against ISIS in 
northern Iraq and in neighboring 
Syria’s civil war. 

Al-Khazali ruffled feathers in 
late 2017 when he showed up at 
the Lebanon-Israel border along 
with members of Lebanon’s mili¬ 
tant Hezbollah group, expressing 
support for the Lebanese and Pal¬ 
estinians against the Jewish state. 
His visit sparked harsh criticism 
from Lebanon’s prime minister at 
the time, who ordered him banned 
from entering the country. 

Asaib Ahl al-Haq, which owns 
its own TV station, made signifi¬ 
cant gains in last year’s parlia¬ 
ment elections, and al-Khazali is 
now represented by a 15-member 
bloc in parliament. 

When asked about the increas¬ 
ingly frequent Israeli airstrikes 
targeting Iranian interests in 
Syria, al-Khazali said the two 
powers appear to be headed for 


a confrontation which could turn 
into a regional war. He said Iraq 
would be drawn in only if directly 
attacked by Israel. 

“If the Israeli entity strikes tar¬ 
gets inside Iraq, no matter what 
the pretext is, then Iraq as a sov¬ 
ereign state will defend itself and 
our response to the Israeli attack 
will be unlimited,” he said. 

Al-Khazali also said if Israel 
were to attack Lebanon and 
Syria, and “in case they need our 
help,” then “personally, I will be 
the first to participate.” 

He and his brother Laith were 
believed to have been behind the 
January 2007 attack in Karbala 
that killed five Americans. 

Later, Qais al-Khazali became 
a m^or figure in smuggling weap¬ 
ons and fighters from Iran into 
Iraq. After he broke with Iran, his 
group, Asaib Ahl al-Haq, fought 
key battles against ISIS in north¬ 
ern Iraq and have also fought in 
neighboring Syria’s civil war. 


Peace: Framework for deal includes withdrawal of troops, cease-fire 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

a comprehensive cease-fire. We are work¬ 
ing with the Afghan government, with in¬ 
ternational partners, to find implementing 
mechanisms to reach these goals.” 

Khalilzad also told The New York Times 
that his team had agreed in principal to a 
framework for a peace deal that would in¬ 
clude withdrawal of U.S. troops, a cease¬ 
fire and talks between the insurgents and 
the Afghan government. 

“The Taliban have committed, to our 
satisfaction, to do what is necessary that 
would prevent Afghanistan from ever be¬ 
coming a platform for international terror¬ 
ist groups or individuals,” Khalilzad told 
The Times. 

Preventing extremist groups — particu¬ 
larly al-Qaida, which the Taliban has har¬ 
bored — from using Afghanistan as a base 
to launch attacks on the United States has 
been a key demand for Washington. 

Meanwhile, the Taliban have always 
insisted on the withdrawal of all foreign 
troops from the country as a precondition 
for opening talks with Kabul. 


Part of the draft agreement between the 
U.S. and the Taliban includes an 18-month 
timeline for the withdrawal of foreign 
troops once the deal is officially agreed to, 
according to a Reuters report last week, 
which quoted unnamed Taliban officials. 
The Taliban is also seeking inclusion in an 
interim government after any cease-fire. 

A Taliban spokesman was unable to con¬ 
firm the troop drawdown timeline when 
asked by Stars and Stripes on Monday, 
saying only that no final deal had been 
reached. 

Some 14,000 U.S. troops remain in Af¬ 
ghanistan. Most of them support a NATO- 
led training and advising mission. A 
smaller number are devoted to counterter¬ 
rorism operations against al-Qaida, Islam¬ 
ic State and other extremists. 

There are also about 8,000 additional 
troops from NATO and other partner 
nations. 

The next round of discussions is due to 
take place Feb. 25. 

wellman.phillip@stripes.com 
Twitter: @pwwellman 



Afghan Presidential Palace/AP 

Afghan President Ashraf Ghani, center, speaks to U.S. peace envoy Zalmay Khalilzad, 
third from left, at the presidential palace in Kabul, A^anistan, on Monday. A 
statement quotes Khalilzad as saying he held talks about a cease-fire with the Taliban 
but there has been no progress yet on that issue. 
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Poll finds most disapprove 
of Trump's foreign policy 


By Deb Riechmann 
AND Hannah Fingerhut 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — A m^ority 
of Americans disapprove of the 
way President Donald Trump is 
handling U.S. foreign policy and 
about half think the country’s 
global standing will deteriorate 
during the next year, according 
to a new poll that highlighted the 
nation’s partisan divide on for¬ 
eign issues. 

The poll, conducted by The 
Associated Press-NORC Center 
for Public Affairs Research, also 
found the public split about the 
president’s plan to remove U.S. 
troops from Syria and possibly 
Afghanistan — and about a quar¬ 
ter don’t have an opinion one way 
or the other. 

Overall, the president receives 
low marks from the public for his 
job handling foreign policy — 35 
percent approve, while 63 percent 
disapprove. Like other issues, 
the partisan divide is startling. 
While 76 percent of Republicans 
approve, just 8 percent of Demo¬ 
crats say the same. 

“I just think that anytime you 


buddy up with Russia or North 
Korea, it’s going to be bad busi¬ 
ness,” said Samantha Flowers, 
30, a third-grade teacher from 
Columbia, Mo. 

“Also, the way that he’s han¬ 
dling our neighboring countries 
— Mexico in particular. I think 
it just goes against our American 
values in general. We’ve been a 
welcoming and compassionate 
country,” she said before starting 
to recite words emblazoned on 
the Statue of Liberty, which read 
in part, “Give me your tired, your 
poor, your huddled masses yearn¬ 
ing to breathe free.” 

Richard Cleaveland, 65, a truck 
driver from Ogden, Utah, dis¬ 
agrees and wholeheartedly backs 
Trump and his foreign policy. 

“I think he’s doing a good job 
with North Korea. He’s done bet¬ 
ter than anybody else has ever 
done. Nobody else has even got 
it this far with North Korea,” he 
said referring to Trump’s meet¬ 
ing last year in Singapore with 
the North Korean leader to dis¬ 
cuss Pyongyang’s nuclear weap¬ 
ons program. 

Turning to U.S. involvement 
in foreign wars, the poll showed 


39 percent of Americans approve 
of pulling the 2,000 American 
troops from Syria and 35 percent 
say they disapprove. The pres¬ 
ident’s decision is supported by 
56 percent of Republicans and 26 
percent of Democrats. 

Last month. Trump announced 
that Islamic State militants 
had been defeated in Syria and 
that American troops would be 
brought home “now.” The plan 
triggered the resignation of De¬ 
fense Secretary Jim Mattis and 
criticism from U.S. allies and na¬ 
tional security experts. 

Later, Trump and others ap¬ 
peared to adjust the timeline, 
saying it will likely take several 
months to safely withdraw Amer¬ 
ican forces from Syria. 

Americans have similar views 
about the president’s expected 
decision to pull at least some 
U.S. troops out of Afghanistan. 
Forty-one percent said they 
would approve of a pullout from 
Afghanistan, compared with 30 
percent who disapprove. 

In assessing global threats to 
the United States, the poll found: 

■ Fifty-five percent of Ameri¬ 
cans consider militant extremist 



Chuck Buhton/AP 


President Donald Trump's shadow is shown in August on an 
American flag in Charlotte, N.C. A majority of Americans disapprove 
of the way Trump is handling U.S. foreign policy. 


groups to be very or extremely 
concerning, with another 29 per¬ 
cent calling the threat moderately 
concerning. 

■ About half say they are sig¬ 
nificantly concerned over the 
threats of North Korea’s nuclear 
program (52 percent) and Iran’s 
nuclear program (48 percent). 

■ While nearly half of Ameri¬ 
cans — 47 percent — consider 
Russia’s influence around the 
world to be extremely or very 
concerning, slightly fewer — 40 
percent—say the same of China’s 
influence around the world. Still, 


most consider both countries’ in¬ 
fluence around the world to be at 
least moderately concerning. 

The AP-NORC poll of 1,062 
adults was conducted Jan. 16 to 
20 using a sample drawn from 
NORC’s probability-based Ameri- 
Speak Panel, which is designed to 
be representative of the U.S. pop¬ 
ulation. The margin of sampling 
error for all respondents is plus 
or minus 4.1 percentage points. 
Respondents were first selected 
randomly using address-based 
sampling methods and later in¬ 
terviewed online or by phone. 


Rubio disputes US 
would take part in 
a Venezuelan coup 


The Washington Post 

Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla., disputed Sunday that the 
United States would participate in a coup to oust Ven¬ 
ezuelan President Nicolas Maduro, saying he doesn’t 
know of any U.S. leaders who are calling for one. 

The remarks came four days after the Trump 
administration recognized Venezuelan National As¬ 
sembly leader Juan Guaido as interim president after 
his supporters asserted that the election last year 
that kept Maduro in power was illegitimate. Many 
other U.S. allies followed suit, including Canada. 

But the history of U.S. military involvement in 
Latin America, along with reports that the admin¬ 
istration met last year with Venezuelan officers who 
wanted to plot a coup before rebuffing them, has 
raised questions about whether the White House 
would direct a military intervention again. 

President Donald Trump has said that “all op¬ 
tions” are on the table, while defense officials have 
sought to tamp down speculation that the Pentagon 
could become involved. 

Rubio, speaking on CNN’s “State of the Union,” 
said that the United States is “simply supporting the 
democratic institutions” in Venezuela, along with 
many other countries in the Western Hemisphere. 

“This is not the US.,” he said. “This is Honduras. 
This is Guatemala. This is Canada, Brazil, Colom¬ 
bia, Argentina, et cetera, et cetera. This is not a U.S.- 
sponsored anything. This is the U.S. supporting the 
people of Venezuela, who want their constitution 
and democracy followed. That’s a fact.” 

Administration officials, however, have openly 
called for Maduro’s departure. Secretary of State 
Mike Pompeo has additionally called on the Vene¬ 
zuelan military to stand on the side of “democracy,” 
while Vice President Mike Pence has issued a video 
that supports anti-Maduro street protests. 



Fernando Llano/AP 


Venezuela National Assembly leader Juan Guaido, 
right, was recognized last week as interim 
president by the Trump administration. 

Rubio also has said that all U.S. options should be 
on the table, but he qualified that Sunday. 

“The United States always retains the right — al¬ 
ways, anywhere in the world in any instance — to 
protect its national security,” he said. “So I’m not 
going to justify military intervention because I don’t 
know who’s calling for that. What I said is that ev¬ 
erything is an option because we always have an op¬ 
tion to defend our national security in cases where 
it is threatened.” 

On Saturday, Maduro backed off an earlier de¬ 
mand that all US. diplomats leave his country, as 
Venezuelan and U.S. officials reached an agreement 
giving them 30 days to finalize details on new “in¬ 
terest offices” that would have a more limited role. 
If no deal is reached by then, all diplomats from 
both countries would have to go home. 

Guaido told The Washington Post on Sunday that 
the opposition was preparing to challenge the gov¬ 
ernment’s authority by bringing food aid into the 
country, aid made possible by a $20 million pledge 
from the United States, as well as offers from Co¬ 
lombia, Brazil, Argentina, Paraguay and the Euro¬ 
pean Union. Maduro has largely blocked aid in the 
past, claiming that reports of rapidly spreading hun¬ 
ger and disease in Venezuela is a fiction invented by 
his enemies. 


Treasury lifts sanctions 
on 3 Russian companies 


By Martin Crutsinger 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The Trea¬ 
sury Department on Sunday an¬ 
nounced it was lifting sanctions 
on three companies connected to 
Russian oligarch Oleg Deripaska. 

The move comes despite an 
effort in Congress to block the 
action, with many lawmakers 
concerned that the Trump ad¬ 
ministration is not being tough 
enough on Russian President 
Vladimir Putin and his allies. 

Treasury said it was removing 
Russian aluminum giant Rusal 
and two other companies from 
its sanctions list on the grounds 
that the companies have reduced 
Deripaska’s direct and indirect 
shareholding stake in the three 
companies. 

Congress voted earlier this 
month to try to block the admin¬ 
istration’s efforts to remove the 
sanctions. In the House, 136 Re¬ 
publicans joined Democrats to 
disapprove the deal, while in the 
Senate 11 Republicans supported 
the move but fell short of the 60 
votes needed. 

The two votes represented a 
mqjor break in the solid GOP 
backing Trump has enjoyed in his 
first two years as president and 
sent a strong signal that congres¬ 
sional Republicans are willing to 
split with the White House on na¬ 
tional security matters. 


In its brief statement. Treasury 
said that Rusal and the other two 
companies, En-t Group and Eu- 
roSiobEnergo, had severed Deri¬ 
paska’s control. 

“This action ensures that the 
m^ority of directors on the En-t 
and Rusal boards will be inde¬ 
pendent directors ... who have 
no business, professional or fam¬ 
ily ties to Deripaska,” Treasury 
said. 

The statement also said that 
the companies had agreed to “un¬ 
precedented transparency for 
Treasury into their operations by 
undertaking extensive, ongoing 
auditing, certification and report¬ 
ing requirements.” 

Treasury Secretary Steven 
Mnuchin had made similar argu¬ 
ments during two appearances 
before lawmakers urging them 
not to vote for legislation blocking 
the removal of the sanctions. 

Treasury noted while the 
sanctions are being lifted on the 
three companies, Deripaska will 
remain blacklisted as part of a 
number of sanctions announced 
last April that targeted tycoons 
with close ties to the Kremlin. 

The sanctions against Rusal 
had raised worries in global mar¬ 
kets about the loss of aluminum 
production from the company, 
the world’s second-largest pro¬ 
ducer of aluminum. 
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Dangerous cold to 
hit Midwest areas 
after heavy snow 


Associated Press 

MINNEAPOLIS — Heavy 
snow and gusting winds created 
blizzardlike conditions Monday 
across parts of the Midwest, 
prompting officials to close hun¬ 
dreds of schools, courthouses and 
businesses as forecasters warn 
that dangerously cold weather is 
right behind the snowstorm. 

Snowplow drivers were having 
trouble keeping up with condi¬ 
tions in Wisconsin and Minnesota, 
where up to 14 inches of snow is 
expected. Chicago-area commut¬ 
ers woke up to heavy snowfall 
and more than 5 inches of snow 
already on the ground. 

But it’s the plunging tempera¬ 
tures expected later this week 
that have forecasters especially 
concerned. Wind chills could dip 
to negative 55 degrees in north¬ 
ern Illinois, which the National 
Weather Service calls “possibly 
hfe-threatening.” 

In Minnesota, temperatures on 
Wednesday could fall to 30 de¬ 
grees below zero but feel as cold as 
60 below because of the wind chill, 
said meteorologist Tyler Hasen- 
stein. Similar weather is expected 
in Wisconsin. 

“I think the proper term is nasty 


cold,” Hasenstein told the Star Tri¬ 
bune. “We are very confident this 
cold is going to be significant. ... 
People are right to be concerned.” 
Cold weather advisories are 
in effect 


broad swath 
of the cen¬ 
tral U.S., 
from North 
Dakota to 
Missouri 
and span¬ 
ning into 
Ohio. Tem¬ 
peratures 
will be as 
much as 
20 degrees 
concerned. ^ below aver¬ 
age in parts 
of the Upper 
meteorologist Great Lakes 

region and 
Upper Mississippi Valley, ac¬ 
cording to the National Weather 
Service. 

The largest public school dis¬ 
tricts in Wisconsin and Minnesota 
were among those closed Monday, 
including districts in Milwaukee, 
Minneapolis and St. Paul. The 
Minnesota State Patrol was re- 


We 

are very 
confident 
this coid is 
going to be 
significant. 
... Peopie 
are right 
to be 


Tyler Hasenstein 



Joe Ahlquist, The Rochester (Minn.) Post-Bulletin/AP 

Mike Johnson blows snow from his driveway Monday in Rochester, 
Minn. Temperatures on Wednesday could fall to 30 degrees below 
zero, forecasters say, with a wind chill of 60 below. 


spending to scores of spinouts and 
crashes early Monday in the Twin 
Cities metro area, even before the 
busiest commute time, because of 
snow-covered and icy roads. 

“Plows are out across the state. 
Heavy snow overnight and blow¬ 
ing and drifting snow are mak¬ 
ing for some tough conditions,” 
Minnesota Department of Trans¬ 
portation spokesman Kevin Gut- 
knecht said. 

In Wisconsin, plow drivers were 
having a difficult time keeping up 
with the snow in Sheboygan. Min¬ 
utes after a plow passed, roads 


were once again becoming snow- 
covered, according to the Depart¬ 
ment of Pubhc Works. 

Courthouses and most of¬ 
fices were closed in Milwaukee, 
Waukesha, Columbia and Wash¬ 
ington counties, while more than 
three dozen flights were canceled 
early Monday at Mitchell Inter¬ 
national Airport in Milwaukee 
County. The cold also prompted 
officials to close some schools in 
eastern Iowa. 

In eastern North Dakota, offi¬ 
cials have issued travel alerts be¬ 
cause of blowing snow. 


CBO: Shutdown to cause slight permanent economic harm 



Wayne Partlow/AP 


Commuters head toward Washington, D.C., to work Monday morning 
on the first day back after the partial federal government shutdown. 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The federal 
government shutdown will cause 
shght permanent harm to the 
economy — about $3 billion — ac¬ 
cording to a report Monday by the 
Congressional Budget Office. 

The report says the five-week 
partial shutdown has slowed 
growth in the near term but that 
most of the lost growth “will even¬ 
tually be recovered.” 

Overall, the CBO predicts that 
just $3 billion in lost gross domes¬ 
tic product will be permanently 
lost, a modest figure in a $20 tril¬ 
lion-plus economy. By year’s end, 
the CBO says, GDP would be 
just 0.02 smaller because of the 
shutdown, which shuttered many 
domestic agencies. Most of the 
800,000 furloughed federal work¬ 
ers returned to their jobs Monday. 

More broadly, the report esti¬ 
mates a drop in GDP growth to 2.3 
percent this year as the effects of 
President Donald Trump’s tax cut 
on business investment begin to 
drop off. It also says the US. bud¬ 
get deficit will hit $897 billion this 
year. 

The CBO credits the 2017 tax 
bill — which cut corporate and in¬ 
dividual income taxes by $1.9 tril¬ 
lion over a decade — with a burst 
in growth last year, but it says this 
year “the boost that recent tax leg¬ 
islation gave to business wanes.” 


The report comes as the govern¬ 
ment is reopening after a 35-day 
partial shutdown. 

The CBO says the shutdown will 
have a modest negative impact on 
the economy, lowering projections 
of economic growth by 0.4 percent 
to 2.1 percent in the first quarter, 
though the economy is expected to 
mostly make up for it over the rest 
of the year. 


“The shutdown dampened eco¬ 
nomic activity mainly because 
of the loss of furloughed federal 
workers’ contribution to [GDP], 
the delay in federal spending on 
goods and services and the reduc¬ 
tion in aggregate demand,” the re¬ 
port said. 

“Underlying those effects on the 
overall economy are much more 
significant effects on individual 


businesses and workers,” the CBO 
said. “Among those who experi¬ 
enced the largest and most direct 
negative effects are federal work¬ 
ers who faced delayed compensa¬ 
tion, and private-sector entities 
that lost business. Some of those 
private-sector entities will never 
recoup that lost income.” 

The CBO report predicts a 
$118 billion increase over last 
year’s $779 billion deficit. It pre¬ 
dicts that the economy will grow 
by 2.3 percent this year, a slow¬ 
down from 3.1 percent last year. 

The report lands in a divid¬ 
ed Washington, where neither 
Trump nor Democrats controlling 
the House are expected to make 
curbing the deficit a priority. In 
fact. Trump and lawmakers are 
likely to increase spending for the 
Pentagon and other federal agen¬ 
cies, which would otherwise face 
cuts from outdated budget caps 
that are the remnant of the 2011 
budget deal. 

Also, Congress is ultimately 
going to face pressure to make 
permanent provisions of the 2017 
tax cuts for individuals that would 
otherwise expire in 2025. 

The CBO also predicts that 
Trump’s trade policies — high¬ 
er tariffs on Chinese goods and 
products such as imported steel 
— would have only a relatively 
modest negative impact on the 
economy. 


Calif, utility 
equipment 
blameii for 
igniting fires 

By Taryn Luna 

Los Angeles Times 

SACRAMENTO, Calif — 
Equipment owned by California’s 
three largest utilities ignited 
more than 2,000 fires in 3 Vi years 
— a time span in which state reg¬ 
ulators cited and fined the com¬ 
panies nine times for electrical 
safety violations. 

How the state regulates utili¬ 
ties is under growing scrutiny fol¬ 
lowing unprecedented wildfires 
suspected to have been caused by 
power line issues, blazes that have 
destroyed thousands of homes 
and killed dozens of people. 

Lacking the manpower and so¬ 
phisticated technology necessary 
to monitor more than 250,000 
miles of power lines across the 
state, regulators rely on some¬ 
thing of an honor system, with 
utilities responsible for ensuring 
all trees and vegetation are cut 
back far enough from electrical 
equipment before the onset of 
dry, high-fire danger conditions. 

Destructive wildfires in Para¬ 
dise, wine country, Ventura Coun¬ 
ty and other areas have prompted 
(California lawmakers to consider 
new ways to improve regulatory 
oversight and hold utilities more 
accountable for prevention. 

The California Public Utili¬ 
ties Commission has never fined 
an electrical utility company for 
failing to meet safety standards 
before a wildfire strikes. Instead, 
the agency fines the utilities for 
violations after investigations into 
fires find wrongdoing — and the 
process can drag on for years. 

“The CPUC oversight of in¬ 
vestor-owned utilities to prevent 
electrical or utility-caused wild¬ 
fires is devastatingly absent,” said 
John Fiske, a lawyer who repre¬ 
sents wildfire victims. “When 
you’re looking at areas that look 
like they’ve been bombed in a 
war zone, and to know that can be 
prevented with enforcement and 
oversight, it’s widely upsetting.” 

Investor-owned utilities are 
required to file annual reports 
with state regulators detailing 
even the smallest of spot fires 
linked to electrical equipment. 
Most of the blazes are less than 
10 acres in size. And many of the 
most destructive wildfires in re¬ 
cent years are not included in the 
data because utilities are hesitant 
to tie their equipment to costly 
blazes before state investigations 
conclude. 

Pacific Gas & Electric, the 
state’s largest utility, providing 
electricity from Eureka to Ba¬ 
kersfield, reported 1,552 equip¬ 
ment-related fires from June 2014 
through the end of 2017. Southern 
California Edison, the electric¬ 
ity supplier for 15 million people 
mostly south of Fresno County, 
reported 347 fires in that time. 

Serving a 4,100-square-mile 
area from San Clemente to the 
Mexican border, San Diego Gas & 
Electric disclosed 115 fires in the 
time period. 
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Kamala Harris 
kicks off her 
2020 campaign 



Tony Avelar/AP 


Democratic Sen. Kamala Harris, of California, waves to the crowd as she formally launches her 
presidential campaign at a rally in her hometown of Oakland, Calif., on Sunday. 


By Juana Summers 
Associated Press 

OAKLAND, Calif. — Demo¬ 
cratic Sen. Kamala Harris, stand¬ 
ing outside Oakland’s city hall, 
formally kicked off her campaign 
for the White House by present¬ 
ing herself as the leader who can 
best unite an America that is at 
an “inflection point” and facing a 
critical question. 

“We are here because the 
American Dream and our Ameri¬ 
can democracy are under attack 
and on the line like never before,” 
Harris said Sunday. “And we 
are here at this moment in time 
because we must answer a fun¬ 
damental question: Who are we? 
Who are we as Americans? So, 
let’s answer that question to the 
world and each other right here 
and right now. America, we are 
better than this.” 

Harris, a first-term U.S. sena¬ 
tor from California who an¬ 
nounced her candidacy on Jan. 
21, rallied thousands of support¬ 
ers at the Frank Ogawa Plaza 
in Oakland, her hometown and 


where she served as a prosecutor 
before becoming the state attor¬ 
ney general. 

Harris invoked the speech 
that Robert F. Kennedy gave in 
1968 when he announced that he 
would challenge President Lyn¬ 
don B. Johnson, noting that Ken¬ 
nedy said “at stake is not simply 
the leadership of our party and 
even our country; it is our right to 
moral leadership of this planet.” 

Harris added: “So today I say 
to you, my friends, these are not 
ordinary times, and this will not 
be an ordinary election, but this 
is our America.” 

Harris’ campaign is filled with 
historic possibility. If she ulti¬ 
mately wins the White House she 
would be the first black woman 
and first person of Asian descent 
to be president. 

Harris, the daughter of immi¬ 
grants from Jamaica and India, 
said that as she and her sister, 
Maya Harris, grew up in the 
East Bay they were “raised by a 
community with a deep belief in 
the promise of our country and a 
deep understanding of the parts 


of that promise that still remain 
unfulfilled.” 

She has attributed her decision 
to become a lawyer and a prose¬ 
cutor to her upbringing, and said 
Sunday that she and her sister 
were “raised to believe that pub¬ 
lic service is a noble cause and 
the fight for justice is everyone’s 
responsibility.” 

She said she is running “with 
faith in God, with fidelity to coun¬ 
try and with the fighting spirit I 
got from my mother.” 

Harris’s launch has drawn 
heavily on symbolism. She offi¬ 
cially entered the race on Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day. 

Harris’ first news conference 
as a candidate was on the campus 
of Howard University, the histori¬ 


cally black college in the nation’s 
capital that she attended as an 
undergraduate. On Friday, she 
was in South Carolina to speak 
to members of the Alpha Kappa 
Alpha sorority, of which she is a 
member. 

On Sunday, she said she has 
long known the criminal justice 
system to be “deeply flawed” but 
that she also knew the “profound 
impact law enforcement has on 
people’s lives and its responsi¬ 
bility to give them safety and 
dignity.” 

Harris said throughout her 
life she has “only had one client: 
the people,” echoing the words 
she has used in courtrooms and 
has adopted as her campaign’s 
slogan. 


Harris also did not shy away 
from taking on President Don¬ 
ald Trump directly, saying the 
U.S. welcomes refugees and call¬ 
ing the wall that Trump wants 
to build at the southern border 
a “medieval vanity project” that 
would not actually stop transna¬ 
tional gangs, which she noted she 
battled as state attorney general. 

She also said that, as president, 
she would “always speak with 
decency and moral clarity and 
treat all people with dignity and 
respect. I will lead with integrity. 
And I will tell the truth.” 

Harris is among the first mqjor 
Democrats to jump into what is 
expected to be a crowded 2020 
presidential contest. 


Roger Stone: Will ‘testify 
honestly’ in investigation 


Trump warns Europeans not to 
try to evade sanctions on Iran 


By Elise Viebeck 

The Washington Post 

Roger Stone said he will “testify 
honestly” when asked whether he 
would consider cooperating with 
special counsel Robert Mueller 
after he was charged with lying, 
obstruction and witness tamper¬ 
ing in the investigation of Russian 
interference in the 2016 election. 

“That’s a question that I’d have 
to determine after my attor¬ 
neys have some discussion,” the 
longtime Republican operative 
and friend of President Donald 
Trump told ABC’s “This Week” 
on Sunday. 

“If there’s wrongdoing by other 
people in the campaign that I 
didn’t know about — which I 
know of none — but if there is I 
would certainly testify honestly.” 

Stone added that he would 
“also testify honestly about any 
other matter, including any com¬ 
munications with the president,” 
but he said their discussions were 
“political in nature” and denied 
“categorically” that they spoke 
about Russia or Mueller’s inves¬ 
tigation during or after the 2016 
campaign. 

“I never discussed these mat¬ 
ters with the president, and 


everything that I did ... is consti¬ 
tutionally protected free speech. 
That’s what I engaged in — it’s 
called politics,” he said. 

The indictment, which included 
seven counts, did not claim that 
Stone engaged in conspiracy. 

Mueller unveiled the charges 
against Stone on Friday, accusing 
him of seeking information about 
hacked Democratic Party emails 
at the direction of an unidentified 
senior Trump campaign official 
and taking pains to keep his ef¬ 
forts a secret. 

Stone, who was arrested early 
Friday at his home in Fort Lau¬ 
derdale, Fla., said after his release 
on bond that he would not testify 
against Trump “because I would 
have to bear false witness.” 

On Sunday, Stone said he was 
“mindful” of Mueller’s “ability to 
induce people to say things that 
are not true, particularly people 
who are seeking a reduction in 
their sentence or people who have 
an ax to grind.” 

Trump on Saturday night 
seemed to distance himself from 
Stone, tweeting, “Roger Stone 
didn’t even work for me anywhere 
near the Election!” 


By Deb Riechmann 
AND Matthew Lee 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The Trump 
administration is closely eyeing 
efforts in Europe to set up an al¬ 
ternative money payment channel 
to ease doing business with Iran 
and avoid running afoul of sanc¬ 
tions the U.S. has levied on the Is¬ 
lamic republic. 

The White House is putting the 
Europeans on notice, saying that 
if they try to do an end-run around 
U.S. sanctions on Iran, they will 
be subject to stiff fines and pen¬ 
alties. Unfazed, the European 
Union is marching forward with 
the plan, which, if implemented, 
could further strain trans-Atlan¬ 
tic relations. 

A spokeswoman for EU foreign 
pohcy chief Federica Mogherini 
said preparations for the alterna¬ 
tive system were “at an advanced 
stage.” 

“I hope that we can announce 
the launch very soon,” Mqja Koci- 
jancic told reporters late last week 
in Brussels. 

Getting out ahead of a possible 
announcement, a senior admin¬ 
istration official told The Associ¬ 


ated Press on Friday that the U.S. 
will fully enforce its sanctions and 
hold individuals and entities ac¬ 
countable for undermining them. 
The official spoke on condition of 
anonymity to discuss the issue. 

“The choice is whether to do 
business with Iran or the United 
States,” Sen. Tom Cotton, R-Ark., 
told the AP. “I hope our European 
allies choose wisely.” 

The U.S. joined China, France, 
Germany, Russia and Britain in 
signing a pact with Iran in 2015 
that offered to lift economic sanc¬ 
tions in exchange for Tehran’s 
pledge to rein in its nuclear weap¬ 
ons program. 

President Donald Trump called 
it a “horrible, one-sided deal.” He 
pulled out of the pact last year and 
restored punishing U.S. sanctions 
on Iran. Tehran, which denies 
wanting nuclear weapons, contin¬ 
ues to abide by the agreement, and 
the remaining five nations in the 
pact are trying to keep it intact. 

Restoring the sanctions regime 
is part of the Trump adminis¬ 
tration’s “maximum pressure 
campaign” on the Iranians to 
force them to radically alter their 
pohcies on developing ballistic 
missiles, supporting regional mil¬ 


itant groups and violating human 
rights. 

The U.S. has many concerns 
about the alternative payment 
system, according to an outside 
Trump administration adviser. 
The adviser spoke on condition of 
anonymity to discuss the key U.S. 
worries. 

Long-term, the U.S. worries 
that the alternative money pay¬ 
ment system could become suc¬ 
cessful enough to compete with 
the international bank transfer 
system known as SWIFT. The fear 
is that it could eventually supplant 
SWIFT as the leading global in¬ 
stitution for financial institutions 
to send and receive information 
about banking transactions. 

Secondly, the U.S. is concerned 
that other countries might try to 
route transactions through the Eu¬ 
ropean system just to circumvent 
U.S. sanctions, the adviser said. 

Thirdly, while the Europeans 
have signaled that the alternative 
money transfer system would be 
used only for humanitarian trans¬ 
actions, the U.S. is suspicious that 
it could be used for nonhumani¬ 
tarian transactions to evade U.S. 
sanctions, the adviser said. 
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Men still rule 

Despite wave of successful candidates, 
women’s gains in state capitals modest 



Rich Pedroncelli/AP 


California Assemblywoman Laura Friedman, D-Glendale, left, confers with Assemblywoman Marie 
Waldron, R-Escondido, during a November hearing in Sacramento. 



Sue Ogrocki/AP Rich Pedroncelli/AP 

Left: Oklahoma state Rep. Emily Viig;in, D-Norman, speaks during an interview Jan. 10 in Oklahoma City. 
Right: Freshman California Assemblywoman Buffy Wicks, a Democrat, and her daughter Josephine, 2, 
look at the Assembly Gallery during the legislative session in Sacramento on Dec. 3. 



Christian Gooden, St. Louis (Mo.) Post-Dispatch/AP 


Missouri state Rep. Crystal Quade, D-Springfield, speaks before the 
end of the last legislative session in the Missouri House in Jefferson 
City in May 2017. 


By David A. Lieb 

Associated Press 

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. — Fol¬ 
lowing a record-setting election 
for women, state legislatures 
across the country are conven¬ 
ing this year with at least 17 new 
women in top leadership roles. 

But those gains are offset by 
another reality: At least a dozen 
women who led their legislative 
chambers or caucuses last year 
will no longer be doing so because 
of term limits and decisions to 
seek higher office or retire. 

The bottom hne is that women 
made only modest gains in legis¬ 
lative leadership positions despite 
the wave of successful female can¬ 
didates last November. 

They will hold at least 34 of the 
195 top spots in House and Senate 
chambers across the country this 
year, with two spots in the Alaska 
House still undecided, accord¬ 
ing to a review by The Associated 
Press. That’s up slightly from 30 
top leadership positions last year. 

“The first sort of instinct to 
hearing that number is, ‘Oh, how 
disappointing,’” said Debbie 
Walsh, director of the Center for 
American Women and Politics at 
Rutgers University in New Jersey. 
“But it just totally makes sense, 
given how people obtain those 
leadership positions. It’s a process, 
and it’s not going to turn around in 
one election cycle with a bunch of 
new folks at the table.” 

Women won election in record 
numbers to Congress, governor¬ 
ships and state legislatures last 
November. The gains came large¬ 
ly from Democrats, as the ranks 
of Republican female lawmakers 
declined in states. The surge was 
propelled partly by opposition to 
President Donald Trump as well 
as the #MeToo movement, which 
drew attention to sexual harass¬ 
ment of women by men in posi¬ 
tions of power. 

‘Older white men’ 

With most state legislative ses¬ 
sions starting this month, the AP 
tracked the lawmakers chosen by 
colleagues for the top Democratic 
and Republican positions in each 
chamber. In most states, that’s the 
speaker and minority leader in the 
House or Assembly, and the Sen¬ 
ate president and minority leader 
in the upper chamber. 

Women comprise a little over 50 
percent of the US. population and 
hold a historic high of 28.6 percent 
of state legislative seats, up from 
25.4 percent last year, accord¬ 
ing to the Center for American 
Women and Politics. Yet even with 
those gains, women hold less than 
18 percent of the top legislative 
leadership spots. 

“We are constantly fighting up 
against the history of having older 
white men in these positions,” said 
Missouri House Minority Leader 
Crystal Quade, 33, a social worker 
chosen for the top Democratic spot 
this session after serving just two 


years in the House. 

Missouri, despite a below-aver- 
age number of women in the Leg¬ 
islature, is one of just seven states 
where women hold at least two of 
the four top-ranking leadership 
spots. The others are Arizona, 
California, Iowa, Maine, Oklaho¬ 
ma and Vermont. 

Although Oklahoma had a fe¬ 
male governor for the past eight 
years, it had ranked behind only 
Wyoming in its percentage of fe¬ 
male lawmakers. But the state 
notched the nation’s largest 
percentage increase this year, 
and Democrats chose women to 
lead both the House and Senate 
minorities. 

Oklahoma’s rise in female 
lawmakers came after a teacher 
walkout last spring, when thou¬ 
sands of educators and their sup¬ 
porters flooded the Capitol for 
two weeks of protests over school 
funding. The protests coincided 
with Oklahoma’s candidate fil¬ 
ing period, prompting dozens of 
teachers to run for office, many of 
whom won. 

‘A perfect storm’ 

“When things get like they are 
in Oklahoma, with health indica¬ 
tors being so low, education fund¬ 
ing being low, teacher pay being 
low, and then you combine that 
with something like the teacher 
walkout in a mostly female-domi¬ 
nated profession, it was sort of the 
perfect storm to get more women 
involved in politics,” said Rep. 
Emily Virgin, who was chosen by 
Democratic colleagues as the new 
minority leader. 

Virgin, 32, an attorney, already 
ranks high in seniority in the 
term-hmited Oklahoma House, 
where she has served since 2011. 

Greater numbers have not nec¬ 
essarily translated to greater po¬ 
litical power for women. 

Democratic-led Nevada will be¬ 
come the first state with a female 
m^ority in the Legislature when 
the session begins in February. 
Yet the top leaders of each party 
in both chambers will be men. 

In Republican-led Georgia, 
Democratic women gained a total 
of 13 seats in the House and Sen¬ 
ate, while the number of Repub¬ 
lican women remained flat in the 
Senate and fell by three in the 
House. 

Republican state Sen. Renee 
Unterman was recently removed 
as chairwoman of the Senate 
Health Committee and replaced 
by a man. She said the Senate was 
playing “high-stakes baseball” 
and that women were being left 
out of the game. 

Georgia Lt. Gov. Geoff Duncan, 
who is part of an all-male GOP 
leadership panel that makes com¬ 
mittee assignments, noted that the 
total number of female committee 
leaders doubled from two to four 
this year. But Unterman pointed 
out that all four chairwomen are 
in committees that get relatively 
low levels of legislation. 


Cahfornia Assemblywoman 
Marie Waldron, a Republican who 
is the chamber’s new minority 
leader, said it’s important to have 
female leaders because they bring 
a different perspective to the leg¬ 
islative process than men. She 
cited a stronger focus on family 
issues such as child care for single 
parents and pay equity. 

Earher this month, several 
Democratic female lawmakers 
introduced legislation that would 
allow California candidates and 
lawmakers to use campaign 
money to cover child care ex¬ 
penses. Many mothers wait to run 
for office until their children are 
grown or don’t run at all because 


they’re worried about jugghng re¬ 
sponsibilities, several female law¬ 
makers said. 

‘Fight for change’ 

“Sometimes, to fight for change 
you need a little help changing the 
diaper,” said Democratic Assem¬ 
blywoman Buffy Wicks, whose 
daughter was 6 months old when 
she launched her campaign. She 
won her seat in November. 

Even though Cahfornia has 
women in three of its top four leg¬ 
islative posts, Waldron said there 
is plenty of history to overcome. 
Cahfornia has had 4,278 male 
lawmakers since gaining state¬ 


hood in 1850, and just 165 female 
lawmakers. 

Once women gain leadership 
positions, it can help encourage 
others to follow in their footsteps, 
said Vermont House Majority 
Leader Jill Krowinski, a Demo¬ 
crat. The Vermont House speaker 
and minority leader and Senate 
majority leader also are women. 

“For me, I see it so much when 
we have young women visiting the 
building and they notice it right 
away,” Krowinski said. “And I 
think it’s important for them to 
see that there are role models out 
there and that women can be in 
these roles.” 

The Kansas City-based Women’s 
Foundation has launched a project 
in Kansas, Missouri and Arizona 
focused on increasing the number 
of women appointed to city, county 
and state boards and commissions. 
It’s a first step into pohtics that 
the nonprofit foundation, which 
promotes equity and opportunity 
for women, hopes eventually will 
lead to more women running for 
elected office and ascending to top 
leadership positions. 

“We’ve come so far just to get 
them there in the Legislature,” 
said Women’s Foundation Presi¬ 
dent and CEO Wendy Doyle. “To 
move them into the leadership, it’s 
still needing to break through the 
barriers there. Men are support¬ 
ive of men. There’s just the cul¬ 
ture and an environment that s t i ll 
needs to be changed.” 
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British lawmakers in push to rescue Brexit deal 


By Jill Lawless 
Associated Press 

LONDON — Pro-Brexit Brit¬ 
ish lawmakers were mounting a 
campaign Monday to rescue this 
week in a parliamentary show¬ 
down Prime Minister Theresa 
May’s rejected European Union 
divorce deal. 

Lawmakers threw out May’s 
Brexit deal two weeks ago and will 
debate and vote Tuesday on com¬ 
peting plans for what to do next 
about Britain’s impending depar¬ 
ture from the bloc. 

May insists her agreement can 
still win Parliament’s backing if 
it is tweaked to alleviate concerns 
about a provision for the Irish 
border. The measure, known as 
the backstop, would keep the UK. 
in a customs union with the EU 
in order to remove the need for 
checks along the frontier between 


the U.K.’s Northern Ireland and 
EU member Ireland after Britain 
leaves the EU. 

That border is crucial to the di¬ 
vorce deal because it will be the 
only land frontier between the 
UK. and the EU after Brexit. Bor¬ 
der checkpoints have disappeared 
since Ireland and Britain both be¬ 
came members of the EU single 
market in the 1990s, and the 1998 
Good Friday peace accord large¬ 
ly ended decades of violence in 
Northern Ireland. 

Opposition to the backstop by 
pro-Brexit lawmakers — who fear 
it will trap Britain in regulatory 
lockstep with the EU — helped 
sink May’s deal earlier this month. 
A new proposal submitted by Con¬ 
servative Party legislator Graham 
Brady commits to backing May’s 
deal if the backstop is replaced by 
“alternative arrangements.” 

Brady said if the motion was 


approved by Parliament, it would 
give May “enormous firepower” 
to go back to Brussels and renego¬ 
tiate the Brexit divorce deal. 

The government hopes to bring 
the deal back for a new vote in Par- 
hament in February, with enough 
changes to reverse its thumping 
defeat on Jan. 15, when lawmak¬ 
ers rejected it by 432 votes to 202. 

Some members of Parliament 
who voted against May’s deal the 
first time say they would sup¬ 
port it if the Irish backstop was 
removed. 

Former Foreign Secretary Boris 
Johnson, a leading Brexiteer, said 
the prime minister was trying to 
secure a “freedom clause” that 
would ensure Britain could get 
out of the backstop. In his weekly 
Daily Telegraph column, Johnson 
said May would have “the whole 
country full-throatedly behind 
her” if she secured such a change. 



Alastair Grant/AP 


Anti-Brexit protester Steve Bray watches the traffic as he holds up 
placards in London on Monday. 


Mud slows search after 
dam collapse in Brazil 



Andre Penner/AP 


Rescue workers in a helicopter search for survivors Sunday after a dam collapsed Friday in Brumadinho, 
Brazil. Nobody was recovered alive Sunday, a stark difference from the first two days of the disaster. 


Associated Press 

BRUMADINHO, Brazil — 
Firefighters on Monday carefully 
moved over treacherous mud — 
sometimes walking, sometimes 
crawhng — in search of survivors 
or bodies four days after a dam 
collapse that buried mine build¬ 
ings and surrounding neighbor¬ 
hoods with iron ore waste. 

The confirmed death toll rose 
to 58, with up to 300 people still 
missing, authorities said. 

In an ominous sign, nobody was 
recovered alive Sunday, a stark 
difference from the first two days 
of the disaster, when helicopters 
were whisking people from the 
mud. 

The slow speed of search efforts 
was due to the treacherous sea of 


Taxi drivers 
striking in 
Madrid over 
Uber, Cabify 

Associated Press 

MADRID — Spanish police on 
Monday cleared away taxis that 
blocked a main avenue in the capi¬ 
tal of Madrid, the latest action in a 
weeklong standoff with authorities 
over the growth of app-based ride- 
hailing services that cab drivers 
say threaten their livehhood. 

The local and national police 
forces said there were no signifi¬ 
cant clashes and that nobody was 
arrested, despite some scenes of 
tension witnessed by reporters. 

The striking Spanish taxi driv¬ 
ers want the regional government 
in Madrid to impose tighter regu¬ 
lations for rides hailed through 
apps hke Uber and Cabify. 

They demand similar steps like 


reddish-brown mud that surged 
out when the mine dam breached 
Friday afternoon. It is up 24 feet 
deep in some places, and to avoid 
the danger of sinking and drown¬ 
ing, searchers had to carefully 
walk around the edges or slowly 
crawl out onto the muck. 

Firefighting officials said Mon¬ 
day they had identified a bus be¬ 
lieved to be filled with bodies and 
had worked through the night try¬ 
ing to get through the mud. 

Flavio Godinho, a spokesman 
with the civil defense of the state 
of Minas Gerais, told the G1 news 
portal that the bus was near the 
dam that collapsed but that it was 
too soon to say how many might 
be inside. 

Rescue efforts were suspended 


those announced for Barcelona, 
where local authorities can now 
modify regulations to require 
app-based rides to be hired up to 
one hour in advance. 

Uber and Cabify have reacted 
by threatening to drop their op¬ 
erations in Barcelona, Spain’s sec¬ 
ond-largest city, where they say 
3,500 jobs would be at risk. 

Self-employed drivers working 
for the two platforms also were oc- 


for about 10 hours Sunday be¬ 
cause of fears that a second mine 
dam in the southeastern city of 
Brumadinho was at risk of failing. 


copying parts of Barcelona’s main 
thoroughfares on Monday to urge 
the regional Catalan government 
to halt the new regulations. 

Meanwhile, in Madrid, authori¬ 
ties have rejected any compromis¬ 
es that would wipe out competition 
for the taxis, which are regulated 
as a pubhc service. 

Traffic was at a standstill early 
Monday until police unblocked the 
main thoroughfare. 


An estimated 24,000 people were 
told to get to higher ground, but by 
afternoon, civil engineers said the 
second dam was no longer at risk. 


By Jim Gomez 

Associated Press 

MANILA, Philippines — Presi¬ 
dent Rodrigo Duterte and his top 
security officials on Monday vis¬ 
ited a Catholic cathedral in the 
southern Philippines where sus¬ 
pected Islamic militants set off 
bombs that killed at least 20 people 
and wounded more than 100. 

The first blast sent people, some 
of them wounded, fleeing out of 
the church’s main door. Army 
troops and police were rushing 
inside when the second bomb ex¬ 
ploded a minute later. 

The explosions scattered wood¬ 
en pews inside the main hall, 
blasted out window glass panels 
and hurled human remains and 
debris across a town square front¬ 
ing the Cathedral of Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel, witnesses said. 

The attack occurred in the Sulu 
provincial capital on Jolo island. 


Areas of water-soaked mud ap¬ 
peared to be drying out, which 
could help firefighters get to areas 
previously unreachable. 


where Abu Sayyaf militants have 
carried out years of bombings, 
kidnappings and beheadings and 
have aligned themselves with 
Islamic State, which claimed re- 
sponsibihty for the attack. 

Duterte walked slowly into 
the bombed cathedral, where 
the wooden pews were still in 
disarray. 

He ordered the armed forces 
to crush Abu Sayyaf, a militant 
group that has an estimated 300 
to 400 members, mostly in Sulu, 
where it is holding several foreign 
and Filipino kidnap victims. 

Duterte later met with families 
of the bombing victims at a mili¬ 
tary camp in Jolo, where coffins 
were laid side by side. 

Defense Secretary Delfin 
Lorenzana, who was with the pres¬ 
ident, blamed the attack on Abu 
Sayyaf commander Hatib Sawad- 
jaan, who he said has pledged al¬ 
legiance to ISIS. 



Andrea Comas/AP 


Spanish taxis block Castellana Avenue, the main roadway in the 
capital, Madrid, during a strike Monday. 


Duterte visits site of fatal 
bombings at cathedral 
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Holding a flag with the Star of Vei^ina, the emblem of the ancient Greek kingdom of Macedonia, an 
opponent of the agreement that requires the country to change its name to North Macedonia in order to 
join NATO attends a rally in the northern port city of Thessaloniki, Greece, on Friday. 

What will come next after 
Macedonia name change? 


WORLD 

US student 
who broke 
lamp jailed 
in Japan 

Los Angeles Times 

After several months of study¬ 
ing religion in Bali, Julian Adame 
was looking forward to seeing 
more of the world. 

The 22-year-old University of 
Redlands senior went to Japan 
in May and planned to meet a 
friend in Thailand a few days 
later. But when he didn’t show up, 
fellow student Kate Emmons got 
worried. 

After numerous calls and 
messages to embassies in differ¬ 
ent countries, Emmons learned 
that her friend had been jailed 
in Shibuya, Japan, after officials 
said he resisted arrest. 

Nine months later, Adame is 
still overseas — now in a Tokyo 
jail. His next court appearance is 
scheduled for mid-February. 

Emmons, 22, also a senior at 
Redlands, has been collecting 
donations to assist with Adame’s 
return to the U.S., coordinate vis¬ 
its and keep in touch with govern¬ 
ment officials. 

Officials at Redlands have been 
in contact with local and interna¬ 
tional law enforcement agencies, 
a university spokesperson said, 
and some of Adame’s professors 
have written to Japanese authori¬ 
ties, testifying to his character. 

The US. State Department 
said consular officers are assist¬ 
ing Adame and that state officials 
visit him regularly at the Tokyo 
jail. 

Adame’s ordeal started as a 
night out with people he had met 
in his hostel, Emmons said. The 
night he was arrested, Adame 
had a few beers and fell asleep 
in a bar. His new companions 
had left and Japanese police of¬ 
ficers woke him, but Adame was 
distrustful of the men, Emmons 
said. His friends had warned him 
before they left the hostel to be¬ 
ware of Japanese gang members 
dressing like police and extorting 
or kidnapping travelers. 

So when officers told Adame 
that he owed $900 for breaking 
a lamp, Emmons said, her friend 
didn’t believe them. 

“He was convinced they were 
gang members,” she said. 

Adame was taken first to a 
community police box and then 
driven to his hostel to pick up his 
passport. 

According to Emmons, a video 
submitted as evidence shows 
Adame repeatedly telling offi¬ 
cers, “You’re going to kill me.” 
He called 911 more than a dozen 
times during his confrontation 
with Japanese officials, she said. 

When Adame retrieved his 
passport, officers began hand¬ 
cuffing him, Emmons said. 

“He was really startled by this, 
so he turned around and acci¬ 
dentally scuffed one of the offi¬ 
cers’ chins,” she said, leading to a 
charge of “the obstruction of the 
performance of official duties.” 


By Konstantin Testorides 
AND Elena Becatoros 
Associated Press 

SKOPJE, Macedonia — Mace¬ 
donia is changing its name to 
North Macedonia in return for 
Greece dropping its objections 
to its northern neighbor joining 
NATO to settle a nearly three- 
decade dispute. But what does a 
country have to do, practically, 
when it changes its name? 

Greece’s parliament ratified 
the deal on Friday in one of the 
final steps needed to end the 
disagreement between the two 
neighbors. 

Changing a country’s name 
is by no means unprecedented 
— many nations have done so, 
generally following political up¬ 
heavals or at the end of colonial 
periods. Think Burma to Myan¬ 
mar, Rhodesia to Zimbabwe, 
Zaire to Congo and, more recent¬ 
ly, Swaziland to eSwatini. 

Many things in Macedonia will 
have to change but some others, 
such as internet domain names, 
will remain the same. Here’s a 
look at the path ahead: 

What is changing? 

The country adopted the name 
Republic of Macedonia after it 
declared independence from the 
former Yugoslavia in 1991. It has 
been recognized as such by more 
than 130 countries, but not by 
the United Nations, NATO or the 
European Union, due to Greece’s 
objections. Greece argued use of 
the term “Macedonia” usurped 
its own ancient heritage. 

So the country’s official name 
was the Former Yugoslav Repub¬ 


lic of Macedonia, or FYROM. 

Once the name change is com¬ 
plete, that will change to Repub¬ 
lic of North Macedonia, or North 
Macedonia for short. 

What happens now? 

Once the deal comes into ef¬ 
fect, the country will inform the 
rest of the world, including the 
United Nations, that it is now 
called North Macedonia, and will 
apply to join NATO and the Euro¬ 
pean Union. 

The UN. step could prove 
tricky. Russia, a UN. Security 
Council member, has slammed 
the name change process as a 
crude violation of Macedonian 
law under pressure from the West 
so the country can join NATO. 

What else will change? 

The government in Skopje will 
have a five-year grace period to 
implement practical changes, 
such as altering official letter¬ 
head and changing passports and 
car license plates. The deal stipu¬ 
lates two transitional periods, one 
technical and one political. 

The five-year technical period 
is for official documents and 
materials for international use, 
while the five-year political pe¬ 
riod is for documents and materi¬ 
als used domestically. The latter 
process could actually take many 
more years. 

Statues and monuments 

The construction of monuments 
has played a big role in the dispute 
with Greece. Macedonia’s former 
prime minister, Nikola Gruevski, 
ordered a plethora of statues and 


monuments, including of ancient 
Greeks, to festoon the capital, 
Skopje, and other areas. 

Once the name change takes 
effect, Macedonia will have six 
months to “review the status of 
monuments, public buildings and 
infrastructures on its territory. 

Within six months it will also 
have to stop using the sixteen- 
rayed Sun of Vergina, a symbol in 
ancient Greek art and associated 
with Alexander’s dynasty, which 
Macedonia formerly displayed 
on its first national flag after 
independence. 

Commerce and trade 

Here the issue becomes less 
clear. For usage in commercial 
names, trademarks and brand 
names, the deal says Greece and 
Macedonia agreed to encourage 
their respective business commu¬ 
nities to “ institutionalize a sin¬ 
cere, structured and in good faith 
dialogue ... (to) seek and reach 
mutually accepted solutions.” 

An international expert panel 
is to be established including rep¬ 
resentatives of both countries to 
implement this. 

Schoolbooks and history 

The two sides have a year from 
the signing of the agreement in 
June 2018 to ensure that school 
textbooks or other materials such 
as maps, atlases and teaching 
guides do not contain any irre¬ 
dentist or revisionist references. 
A committee of experts on his¬ 
toric, archaeological and educa¬ 
tional matters, supervised by the 
foreign ministries of each coun¬ 
try, is to review the materials. 


Danes erect fence 
to stop swine fever 

COPENHAGEN, Denmark 

— Denmark has begun erecting a 
43.4-mile fence along the German 
border to keep out wild boars in 
an attempt to prevent the spread 
of African swine fever, which 
could jeopardize the country’s 
valuable pork industry. 

Work on the fence, which will 
be up to 5 feet tall, began Monday 
in Padborg, 136 miles southwest 
of Copenhagen. It was authorized 
by Danish lawmakers in June 
after the government warned 
that Denmark’s pork exports to 
non-European Union countries 

— worth $1.6 billion annually 

— could be affected by African 
swine fever. 

Tornado in Havana 
kills 3; 174 are injured 

HAVANA, Cuba — Cuba’s 
president said a tornado in east¬ 
ern Havana killed three people 
and injured 174 others. 

The Cuban capital was battered 
late Sunday and early Monday by 
powerful winds and heavy rains. 
A blackout hit many Havana 
neighborhoods around 9 p.m. 

Photos posted by Cuban media 
and Havana residents on Twitter 
showed cars crushed by fallen 
light posts and cars trapped in 
floodwaters around the city. One 
local radio station said on Twitter 
that the neighborhoods of Regia 
and 10 de Octubre and the town of 
San Miguel de Padron had been 
affected by the tornado. 

Hundreds of thousands 
more fish die on river 

CANBERRA, Australia 

— Hundreds of thousands of 
fish died Monday in the third 
mass death in recent weeks on 
a stretch of a mgjor Australian 
river that local officials blamed 
on drought but critics said at 
least partly stemmed from water 
mismanagement. 

The latest deaths began over¬ 
night in the Darling River near 
the township of Menindee in west¬ 
ern New South Wales state. That’s 
the same area where hundreds 
of thousands of fish were found 
floating dead in early January 
and shortly before Christmas. 

Hot weather is suspected of 
causing algae to bloom, then cool¬ 
er overnight temperatures caused 
the algae to die, which starved the 
water of oxygen. 

Thai girl group in hot 
water over swastika shirt 

BANGKOK — A popular Thai 
music act has apologized amid 
a scandal set off when one of its 
members wore a shirt showing 
the swastika flag of Nazi Germa¬ 
ny during a performance. 

The incident involving the girl 
group BNK48 occurred just two 
days ahead of International Holo¬ 
caust Remembrance Day. 

Israel’s embassy in Thailand 
posted a statement on Twitter 
expressing “shock and dismay 
over the Nazi outfit worn by the 
singer.” 

The performer, Pichayapa 
“Namsai” Natha, 19, blamed her 
own ignorance for her actions as 
she delivered a tearful apology 
and asked for forgiveness. 

From The Associated Press 
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By Philip Zelikow 

Special to The Washington Post 

D uring his confirmation hear¬ 
ings, attorney general nominee 
William Barr cautioned that 
while he intended to provide “as 
much transparency as I can” about the re¬ 
sults of special counsel Robert Mueller’s 
investigation, he might be required to keep 
certain elements of the counsel’s report 
that dealt with grand jury matters confi¬ 
dential. Mueller and his staff should con¬ 
sider dividing their report into two parts, 
one of which would provide the public an 
overall narrative of their findings about 
Russian efforts to interfere in the 2016 
presidential election. The American peo¬ 
ple and the American government deserve 
those facts. 

Unlike past independent counsels, in¬ 
cluding Leon Jaworski, who investigated 
the Nixon administration, or Kenneth 
Starr, who pursued the Clinton-Lewinsky 
affair, or the 9/11 Commission, for which 
I served as executive director, Mueller is 
acting as a Justice Department employee 
who is conducting a special investigation 
for the attorney general. Yet, from the start, 
the Justice Department made this work 
broader than just a legal investigation. 

In appointing Mueller in May 2017, and 
elaborating the scope of his work in August 
2017, Deputy Attorney General Rod Rosen- 
stein referred to and endorsed former FBI 
Director James Comey’s description of 
Mueller’s mission as a counterintelligence 
inquiry into “the Russian government’s ef¬ 
forts to interfere in the 2016 presidential 
election.” That counterintelligence investi¬ 
gation could extend to the investigation of 
what crimes were committed but was not 
limited to the criminal questions. 

A report on the counterintelligence in¬ 
vestigation is a report on a threat to Amer¬ 
ica’s national security: a significant, covert 
foreign intervention into the country’s 
most important political process. This is 


By Arthur I. Cyr 

Special to Stars and Stripes 

T he global news media continue 
to devote rapt attention to the at 
times acrimonious, occasionally 
friendly, interchange between 
two flamboyant leaders. President Donald 
Trump and North Korean leader Kim 
Jong Un. Center stage right now is the an¬ 
nouncement that they will meet again in 
February. 

Meanwhile, the effective disciplined 
leadership of low-key President Moon Jae- 
in of South Korea often is overlooked. The 
associated sustained positive contributions 
of South Korea to Asian and broader in¬ 
ternational relations likewise are not the 
stuff of blaring headlines or intense over¬ 
wrought TV personalities. 

However, at the start of 2019 that situa¬ 
tion is changing, at least to a degree. The 
influential Asia News Network has named 
Moon “Person of the Year.” 

South Korea’s chief executive quite 
rightly is praised for serving as initiator, 
broker and mediator between the U.S. and 
North Korea, which last year brought the 
two national leaders together. That accom¬ 
plishment is too easily oversimplified and 
minimized. 

At the end of 2017, Trump and Kim were 
trading crude and at times personal insults 
via the global media. Moon’s work behind 
the scenes not only restrained but also re¬ 
versed that sad situation. 

Moon insisted on meeting with the North 
Korea delegation to the 2018 Winter Olym¬ 
pics, held last February in Pyeongchang, 


quite apart from the separate matter of 
who committed what crimes. It is not nec¬ 
essarily a crime for Russians to interfere in 
our politics. It may or may not be a crime 
for Americans to work with the Russians 
or their agents, depending on the specifics 
of what people knew and did — evidentiary 
issues — and whether the allegations are 
prosecutable. 

But our government and citizens are cer¬ 
tainly entitled to understand, as best they 
can, the counterintelligence story: how the 
Russian government carried out a series of 
covert operations to intervene in the elec¬ 
tion of a U.S. president, and how Ameri¬ 
cans may have encouraged or worked with 
the foreign agents. 

One of the most important insights from 
the 9/11 Commission work was the value 
of explaining the context, including a study 
of both sides. Therefore, we tried to bring 
the reader into al-Qaida’s world and its op¬ 
erational planning, not just examine the 
American reactions. 

In Mueller’s case, this means, for ex¬ 
ample, that part of the narrative could set 
a context to help citizens understand how 
the Russian government carries out covert 
activities, the way many Russian busi¬ 
nesspeople interact with this work and the 
way Americans who do business with such 
connected Russians comprehend this. 
Similarly, the report can set the context 
of the Trump campaign in 2016, and how 
it operated, that was relevant to the Rus¬ 
sian intervention. Some of this may have 
spilled over into the presidential transition 
process as well, if not the operations of the 
administration itself 

The other part of Mueller’s report could 
be a road map of the progress of criminal 
investigations, explaining certain prosecu¬ 
torial choices so far, and also referrals of 
some investigations to other parts of the 
Justice Department or to other authorities. 
In handling the issue of referrals, Mueller 
has the option, which Jaworski followed 
in 1974, of providing the attorney general 


South Korea. The group included Kim’s 
sister, an influential figure in the regime. 

Moon was sworn in on May 10, 2017, 
right after the voters’ ballots were counted 
following a special presidential election. 
He received approximately 41 percent of 
the vote, putting him 17 percent ahead of 
the nearest rival. From the very start, he 
emphasized relations with North Korea. 

Moon took office in a time of tension 
and uncertainty on both sides of the 38th 
Parallel, the border that divides Korea into 
north and south. South Korea had just ex¬ 
perienced the ordeal of impeachment and 
removal from office of a sitting president. 
Park Geun-hye. 

During Moon’s youth, he was arrest¬ 
ed and imprisoned because of activism 
against the dictatorship of Park Chung-hee. 
Reflecting that experience, he decided to 
pursue a career as a human rights lawyer. 
He also served in the South Korean army 
special forces and saw action in the Demil¬ 
itarized Zone along the 38th Parallel. 

Military ties between South Korea and 
the United States are of vital importance 
but also often overlooked. Collaboration is 
particularly close and long-term between 
the armies of the two nations. During the 
long Vietnam War, South Korea main¬ 
tained approximately 50,000 troops in 
South Vietnam. 

A large percentage of that total were 
combat troops. South Korean army troops 
developed a deserved reputation for effec¬ 
tiveness in that brutal, vexing war. 

South Korea at the time had no substan¬ 
tial economic investment in South Vietnam. 
The sole incentive was strong commitment 


with material prepared for referral to a 
House committee responsible for consid¬ 
ering possible articles of impeachment. As 
Jaworski did, this particular referral road 
map could signal key issues of presidential 
misconduct, introduce the surrounding 
facts and point to relevant evidence. 

Above all, because of its counterintelli¬ 
gence writ, the Mueller report should pro¬ 
vide a historical account of a troubling and 
intensely controversial episode in Ameri¬ 
can history. The special counsel regula¬ 
tions invest the attorney general with the 
authority to decide how much of Mueller’s 
work is shared with the public and in what 
form. “As much transparency as I can” 
is the right answer. If Barr is confirmed, 
the country is counting on him to keep his 
promise. 

The 9/11 Commission started from this 
premise. We were fortunate in the final 
choice of commission Chairman Thomas 
Kean and Vice Chairman Lee Hamilton. 
Kean and Hamilton were veteran politi¬ 
cians, but Kean had originally been trained 
as an academic historian at Princeton, 
working with R.R. Palmer. Kean’s hope, 
like mine, was that the commission would 
provide a reasonably sound understanding 
of what had happened, a foundation that 
others could build on. Hamilton deeply 
influenced the “house style” of the work, 
always driving it to be terse and factual, 
leaving larger interpretive conclusions to 
the good judgment of the reader, free of 
off-putting technical vocabulary without 
being dumbed down, and accessible to in¬ 
terested citizens. 

Hamilton doubted, though, that many 
people would read such a long, detailed 
report. In that, he underestimated the 
citizenry, as people sometimes do. Robert 
Mueller and William Barr should trust 
Americans to rise to the occasion once 
again. 

Philip Zelikow is the White Burkett Miller 
professor of history and J. Wilson Newman 
professor of governance at the Miller Center 
of Public Affairs at the University of Virginia. 


to the United States, dating from our vital 
support during and after the Korean War 
of 1950 to 1953. 

Moon was chief of staff to President Roh 
Moo-hyun. He finished a close second to 
Park Geun-hye in the 2012 presidential 
election. 

North Korea greeted the inauguration of 
a new president in South Korea by launch¬ 
ing yet another long-range missile four 
days later. The new Hwasong-12 missile 
reached a greater height than any of the 
other six tested that year. The missile re¬ 
portedly could reach as far as Guam, U.S. 
territory where the U.S. maintains military 
facilities, according to aerospace engineer 
John Schilling, of the US.-Korea Institute 
at Johns Hopkins University’s School of 
Advanced International Studies. 

Yet North Korea remains in desperate 
economic condition. The willingness of the 
population of that nature to endure des¬ 
titution over the long term, while appar¬ 
ently still supporting the ruling regime, 
is remarkable. Current United Nations 
economic sanctions, however, are clearly 
hurting those at the top. There are tangible 
reasons to pursue rapprochement with the 
South — and the U.S. 

Leaders in Washington, Beijing and 
elsewhere should encourage and reinforce 
Moon’s skillful initiatives. Seoul has the 
high ground not only in moral terms, but 
also in hard realities of economic and mili¬ 
tary strength. Above all, here the United 
States should let South Korea lead. 

ArthuFlT Cyns CTausFFbrsfing'ulshed”Prbfess6r“' 

at Carthage College and author of “After the Cold 
War.” 


Don’t underestimate - or underuse - Moon’s efforts 
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AMERICAN ROUNDUP 


THE CENSUS 


9,300 


The approximate number of feral hogs that were killed in Missouri last year. The Missouri 
Department of Conservation reported Friday that it killed the hogs with the help of partner 
agencies and private landowners. More than 6,500 were killed in 2017. Feral hogs are a 
menace in parts of Missouri. The conservation department says they damage property 
and agriculture by aggressively rooting through soil and trampling and eating crops. The 
problem is most persistent in southeast Missouri. 




Andre Teague, Bristol (Va.) Herald Courier/AP 


A mammoth prediction 


Jeff Campbell, called the Mammoth Whisperer, gets the crowd ready for Woolly the Mammoth’s winter prediction Saturday at Northwood 
High School in Saitville, Va. Woolly predicted six more weeks of winter. 


Man clings to hood of 
SUV in fit of road rage 

nyi A BOSTON — State po- 
lwl^% lice said they were 
called to the Massachusetts Turn¬ 
pike because a man was clinging 
to the hood of a moving SUV in an 
apparent fit of road rage. 

Massachusetts State Police re¬ 
sponded Friday to 1-90 westbound 
in Weston, where witnesses had 
gotten the SUV to stop. 

Police said Mark Fitzgerald, 
37, and Richard Kamrowski, 65, 
got into a minor crash, then Kam¬ 
rowski got onto Fitzgerald’s SUV. 

Police said Fitzgerald traveled 
at speeds of up to 70 miles per 
hour, stopping and accelerating 
when Kamrowski didn’t get off. 

Fitzgerald, of Lynn, is charged 
with assault with a dangerous 
weapon and other violations. Ka¬ 
mrowski, of Framingham, was 
charged with disorderly conduct. 

Using ‘The Office/ man 
helps save woman’s life 

A ^ TUCSON — A classic 
scene from a decade-old 
episode of “The Office” helped an 
Arizona mechanic save an uncon¬ 
scious woman’s life. 

The Arizona Daily Star re¬ 
ported that Cross Scott, 21, found 
a woman locked in her car and 
broke in, finding she wasn’t 
breathing. 

He doesn’t have any emergency 
training but thought of the show 
where Steve Carell’s character 
does CPR to the tune of the Bee 
Gees’ song “Stayin’ Alive.” The 
song has the correct tempo for 
chest compressions. 

Within a minute, the woman 
was breathing and she was taken 
to a hospital and later released. 

Police: Woman who hit 
squad car driving drunk 

«»| BEAVER DAM — Au- 
wW I thorities said a woman, 
46, was driving drunk when she 
collided with a Dodge County 
Sheriff’s Office squad car. 

WITI-TV reported that a Dodge 
County deputy was stopped to 
help a disabled semitrailer early 
Saturday morning when the 
woman rear-ended the squad car 
while the deputy was inside of the 
vehicle. The woman sustained 
minor injuries and was treated 
at the scene by paramedics. The 
deputy was not hurt. 

Authorities said the woman was 
arrested for operating while in¬ 
toxicated and inattentive driving. 

Police escort buses 
after objects thrown 

^ n WILLAMINA — Sev- 
eral vehicles, includ¬ 
ing log trucks and school buses, 
have been damaged by someone 
throwing objects at them near the 
Oregon town of Willamina. 

The Oregon State Police is look¬ 
ing into at least five such incidents, 
most of them reported within the 
last week, Portland television sta¬ 
tion KATU reported. 

Police escorted school buses 
in Willamina on Friday after the 
district reported rocks, apples 
and other objects being thrown at 
the buses while they were travel¬ 
ing with students on board. 


Puppy shot in the head 
with an arrow survives 

Q SWANSEA — Authori- 
ties said a 5-month-old 
puppy survived after showing 
up on its owner’s porch in South 
Carolina with an arrow through 
its head. 

Calhoun County deputies said 
the owner let the dog out of the 
house without a leash and “Loca” 
returned with an arrow that had 
entered the front of its head near 
the snout. 

The owner rushed the dog to a 
Columbia veterinarian. 

Technician Meghan Ames told 
The Times and Democrat of Or¬ 
angeburg it is a miracle the arrow 
missed the dog’s brain, spine and 
vital parts of its throat. Ames said 
the puppy is recovering. 

Veterinarians reposition 
puppy’s front paws 

^1# STILLWATER — A 
puppy born with his 
front paws facing up instead of 
down and unable to walk is recov¬ 


ering after surgery at Oklahoma 
State University’s Center for Vet¬ 
erinary Health Sciences. 

Dr. Erik Clary said Friday that 
he’s pleased with the progress of 
the 10-week-old dog, named Milo. 
The 8-pound puppy had elbow 
surgery Jan. 9 in Stillwater. 

Clary said Milo, apparently 
part beagle and coon hound, suf¬ 
fered from congenital elbow dis¬ 
location. Clary inserted pins in 
Milo’s elbows to realign the joints 
and help the dog eventually learn 
to walk. 

An animal rescue group found¬ 
er took Milo to the school and is 
caring for the puppy. 

Coke pays $1M to host 
free month at museum 

^ A ATLANTA — Officials 
say Coca-Cola Co. is 
paying for a month of free public 
admission to the National Center 
for Civil and Human Rights in 
Atlanta. 

Coca-Cola Foundation Presi¬ 
dent Helen Smith Price told news 
outlets a $1 million donation to 
the center will allow free admis¬ 


sion through February. Center 
Interim CEO Brian Tolleson said 
the grant will help the museum 
share civil rights history with 
Super Bowl visitors and others. 

Atlanta-based Coke isn’t an 
official sponsor of the game that 
will be played Feb. 3 at Mercedes- 
Benz Stadium. But its World of 
Coca-Cola museum is next to the 
center, which is about a mile from 
the stadium. 

200 pounds of pot 
seized at illegal party 

AA A SPRINGFIELD — 
I Police in Springfield 
said they seized 200 pounds of 
marijuana at an illegal party held 
at a strip club. 

The Republican newspaper 
reported that police said 150 cus¬ 
tomers and 30 to 40 marijuana 
vendors attended the party at 
Mardi Gras in Springfield on 
Friday. 

Springfield Mayor Domenic 
Sarno has called for disciplinary 
hearings to consider revoking the 
establishment’s licenses. 

Dan Kelly, attorney for Mardi 


Gras Entertainment as well as 
its president, said Saturday it’s a 
large building with multiple ten¬ 
ants and open warehouse space. 
He said it’s inaccurate to say the 
drug bust was at the club. 

Police said undercover officers 
bought marijuana at the event and 
two vendors face drug charges. 

Former home of singer 
Johnny Cash for sale 

T|y HENDERSONVILLE 
I — A four-acre lake- 
front property near Nashville 
where Johnny Cash and his wife 
June Carter Cash lived is for sale 
for $3.9 million. 

The house on the property 
where Cash lived burned down 
in 2007, but the estate includes a 
swimming pool, a tennis court and 
a 546-square-foot log cabin. The 
couple lived there for 35 years. 

The Tennessean reported the 
Cashes lived on the Henderson¬ 
ville property until they died 
four months apart in 2003. A fire 
in 2007 destroyed their 14,000- 
square-foot house. 

From wire reports 
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SAG win boosts 'Black Panther' 

Top honor lends 
Oscars credibility; 

‘Maisel’ sweeps its 
awards categories 


Richard Shotwell, Invision/AP 

From left: “Black Panther” actors Dana! Gurira, Isaach de Bankole, 
Chadwick Boseman, Lupita Nyong’o and Angela Bassett accept the 
award for outstanding performance by a cast in a motion picture at 
the Screen Actors Guild Awards on Sunday in Los Angeles. 


By Jake Coyle 

Associated Press 

“Black Panther” took the top 
award at Sunday’s 25th Screen 
Actors Guild Awards in Los 
Angeles, giving Ryan Coogler’s 
superhero sensation its most 
significant awards-season honor 
yet and potentially setting up 
Wakanda for a m^or role at next 
month’s Academy Awards. 

The two leading Oscar nomi¬ 
nees — “Roma” and “The Fa¬ 
vourite” — were bypassed by 
the actors guild for a best en¬ 
semble field that also included 
“BlacKkKlansman,” “Crazy 
Rich Asians,” “Bohemian Rhap¬ 
sody” and “A Star Is Born.” 

Chadwick Boseman tried to 
put into context the moment for 
the trailblazing “Black Panther,” 
which also won for its stunt per¬ 
former ensemble. “To be young, 
gifted and black,” he said, quot¬ 
ing the Nina Simone song. 

“We know what it’s like to be 
told there isn’t a screen for you 
to be featured on, a stage for you 
to be featured on. ... To be be¬ 
neath and not above. And that is 
what we went to work with every 
day,” said Boseman. “We knew 
that we could create a world that 
exemplified a world we wanted 
to see.” 

The win puts “Black Panther” 
squarely in contention for best 
picture at the Academy Awards 
where it’s nominated for seven 
honors including best picture. 
In the past decade, the SAG en¬ 
semble winner has gone on to 
win best picture at the Academy 
Awards half of the time. 

In the lead acting categories, 
Glenn Close and Rami Malek 
solidified themselves as front¬ 
runners with wins that followed 
their triumphs at the Golden 
Globes. Close, 71, a seven-time 
nominee but never an Oscar 
winner, won best actress for her 
performance in “The Wife.” 

Malek, wining best actor 
over Christian Bale (“Vice”) 
and Bradley Cooper (“A Star Is 


Born”) for his performance in 
“Bohemian Rhapsody,” seem¬ 
ingly sealed the Oscar many are 
predicting for him. 

More surprising was Emily 
Blunt’s best supporting actress 
win for her performance in the 
horror thriller “A Quiet Place.” 
Blunt, also nominated by the 
guild for her lead performance 
in “Mary Poppins Returns,” 
was visibly shocked. She wasn’t 
among the Oscar nominees for 
either film. 

“Guys. That truly has blown 
my slicked hair back,” said 
Blunt, who praised her husband 
and “A Quiet Place” director 
John Krasinski as a “stunning 
filmmaker.” “Thank you for giv¬ 
ing me the part. You would have 
been in m^or trouble if you 
hadn’t.” 

Best supporting actor in a film 
went more as expected. Maher- 
shala Ali, who won two years 
ago for “Moonlight,” won for his 
performance in Peter Farrelly’s 
interracial road trip “Green 
Book.” 

The Amazon series “The Mar¬ 
velous Mrs. Maisel” swept the 
comedy series awards. It won 
best ensemble in a comedy se¬ 
ries, as well as individual honors 


for Rachel Brosnahan and Tony 
Shalhoub, whose win was a sur¬ 
prise in a category that included 
Bill Hader (“Barry”) and Mi¬ 
chael Douglas (“The Kominsky 
Method”). 

Tom Hanks presented the 
lifetime achievement award to 
Alan Alda, who in July revealed 
that he had been living with Par¬ 
kinson’s disease for more than 
three years. Alda, 83, said the 
award came at a reflective mo¬ 
ment for him. 

“I see more than ever now how 
proud I am to be a part of our 
brotherhood and sisterhood of 
actors,” said Alda. “It may never 
have been more urgent to see the 
world through another person’s 
eyes. When a culture is divided 
so sharply, actors can help — a 
least a little —just by doing what 
we do. And the nice part is it’s 
fun to do it. So my wish for all of 
us is: Let’s stay playful.” 

For the second time, the cast 
of “This Is Us” won best en¬ 
semble in a drama series. Other 
TV winners included Sandra Oh 
(“Killing Eve”), Darren Criss 
(“Assassination of Gianni Ver¬ 
sace”), Jason Bateman (“Ozark”) 
and Patricia Arquette (“Escape 
at Dannemora”). 


SAG Awards winners 

FILM 

Actress: Glenn Close, “The Wife” 
Actor: Rami Malek, “Bohemian 
Rhapsody” 

Ensemble: “Black Panther” 
Actress in a supporting role: 
Emily Blunt, “A Quiet Place” 
Actor in a supporting role: 
Mahershala Ali, “Green Book” 
Stunt Ensemble: “Black 
Panther” 

TELEVISION 
Actor in a comedy series: 

Tony Shalhoub, “The Marvelous 
Mrs. Maisel” 

Actress in a comedy series: 
Rachel Brosnahan, “The 
Marvelous Mrs. Maisel” 

Comedy series ensemble: 

“The Marvelous Mrs. Maisel” 
Actor in a drama series: 

Jason Bateman, “Ozark” 

Actress in a drama series: 
Sandra Oh, “Killing Eve” 

Drama series ensemble: 

“This Is Us” 

Actor in a TV movie or limited 
series: Darren Criss, “The 
Assassination of Gianni Versace: 
American Crime Story” 

Actress in a limited TV movie 
or series: Patricia Arquette, 
“Escape at Dannemora” 

TV Stunt Ensemble: “GLOW” 
Life Achievement: Alan Alda 


From The Associated Press 



Michael Jackson’s family condemns TV documentary 


By Andrew Dalton 

Associated Press 

Michael Jackson’s family members said 
Monday that they are “furious” that two men 
who accuse him of sexually abusing them as 
boys have received renewed attention be¬ 
cause of a new documentary about them. 

The family released a statement denounc¬ 
ing “Leaving Neverland,” a documentary 
film featuring Jackson accusers Wade Rob¬ 
son and James Safechuck that premiered 
last week at the Sundance Film Festival and 
is set to air in the spring on HBO and the 
U.K.’s Channel 4. 

“Michael always turned the other cheek. 


and we have always turned the other cheek 
when people have gone after members of our 
family — that is the Jackson way,” the state¬ 
ment said. “But we can’t just stand by while 
this public lynching goes on.... Michael is not 
here to defend himself, otherwise these alle¬ 
gations would not have been made.” 

The family points out that Jackson was 
subjected to a thorough investigation that 
included a surprise raid of his home, the 
Neverland Ranch, but was still acquitted at 
his criminal trial in 2005, in a case involving 
another young man. 

Robson testified at that trial, saying he had 
slept in Jackson’s room many times, but that 
Jackson had never molested him. Safechuck 


made similar statements to investigators as a 
boy. Jackson died in 2009. 

Both men filed lawsuits in 2013 saying 
stress and trauma had forced them to face 
the truth and admit they were sexually 
abused. The suits have been thrown out on 
technical grounds but are under appeal. 

The Jackson statement calls the men “per¬ 
jurers” because of this reversal, saying the 
family is “furious” that media outlets without 
evidence have chosen “to believe the word of 
two admitted liars over the word of hundreds 
of families and friends around the world who 
spent time with Michael.” 

The film’s director Dan Reed has said he 
has no doubts about the men’s validity. 


‘Serenity’ fails 
to break ‘Glass’ 
at the box office 

Associated Press 

Matthew McConaughey had one 
of the worst debuts of his career, 
Oscar nominees saw only modest 
bumps and M. Night Shyamalan’s 
“Glass” easily remained No. 1 on a 
quiet weekend in movie theaters. 

The weekend’s two new wide 
releases—McConaughey’s tropic 
noir “Serenity” and the updated 
King Arthur tale “The Kid Who 
Would Be King” — both flopped 
with moviegoers who instead 
continued to flock to “Glass” and 
Kevin Hart’s “The Upside.” 

Shyamalan’s sequel to “Un¬ 
breakable” and “Split” sold $19 
million in tickets according to es¬ 
timates Sunday. In 10 days of re¬ 
lease, Shyamalan’s self-financed 
thriller has made $73.6 million 
domestically and $162.7 million 
globally. 

“The Upside,” starring Hart 
and Bryan Cranston, also stayed 
lodged in second place with $12.2 
million in its third weekend. 

The weekend’s biggest bud¬ 
get new entry, the well-reviewed 
“The Kid Who Would Be King” 
opened poorly with $7.3 million 
against a $59 million budget. In 
filmmaker Joe Cornish’s modern- 
day London version of the Arthu¬ 
rian legend, a working-class boy 
pulls Excalibur from a stone. 

“Serenity” boasted a starry 
cast including Anne Hathaway 
and Jason Clarke, but made only 
$4.8 million in ticket sales. 

The film, about a fishing boat 
captain on a mysterious island 
and made for about $25 million, is 
among McConaughey’s weakest- 
performing wide-release debuts. 
For Hathaway, it’s a new low. 

Other news 

■ Brennin Hunt, who played 
rocker Roger Davis in the live 
broadcast of the musical “Rent” 
on Fox, was injured during a Jan. 
23 rehearsal, forcing the produc¬ 
ers to use pre-recorded material 
the following night. 

■ Seven months after XXX- 
Tentacion was killed, the rap¬ 
per’s son has been born. Jenesis 
Sanchez, XXXTentacion’s girl¬ 
friend, gave birth Jan. 23 to baby 
boy Gekyume Onfroy. The rap¬ 
per was fatally shot in June in 
what authorities called a robbery 
attempt. 

■ Jay Asher, author of the best¬ 
selling novel “Thirteen Reasons 
Why” that became a Netflix se¬ 
ries, is suing the authors’ group 
the Society of Children’s Book 
Writers and Illustrators over alle¬ 
gations that he harassed women. 

■ Wayne Newton is kicking 
off a new series of shows in Las 
Vegas. “Mr. Las Vegas” started 
Monday with dates scheduled 
through May. 

■ Oscar-winning composer 
and pianist Michel Legrand, 
whose hits included the score for 
the ’60s romance “The Umbrellas 
of Cherbourg” and the song “The 
Windmills of Your Mind” and 
who worked with some of biggest 
singers of the 20th century, died 
Jan. 26. He was 86. 
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2020 CMC Sierra takes it to the next level 



By Mark Phelan 
Detroit Free Press 



I ^ slogan, but it just might be 
M ^ an understatement in the 
case of the new 2020 GMC Sierra HD 2500 
and 3500 pickups. I got an early look and 
towing demo recently. The trucks go on 
sale this summer 

Sharing only the roof of its cab with the 
light-duty Sierra that went on sale in 2018, 
the new Sierra HDs boast a unique body, 
dramatically increased towing capacity 
from the previous model’s 23,300 pounds, 
and features to make even a novice com¬ 
fortable towing massive trailers. 

The Sierra and Chevrolet Silverado HD 
mark the first time GM’s most capable 
pickups had their own development pro¬ 
gram and chief engineer, rather than spin¬ 
ning off from the light-duty trucks, which 
are called 1500s. 

‘Job is to innovate’ 

“People don’t want to have to look at the 
badge to know it’s an HD,” chief engineer 
Jaclyn McQuaid told me at General Motors’ 
Milford Proving ground. “At the end of the 
day, the customer needs to do work. We fo¬ 
cused on towing, payload and powertrain.” 

Gliding across the blacktop as if the 
truck and 27-foot trailer combo was a mid¬ 
size sedan, she explained features with im¬ 
probable names like “transparent trailer.” 

The new HDs are nearly 9 inches longer 
than the light duty Sierra 1500 and about 
5 inches taller. Their wheelbase grew 2 
inches. 


GMC worked hard to keep the truck 
from getting too bulky to use. Despite its 
greater overall height, the liftover to put 
cargo into the bed is an inch lower than 
before. There are work-boot size steps out¬ 
side the front of the bed so average-sized 
people can retrieve objects from outside. 
The Sierra HD also has GMC’s six-feature 
MultiPro tailgate, which makes it easier to 
load and unload the rear of the bed. Like 
everything else but the pickup’s already 
roomy interior, the HD’s tailgate is bigger 
than the light duty trucks. 

The Sierra HD bristles with digital cam¬ 
eras and sensors to help maneuver and tow 


large trailers. 

“We asked our customers how they use 
the trucks,” McQuaid said. “Our job is to 
innovate and make that easier.” 

Smart trailers and fine horses 

The cameras play a key role in that. The 
Sierra’s computers can meld their images 
to give an overhead view of the whole truck, 
look into the bed to inspect cargo, check 
along the wheels when parallel parking, get 
two different views of a trailer hitch when 
hooking up, even look into the trailer, with a 
remote camera synced into the system. 

Then there’s that transparent trailer. 


This view combines images from along the 
sides of a rear-facing view from the back of 
the trailer. Combined onto the center-stack 
video screen, they provide a view of the 
road behind as if the trailer wasn’t there. 
It’s remarkable, and the kind of thing it’s 
hard to imagine drivers doing without once 
they’ve experienced it. 

A “smart trailer” app allows the driver to 
turn on the water heater or air conditioning 
or check other functions in a travel trailer. 

“A lot of people see HDs as work trucks 
only,” McQuaid said, who said GM’s cus¬ 
tomers “deserve more.” 

“It’s about being a work truck they can 
take out to dinner in the evening.” 

Fifty percent of Sierra HD sales are lux¬ 
urious Denali models, she said. They tow 
fifth-wheel trailers that can approach six 
figures and horses worth far more. 

“What they’re towing is worth more than 
the truck,” McQuaid said. There’s also an 
HD version of GMC’s new AT4 off-road 
model. 

Power comes from GM’s 6.6L V8 Dura- 
max diesel linked to an all-new 10-speed 
Allison automatic transmission. A new 
gasoline V8 is coming, but details are still 
secret. 

GMC hasn’t said how much the 2020 
GMC Sierras will cost, but it should be in 
the same neighborhood as the 2019 2500 
and 3500, which ran from $38,200 to 
$60,100 before options. 

The “HD” label leads people to call the 
pickups heavy-duty models, but GMC, 
Chevy Ram, Ford and Nissan’s HD, Su- 
perDuty and XD pickups are classified as 
medium-duty trucks like utility company 
bucket trucks and UPS vans for regulatory 
purposes. 
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Survey: US recession unlikely within a year 


Survey highlights 

■ More than half of survey respondents (53 percent) 
report shortages of skilled labor at their firms. That is an 
increase from 47 percent in October and the highest per¬ 
centage since October 2000. 

■ 41 percent of respondents report their firms have ei¬ 
ther no difficulties hiring experienced workers (22 per¬ 
cent) or no open positions (19 percent), percentages that 
have held steady since the October survey. 

■ For respondents reporting difficulties in hiring, the 
positions that are most difficult to staff are high-skill po¬ 
sitions — cited by 74 percent of respondents. That is 
followed by difficulty filling mid-skill positions, cited by 52 
percent of respondents. Only 27 percent of respondents 


report difficulty filling low-skill positions. 

■ The majority of respondents (84 percent) indicate that 
one year after its passage the 2017 Tax Cuts and Jobs 
Act has not caused their firms to change hiring or invest¬ 
ment plans. This is similar to the 81 percent in the previ¬ 
ous survey. 

■ A majority of respondents (77 percent) indicate that 
trade concerns have not caused their firms to change in¬ 
vestment, hiring and pricing plans—a percentage equiva¬ 
lent to that in the previous survey. But sizable shares of 
responses from goods-producing panelists report their 
firms are raising prices (36 percent) and delaying invest¬ 
ments (27 percent). 

Source: National Association for Business Economics 


By Josh Boak 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — A m^ority 
of business economists foresee 
no recession in the United States 
within the next 12 months but do 
predict a slowdown in growth this 
year. 

A survey by the National As¬ 
sociation for Business Economics 
finds that nearly two-thirds of re¬ 
spondents think the economy will 
keep growing this year in what 
would become the longest expan¬ 
sion on record in U.S. history at 
more than 10 years. 

Still, the survey results re¬ 
leased Monday reflect a collective 
belief that some of the economy’s 
momentum is fading. Compared 
with the NABE’s previous sur¬ 
vey in October, for example, a 
smaller proportion of economists 
said their companies’ sales were 
rising. And fewer expect profit 


growth to increase. Corporate in¬ 
vestment in new equipment has 
also cooled. 

Most of the economists say 
President Donald Trump’s eco¬ 
nomic policies have done little 
to affect their businesses’ plans. 


An overwhelming majority — 84 
percent — say Trump’s 2017 tax 
cuts, which sharply reduced the 
burden on corporations, failed to 
influence their companies’ hiring 
or investment outlooks. A near¬ 
ly equal proportion of respon¬ 


dents (77 percent) indicated that 
Trump’s trade policies haven’t af¬ 
fected their companies’ plans for 
hiring, pricing or investment. 

The results fit a broader pat¬ 
tern. The economy appears to be 
slowing as a dose of stimulus from 


Nissan says it’s ‘cooperating fully’ with SEC inquiry 


Associated Press 

TOKYO — Nissan Motor Co. said Monday 
it has received an inquiry from the U.S. Se¬ 
curities and Exchange Commission, suggest¬ 
ing investigations into dealings by former 
chairman Carlos Ghosn could expand beyond 
Japan. 

The Japanese automaker confirmed “we 
have received an inquiry from the SEC, and 
are cooperating fully. We cannot provide fur¬ 
ther details.” 

The statement followed reports by both 
Japanese and foreign media that the U.S. 
financial markets watchdog was investigat¬ 
ing Nissan’s pay to executives in the United 
States. 

Bloomberg, citing people familiar with the 
matter, said the SEC was probing whether 


Nissan’s executive pay disclosures were ac¬ 
curate and if the carmaker had taken enough 
steps to prevent improper payments. 

Ghosn is facing charges in Japan of falsify¬ 
ing financial statements by under-reporting 
his compensation and of breach of trust re¬ 
lated to his handling of investment losses and 
payments to a Saudi businessman. 

Ghosn has been detained in Tokyo since his 
arrest on Nov. 19. He has said he is innocent of 
any wrongdoing. 

Nissan has factories in Canton, Miss., and 
in Smyrna, Tenn. The company’s shares are 
traded as American Depository receipts in 
the U.S. 

Ghosn led an expansion of production in the 
U.S., Nissan’s biggest market. 



Eugene Hoshiko/AP 

Visitors are seen at a Nissan showroom in 
Tokyo in November. Nissan Motor Co. said it 
is cooperating with an inquiry from the U.S. 
Securities and Exchange Commission. 


Trump’s tax cuts has been fading. 
Job growth has been steady, but 
the stock market has stumbled and 
global growth has deteriorated. 

Home sales have weakened, and 
2019 began with a blast of nervous 
uncertainty as the federal govern¬ 
ment endured what became a 35- 
day partial shutdown. 

The NABE survey, which has 
been conducted quarterly since 
1982, was based on responses 
from 106 economists who are em¬ 
ployed by companies or industry 
trade associations. 
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Military rates 

Euro costs (Jan. 29).$1.1716 

Dollar buys (Jan. 29).€0.8535 

British pound (Jan. 29).$1.35 

Japanese yen (Jan. 29).107.00 

South Korean won (Jan. 29).1,088.00 

Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar).0.3770 

British pound.$1.3171 

Canada (Dollar). 1.3282 

China (Yuan) 6 7451 

Denmark (Krone). 6.5336 

Egypt (Pound). 17.6569 

Euro.$1.1426/0.8752 

Hong Kong (Dollar).7.8462 

Hungary (Forint) 27797 

Israel (Shekel).3.6766 

Japan (Yen).109.24 

Kuwait (Dinar).0.3031 

Norway (Krone). 8.5251 

Philippines (Peso).52.54 

Poland (Zloty).3.76 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).3.7504 

Singapore (Dollar). 1.3535 

South Korea (Won).1,119.86 

Switzerland (Franc).0.9916 

Thailand (Baht).31.54 

Turkey (New Lira). 5.3295 

(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Discount rate. 

Federal funds market 

3-month bill.. 

30-year bond. 


3 00 
3 25 

rate.2.40 

2 33 

3 06 


WEATHER OUTLOOK 



WEDNESDAY IN THE PACIFIC 



68/63 


The weather is provided by the 
American Forces Network Weather Center, 
2nd Weather Squadron at Offutt Air Force Base, Neb. 
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DID YOU APPROV 
tAY BUDGET REQUES 

V? 

j 

1 

1 

I 

NO, YOU 

USED THE 

OLD FORtA. 
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1 

1 

i 

1 

1 

IN HINDS 
SHOULD HA 
THE great: 
BUDGET REQ 
BEFORE UJE 
OLD ONES 
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EON OF NEW 
UE5T FORtAS 
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'rttesTUPioX CHec/^THe ^ 

jRoms- 

mKmJ Gom.y 

TROUBLESHOOTING 

GUIDE 

Trouble shooting? ] 
Aim better. 

^ HAHAHAHA 
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EXACTLY. WHAT WOULP 
IMPRE&A THEM MORE THAM 
AM ENTIRE OAHPAm 
^AAEP OM THE WI&E&T 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 “Sad to say ...” 

5 Armed conflict 
8 Folksinger Joan 

12 Jet speed 
measure 

13 Greek mountain 

14 Big name in scat 

15 Docking site 

16 Leftovers carrier 
18 Screenwriter’s 

creations 

20 Reddish horses 

21 “I’m not 
impressed” 

22 Martini liquor 

23 Skilled 

26 Flood protection 

30 Gun the engine 

31 Witty one 

32 “As I see it,” 
to a texter 

33 Sleazy hotel 
36 Be nosy 

38 Train lines (Abbr.) 

39 Aunt, in 
Acapulco 

40 Part of 
Flispaniola 

43 Iced desserts 
47 Cinched 

49 October 
birthstone 

50 Words to a 
back-stabber 

51 In the style of 


52 Alpha follower 

53 Couturier 
Christian 

54 “Of course” 

55 Appear 

DOWN 

1 Band boosters 

2 Secular 

3 Computer brand 

4 Tempura choice 

5 Shoebox datum 

6 Big fusses 

7 Cleaning cloth 

8 Past 

9 Jessica of 
“Dark Angel” 

10 Flair 

11 Turns sharply 
17 Beam 

19 Favorite 
22 Joke 


23 Canine cry 
24N.J. neighbor 

25 First lady? 

26 Droop 

27 Life story 
281 love (Lat.) 

29 Republicans 
31 Existed 

34 Camelot king 

35 French cheese 

36 — Lancelot 

37 Bigwigs 

39 Roman robes 

40 Wasted no time 

41 Con 

42 “Suffice — 
say ...” 

43 Shopper’s delight 

44 Fencing sword 

45 London gallery 

46 Bridge coup 
48 Inlet 
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CRYPTOQUIP 


EGIT FRUDD MGXDCPIT 
ILGXHXV I L V P U J P C X T U P K 


X T V I D D X S I T M I , EGUV RXSGV 
JTI MUDD VGIR? VXTK 


HPUXTF. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: VICIOUS RUFFIAN 
WHO DOES NOTHING BUT WICKED THINGS 
AROUND THE CLOCK: THE BRUTE OF ALL EVIL. 
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: D equals L 
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FREE AD Guidelines: 


• Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads 
must contain price and contact information. 
No websites will be accepted in Free ads. 


STARSI^STRI PES.' 


CLASSIFIED 


Go to stripes.com to place your free ad. Sell fast/ Buy fast 


When you see this^^£ 
camera icon go to stripes.com 
to view the uploaded photo. 


Advertising' 
Circulation 
Reader Letters 


Van Rowell rowell.van@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9111 DSN 314.583.9111 

letters@stripes.com 


Robert Reismann reismann.robert@stripes.corr 
+49(0)631.3615.9150 DSN 314.583.9150 

letters@stripes.com 


Mari Matsumoto SSPcirculation@stripes.ci 
+81(3) 6385.3171 DSN 315.229.3171 

letters@stripes.com 



Announcements 040 Automotive 


SCAM 

FADS 

Classifieds scams can 
buyers with classifieds 


140 i Tax Assistance 


SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 


relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 


^H&R BLOCKS 

Germany H&R BlockTax 
Offices Get face-to-face ta 

i&a 1 

X help. 

Ramstein Wiesbaden 

06371-8020410 06134-256963 i 

Vilseck 

01735-736112 

^mail: eclemons(S)hrblock.com^ 


Autos for Sale 
■ Germany 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


Farmers Insurance Open 

PGA TOUR 
Sunday 

At Torrey Pines GC 
San Diego 
Purse: $7.1 miiiion 

s-South Course; Yardage: 7,698 Par: 72 
n-North Course; Yardage: 7,258 Par: 72 

J. Rose, $1,278,000 63n-66s-69-69-267 -21 

Adam Scott, $766,800 70s-66n-65-68-269 -19 
Talor Gooch, $411,80069s-68n-67-68-272 -16 
H.Mtsyama, $411,800 66n-66s-73-67-272 -16 
Jason Day, $259,150 67n-71s-69-67-274 -14 
R. Mcliroy, $259,150 71s-65n-69-69-274 -14 
Jon Rahm, $259,150 62n-72s-68-72-274 -14 

B. Horschel, $220,100 66n-68s-71-70-275 -13 
Scott Brown, $184,60070s-68n-68-70-276 -12 

J. Dahmen, $184,600 68s-67n-70-71-276 -12 

C. Smith, $184,600 71n-69s-71-65-276 -12 

G. Woodland, $184,60071s-70n-69-66-276 -12 
Bud Cauley, $121,714 66n-70s-74-67-277 -11 
Matt Jones, $121,714 67n-74s-69-67-277 -11 

R. Palmer, $121,714 67s-67n-75-68-277 -11 

Sepp Straka, $121,71469n-67s-71-70-277 -11 
Tony Finau, $121,714 69s-69n-69-70-277 -11 
P. Reed, $121,714 69n-69s-69-70-277 -11 

M.Thompson, $121,71468s-69n-69-71-277 -11 
Doug Ghim, $79,804 63n-73s-67-75-278 -10 
C. Howell III, $79,804 66s-70n-75-67-278 -10 
Sung Kang, $79,804 71n-70s-66-71-278 -10 
Jason Kokrak,$79,80471n-69s-69-69-278 -10 
Tiger Woods, $79,804 70s-70n-71-67-278 -10 
John Huh, $56,623 68s-68n-71-72-279 -9 

T.Mullinax, $56,623 70s-71n-68-70-279 -9 
X. Schauffele, $56,62369s-70n-70-70-279 -9 
Danny Willett, $56,62371n-68s-70-70-279 -9 
Jonas Blixt, $45,144 68s-69n-74-69-280 -8 
M. Hughes, $45,144 70n-70s-70-70-280 -8 

SI Woo Kim, $45,144 67n-68s-73-72-280 -8 
Robert Streb, $45,144 69s-68n-72-71-280 -8 
Jim Knous, $45,144 70n-71s-70-69-280 -8 

H. Lebioda, $45,144 70n-67s-68-75-280 -8 

S. Bae, $35,003 68n-67s-71-75-281 -7 

K. Bradley, $35,003 68n-71s-69-73-281 -7 

W.CIark, $35,003 69s-67n-70-75-281 -7 

J. Spieth, $35,003 65n-72s-72-72-281 -7 

A. Svensson, $35,003 70n-67s-69-75-281 -7 

Sam Burns, $29,110 70s-66n-74-72-282 -6 
Luke List, $29,110 70s-69n-71-72-282 -6 

J.T. Poston, $29,110 72s-68n-69-73-282 -6 
Julian Etulain,$21,15871s-67n-71-74-283 -5 
Russell Knox, $21,15867n-70s-73-73-283 -5 
Martin Laird, $21,158 73s-66n-69-75-283 -5 

M. Leishman, $21,158 68n-73s-70-72-283 -5 

N. Lindheim, $21,158 71s-69n-70-73-283 -5 

Sam Ryder, $21,158 69n-69s-72-73-283 -5 
S.Staiiings, $21,158 69n-71s-71-72-283 -5 
Nick Taylor, $21,158 71s-68n-72-72-283 -5 
Kevin Tway, $21,158 70n-71s-72-70-283 -5 
E.Grilio, $16,557 67n-74s-70-73-284 -4 

Sungjae im, $16,557 72s-68n-72-72-284 -4 
Chris Stroud, $16,557 66s-71n-74-73-284 -4 
C. Thompson, $16,55774s-66n-70-74-284 -4 

B. Thornberry, $16,55771s-67n-72-74-284 -4 

C. Davis, $15,762 72s-69n-72-72-285 -3 

Biil Haas, $15,762 67n-72s-70-76-285 -3 

Beau Hossier, $15,76267n-70s-74-74-285 -3 

A. Schenk, $15,762 72n-69s-74-70-285 -3 

John Senden, $15,762 68n-73s-72-72-285 -3 
G.Murray, $15,123 68n-72s-71-75-286 -2 

B. Silverman, $15,123 68s-71n-72-75-286 -2 

B.Snedeker, $15,123 68n-73s-71-74-286 -2 

S. Stefani, $15,123 67n-74s-70-75-286 -2 

~ ' ' 73s-66n-74-74-287 -1 

66s-71n-74-76-287 -1 
70s-71n-72-74-287 -1 

_ 64n-75s-71-77-287 -1 

Ryan Blaum, $14,129 71n-70s-75-72-288 E 

R. Sabbatini, $14,129 72s-68n-76-72-288 E 

John Chin, $13,703 66n-71s-77-75-289 -M 

S. Muniz, $13,703 68n-72s-75-74-289 -H 

J.Niemann, $13,703 66n-73s-70-80-289 -H 

Nick Watney, $13,703 72s-68n-74-75-289 +1 
Sean O’Hair, $13,348 71n-69s-77-73-290 +2 
M.Hoffmann, $13,206 70n-70s-79-72-291 +3 


R. Fowler, $14,555 

B. Hagy, $14,555 

S. Jaeger, $14,555 

C. T. Pan, $14,555 


College basketball 


Men’s AP Top 25 fared 

■ - ■ ^ - t play Next: 

at South Carolina, Tuesday. 

2. Duke (17-2) did not play. Next: at 
Notre Dame, Monday. 

3. Virginia (18-1) did not piay. Next: at 
No. 21 N.C. State, Tuesday. 

4. Gonzaga (19-2) did not play. Next: at 
BYU, Thursday. 

5. Michigan (19-1) did not piay. Next: 
vs. Ohio State, Tuesday. 

6. Michigan State (18-3) iost to Purdue 
73-63. Next: at No. 19 iowa, Friday. 

7. Nevada (19-1) did not play. Next: at 
UNLV, Tuesday. 

8. Kentucky (16-3) did not play. Next: 
at Vanderbilt, Tuesday. 

9. Kansas (16-4) did not play. Next: at 
Texas, Tuesday. 

10. Virginia Tech (16-3) did not play. 
Next: at Miami, Wednesday. 

11. North Carolina (15-4) did not play. 
Next: at Georgia Tech, Tuesday. 

12. Marquette (18-3) did not play. Next: 
at Butler, Wednesday. 

13. Maryland (16-5) did not play. Next: 
vs. Northwestern, Tuesday. 

14. Buffalo (18-2) did not play. Next: vs. 
Ball State, Tuesday. 

14. Texas Tech (16-4) did not play. 
Next: vs. TCU, Monday. 

16. Auburn (13-6) did not play. Next: at 
Missouri, Wednesday. 

17. Houston (20-1) beat Tulsa 77-65. 
Next: vs. Temple, Thursday. 

18. Villanova (16-4) beat Seton Hall 80- 
52. Next: at DePaul, Wednesday. 

19. Iowa (16-5) lost to Minnesota 92-87. 
Next: at No. 5 Michigan, Friday. 

20. Mississippi (14-5) did not play. 
Next: at Florida, Wednesday. 

21. N.C. State (16-4) did not play. Next: 
vs. No. 3 Virginia, Tuesday. 

22. Mississippi State (15-4) did not 
play. Next: at Alabama, Tuesday. 

23. Louisville (15-5) did not play. Next: 
at Wake Forest, Wednesday. 

24. Iowa State (15-5) did not play. Next: 
vs. West Virginia, Wednesday. 

25. LSU (16-3) did not play. Next: at 
Texas A&M, Wednesday. 

Sunday’s men’s scores 

EAST 

Cincinnati 72, Temple 68 
Fairfield 80, Iona 68 
Georgetown 89, St. John’s 78 
NJIT 76, North Alabama 70, OT 
Princeton 91, Wesley (DE) 62 
Providence 70, DePaul 67 
Quinnlpiac 77, St. Peter’s 58 
Rider 86, Marist 85 
UMass 77, Rhode Island 70 
Villanova 80, Seton Hall 52 
SOUTH 

Florida Gulf Coast 88, North Florida 80 
Florida St. 78, Miami 66 
Liberty 69, Jacksonville 59 
Lipscomb 88, Stetson 65 
Memphis 77, UCF57 

MIDWEST 

Illinois St. 76, Indiana St. 62 
Loyola of Chicago 75, S. Illinois 50 
Minnesota 92, Iowa 87 
Purdue 73, Michigan St. 63 
SOUTHWEST 
Houston 77, Tulsa 65 

FAR WEST 
Hawaii 80, UC Davis 60 
Oregon 78, Washington St. 58 

Women’s AP Top 25 fared 

Sunday 

1. Notre Dame (19-2) lost to North Car¬ 
olina 78-73. Next: at Clemson, Thursday. 

2. Baylor (17-1) beat Oklahoma 74-53. 
Next: at Oklahoma State, Wednesday. 

3. UConn (18-1) beat UCF 93-57. Next: 
at No. 4 Louisville, Thursday. 

4. Louisville (19-1) beat Pittsburgh 70- 
42. Next: vs. No. 3 UConn, Thursday. 

5. Oregon (19-1) beat Washington 76- 
57. Next: vs. No. 21 Utah, Friday. 

6. Stanford (17-2) lost to No. 21 Utah 
75-68. Next: at California, Thursday. 

7. Mississippi State (19-1) beat Missis¬ 
sippi 80-49. Next: at LSU, Thursday. 

8. N.C. State (20-0) beat Georgia Tech 
68-60. Next: at Wake Forest, Thursday. 


Auto racing 


9. Oregon State (17-3) beat Washing 
-n State 52-35. Next: vs. Colorado, Fri 


10. Marquette (18-3) beat Butler 87-58. 
Next: at DePaul, Sunday. 

11. Maryland (18-2) beat Indiana 76- 
56. Next: vs. Wisconsin, Thursday. 

12. Texas (17-3) did not play. Next: vs. 
West Virginia, Monday. 

13. Syracuse (16-4) beat Duke 64-55. 
Next: vs. Virginia, Thursday. 

14. Rutgers (16-4) beat Penn State 69- 
61. Next: vs. Indiana, Thursday. 

15. Kentucky (17-4) lost to No. 24 Texas 
A&M 73-71. Next: vs. No. 19 South Caro¬ 
lina, Thursday. 

16. Arizona State (14-6) beat Southern 
Cal 68-59. Next: vs. Arizona, Friday. 

17. Iowa (16-4) beat Purdue 72-58. 
Next: at Michigan, Thursday. 

18. Gonzaga (19-2) did not play. Next: 
at Pacific, Thursday. 

19. South Carolina (13-5) did not play. 
Next: vs. Vanderbilt, Monday. 

20. Iowa State (15-5) did not play. Next: 
vs. Texas Tech, Tuesday. 

21. Utah (18-1) beat No. 6 Stanford 75- 
68. Next: at No. 5 Oregon, Friday. 

22. Florida State (17-3) beat Virginia 
Tech 56-54. Next: vs. Miami, Thursday. 

23. Michigan State (15-5) beat Michi¬ 
gan 77-73. Next: vs. Penn State, Thurs- 

'^^24. Texas A&M (16-4) beat No. 15 Ken¬ 
tucky 73-71. Next: vs. Vanderbilt, Thurs¬ 
day. 

25. Missouri (16-6) beat Auburn 74-65. 
Next: at LSU, Monday, Feb. 4. 

Sunday’s women’s scores 

EAST 

Davidson 60, Fordham 56 
Delaware 74, Coll, of Charleston 50 
Drexel 67, UNC-WilmIngton 55 
George Washington 55, Duquesne 54 
Hofstra 78, Northeastern 61 
Maine 95, Binghamton 66 
Manhattan 69, Marist 51 
North Alabama 77, NJIT 54 
Penn 81, Haverford 46 
Quinnipiac 76, Iona 39 
Rutgers 69, Penn St. 61 
Seton Hall 76, Georgetown 63 
Siena 50, St. Peter’s 46 
UConn 93, UCF 57 
Villanova 73, St. John’s 57 
William & Mary 80, Towson 69 
SOUTH 

Alabama 58, Georgia 53 
Arkansas 83, Florida 73 
Florida Gulf Coast 80, North Florida 48 
Florida St. 56, Virginia Tech 54 
George Mason 75, Rhode Island 69 
James Madison 82, Elon 30 
Louisville 70, Pittsburgh 42 
Miami 76, Boston College 73 

.“t. 80, Mississippi 49 

^ 72, Oakland 50 
8, Georgia Tech 60 
North Carolina 78, Notre Dame 73 
Syracuse 64, Duke 55 
Tennessee 74, LSU 65 
VCU 57, Saint Louis 47 
Wake Forest 52, Virginia 42 
MIDWEST 

Dayton 72, Saint Joseph’s 65 
DePaul 73, Xavier 71 
Drake 78, Evansville 47 
Iowa 72, Purdue 58 
Marquette 87, Butler 58 
Maryland 76, Indiana 56 
Michigan St. 77, Michigan 73 
Missouri 74, Auburn 65 
Missouri St. 108, Valparaiso 63 
N. Iowa 71, Indiana St. 51 
Northwestern 64, Illinois 56 
S. Illinois 74, Loyola of Chicago 63 
Wisconsin 70, Nebraska 69 
Wright St. 78, Detroit 59 
SOUTHWEST 
Baylor 74, Oklahoma 53 
TCU 58, Kansas 53 
Texas A&M 73, Kentucky 71 
FAR WEST 

Arizona St. 68, Southern Cal 59 
California 80, Colorado 60 
Oregon 76, Washington 57 
Oregon St. 52, Washington St. 35 
UCLA 98, Arizona 93 
Utah 75, Stanford 68 


Figure skating ■ Deals 


Dubai Desert Classic 

At Emirates GC 
Dubai, United Arab Emirates 
Purse: $3.25 miiiion 
Yardage: 7,238; Par: 72 
Finai 

Bryson DeChambeau, US 
Matt Wallace, England 
Sergio Garcia, Spain 
Ian Poulter, England 
Alvaro Quiros, Spain 

Paul Waring, England _ _ _ _ 

Justin Harding, South Africa 70-68-72-63-273 
Lucas Herbert, Australia 69-63-72-69-273 
Thorbjorn Olesen, Denmark 69-67-68-69-273 
Jason Scrivener, Australia 67-67-71-68-273 
Lee Westwood, England 67-70-69-67-273 
Byeong Hun An, S.Korea 
Ernie Els, South Africa 
Li Haotong, China 
Shane Lowry, Ireland 
M. Fitzpatrick, England 
Tommy Fleetwood, England 68-70-68 __ _ _ 
Kalle Samooja, Finland 66-70-68-71-275 
Romain Wattel, France 68-70-70-67-275 
Aiso 

Martin Kaymer, Germany 71-67-72-67-277 
Lucas Bjerregaard, Denmark72-68-67-71-278 
Tyrrell Hatton, England 69-70-71-69-279 
Eddie Pepperell, England 72-67-69-71-279 


66-66-68-64-264 

70-64-69-68-271 

66- 70-70-66-272 

67- 71-70-64-272 
69-64-71-68-272 
67-70-71-64-272 


70-68-68-68-274 

68- 65-70-71-274 
67-67-67-73-274 

69- 67-71-67-274 
65-70-70-70-275 


US Championships 


Championship Men 
Finai Standings 

1. Nathan Chen, Salt Lake City, 342.22 
points. 

2. Vincent Zhou, Palo Alto, Calif., 
284.01. 

3. Jason Brown, Los Angeles, 273.08. 

4. TomokI Hlwatashi, Hoffman Estates, 
III., 253.28. 

5. Alex Krasnozhon, St. Petersburg, 
Russia, 234.52. 

6. Timothy Dolensky, Kennesaw, Ga., 
228.94. 

7. Andrew Torgashev, Coral Springs, 
Fla., 225.97. 

8. Sean Rabbitt, Yorba Linda, Calif., 
217.84. 

Free Skate 

1. Chen, 228.80. 

2. Zhou, 183.76. 

3. Brown, 172.56. 

4. Hlwatashi, 169.23. 

5. Krasnozhon, 151.99. 

6. Torgashev, 149.02. 

7. Dolensky, 147.84. 

8. Alexander Johnson, Minnetonka, 
Minn., 142.41. 


Sunday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

SEATTLE MARINERS - Agreed to 
terms with RHP Hunter Strickland on a 
one-year contract. Designated RHP Max 
Povse for assignment. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

NEW JERSEY DEVILS - Placed D Ben 
Lovej'oy on Injured reserve, retroactive to 
Jan. 15. Recalled F Kevin Rooney, D Egor 
Yakovlev and G Cam Johnson from Bing¬ 
hamton (AHL). 

American Hockey League 

BELLEVILLE SENATORS - Recalled F 
Francois Beauchemin from Brampton 
(ECHL). 

MILWAUKEE ADMIRALS - Returned D 
Ben Danford to Atlanta (ECHL). 

PROVIDENCE BRUINS - Returned F Da¬ 
vid Broil to Jacksonville (ECHL). 

STOCKTON HEAT - Recalled F Mike 
McMurtry from Kansas City (ECHL). 

SOCCER 

Major Soccer League 

D.C. UNITED - Named Dane Murphy 
technical director. 

COLLEGE 

FLORIDA — Named David Turner de¬ 
fensive line coach. 


Roiex 24 

glMSA 

At Daytona International Speedway 
road course 
Daytona Beach, Fla. 

Lap length: 3.56 miles 
(Starting position in parentheses) 

(X-LMP2 class winner; y-GT Le Mans 
class winner; z-GT Daytona class win- 

1. (6) Jordan Taylor, Fernando Alonso, 
Kamui Kobayashi, RengerVan DerZande, 
Cadillac DPI, 593 laps, 96.015 mph 

2. (5) Felipe Nasr, Eric Curran, Pipo De- 
rani, Cadillac DPI, 593, 95.998 

3. (2) Ricky Taylor, Helio Castroneves, 
Alexander Rossi, Acura DPi, 593,95.998 

4. (12) Jonathan Bennett, Colin Braun, 
Romain Dumas, Loic Duval, Nissan DPi, 
589, 95.251 

5. (8) Tristan Vautier, Devlin DeFran- 
cesco, Rubens Barrichello, Misha Goikh- 
berg, Cadillac DPi, 586, 94.876 

6. x-(13) Roberto Gonzalez, Pastor 
Maldonado, Sebastian Saavedra, Ryan 
Cullen, ORECA LMP2, 582, 94.086 

7. (14) Kyle Masson, Robert Masson, 
Cameron Cassels, Kris Wright, ORECA 
LMP2, 578, 93.432 

8. (3) Juan Pablo Montoya, Dane Cam¬ 
eron, Simon Pagenaud, Acura DPi, 576, 
93.225 

9. (47) Filipe Albuquerque, Christian 
Fittipaldi, Joao Barbosa, Mike Conway, 
Cadillac DPi, 573, 92.716 

10. y-(22) Connor De Phillippi, Philipp 
Eng, Colton Herta, Augusto Farfus, BMW 
M8 GTLM, 571, 92.343 

11. (18) Davide Rigon, Miguel Molina, 
Alessandro Pier Guidi, James Calado, 
Ferrari 488 GTE, 571, 92.342 

12. (17) Ryan Briscoe, Richard West¬ 
brook, Scott Dixon, Ford GT, 571, 92.294 

13. (19) Earl Bamber, Laurens Vant- 
hoor, Mathieu Jaminet, Porsche 911 RSR, 
570, 92.240 

14. (15) Nick Tandy, Frederic Makow- 
iecki, Patrick Pilet, Porsche 911 RSR, 569, 
92.088 

15. (10) James Allen, Henrik Hedman, 
Ben Hanley, Nicolas Lapierre, ORECA 
LMP2, 567, 94.996 

16. (16) Jan Magnussen, Antonio Gar¬ 
cia, Mike Rockenfeller, Chevrolet Cor¬ 
vette C7.R, 563, 91.110 

17. z-(28) Rolf Ineichen, Mirko Borto- 
lottl, Christian Engelhart, Rik Breukers, 
Lamborghini Huracan GT3, 561, 90.703 

18. (38) Daniel Morad, Christopher 
Mies, Dries Vanthoor, Ricky Feller, Audi 
R8 LMS GT3, 561, 90.697 

19. (37) Frank Montecalvo, Townsend 
Bell, Aaron Telitz, Jeff Segal, Lexus RC F 
GT3, 561, 90.683 

20. (43) Ian James, Roman DeAngelis, 
Frederic Vervisch, Kelvin van der Linde, 
Audi R8 LMS GT3, 561, 90.672 

21. (26) Trent Hindman, Justin Marks, 
AJ Allmendinger, Mario Farnbacher, Acu¬ 
ra NSX GT3, 561, 90.669 

22. (35) Richard Heistand, Jack Hawk- 
sworth, Austin Cindric, Nick Cassidy, 
Lexus RC F GT3, 560, 90.669 

23. (25) Ben Keating, Jeroen Bleekemo- 
len, Luca Stolz, Felipe Fraga, Mercedes- 


2019 US men’s schedule 

(Won 1, Lost 0) 

Sunday, Jan. 27 — United States 3, 
Panama 0 

Saturday, Feb. 2 — vs. Costa Rica at 
San Jose, Calif., 3:50 p.m. 

Friday, March 22 - vs. TBA 
Tuesday, March 26 — vs. Chile at 
Houston, 8 p.m. 

a-Tuesday, June 18 — vs. TBA at St. 
Paul, Minn. 

a-Saturday, June 22 — vs. TBA at 

Cleveland 

a-Wednesday, June 26 — vs. TBA at 

Kansas City, Kan. 

a-CONCACAF Gold Cup 


AP sportlight 


Jan. 29 

1950 — In an Associated Press poll of 
sports writers and broadcasters. Jack 
Dempsey is voted the greatest fighter of 
the past 50 years. Dempsey received 251 
votes to 104 for Joe Louis. 

1963 — Eleven players and six officials 
are elected to the Pro Football Hall of 
Fame. Jim Thorpe, Red Grange, Bronco 
Nagurski, Sammy Baugh, Dutch Clark, 
Johnny McNally, Ernie Nevers, Mel Hein, 
Pete Henry, Cal Hubbard and Don Hutson 
are the players. The six officials are Bert 
Bell, Joe Carr, George Halas, Curly Lam- 
beau, Tim Mara and George Preston. 

1971 — Hal Greer of Philadelphia be¬ 
comes the sixth player in NBA history to 
score 20,000 points as the 76ers lose to 
Milwaukee 142-118. 

1980 — Norm Nixon plays a then NBA 
record 64 minutes for Los Angeles as the 
Lakers drop a 154-153 four-overtime de¬ 
cision to Cleveland. 

1984 - The East outlasts the West 154- 
145 in overtime in the All-Star Game in 
Denver. MVP Isiah Thomas scores all 21 
of his points after halftime and adds 15 
assists as the East overcomes a 14-point 
halftime deficit and Magic Johnson’s re¬ 
cord 22 assists. 

1988 — Canadian sprinter Ben John¬ 
son breaks his own world indoor best 
in the 50-yard dash at the Toronto Sun 
Challenge. Johnson’s time of 5.15 sec¬ 
onds erases his previous mark of 5.20 
seconds, set two weeks earlier. 


AMG GT3, 560, 90.664 

24. (33) Patrick Lindsey, Patrick Long, 
Matt Campbell, Nicholas Boulle, Porsche 
911GT3R, 560, 90.621 

25. (24) Marcos Gomes, Andrea Berto- 
lini, Chico Longo, Victor Franzoni, Ferrari 
488 GT3, 560, 90.547 

26. (46) Robby Foley, Dillon Machav- 
ern, Jens Klingmann, Bill Auberlen, BMW 
M6 GT3, 560, 90.499 

27. (30) Spencer Pumpelly, Marco Ma- 
pelli, John Potter, Andy Lally, Lamborghi¬ 
ni Huracan GT3, 559, 90.505 

28. (20) Joey Hand, Dirk Mueller, Se- 
bastien Bourdais, Ford GT, 559, 90.471 

29. (23) Oliver Gavin, Tommy Milner, 
Marcel Fassler, Chevrolet Corvette C7.R, 
555, 89.828 

30. (7) Agustin Canapino, Kyle Kaiser, 
Will Owen, Rene Binder, Cadillac DPi, 555, 
89.809 

31. (42) Andrew Davis, Alex Riberas, 
Will Hardeman, Markus Winkelhock, 
Audi R8 LMS GT3, 555, 89.711 

32. (21) John Edwards, Chaz Mostert, 
Alex Zanardi, Jesse Krohn, BMW M8 
GTLM, 553, 89.369 

33. (34) Ana Beatriz, Simona De Silves- 
tro, Christina Nielsen, Katherine Legge, 
Acura NSX GT3, 550, 89.005 

34. (39) Cooper MacNeil, Toni Vilander, 
Dominik Farnbacher, Jeff Westphal, Fer¬ 
rari 488 GT3, 547, 90.875 

35. (41) Ezequiel Perez Companc, Chris 
Haase, Parker Chase, Ryan Dalziel, Audi 
R8 LMS GT3, 547, 88.451 

36. (36) Marco Seefried, Matteo Cairo- 
li, Dirk Werner, Timothy Pappas, Porsche 
911GT3R,545, 90.366 

37. (11) Gabriel Aubry, Mark Kvamme, 
Enzo Guibbert, Matthew McMurry, 
ORECA LMP2, 512, 82.819 

38. (32) Ryan Hardwick, Corey Lewis, 
Andrea Caldarelli, Bryan Sellers, Lambo¬ 
rghini Huracan GT3, 491, 94.323 

39. (31) Lars Kern, Dennis Olsen, Scott 
Hargrove, Zacharie Robichon, Porsche 
911GT3R, 470, 90.569 

40. (27) Giacomo Altoe, Emanuele Bus- 
nelli, Fabio Babini, Taylor Proto, Lambo¬ 
rghini Huracan GT3, 470, 90.552 

41. (45) Don Yount, Steve Dunn, Linus 
Lundqvist, Milos Pavlovic, Lamborghini 
Huracan GT3, 442, 71.564 

42. (4) Jonathan Bomarito, Harry 
Tincknell, Olivier Pla, Mazda DPi, 440, 
116.620 

43. (44) JC Perez, Maximilian Buhk, 
Fabian Schiller, Dominik Baumann, Mer- 
cedes-AMG GT3, 431, 106.613 

44. (29) Mathias Lauda, Daniel Serra, 
Paul Dalla Lana, Pedro Lamy, Ferrari 488 
GT3, 349, 99.861 

45. (9) Stephen Simpson, Chris Miller, 
Juan Piedrahita, Simon Trummer, Cadil¬ 
lac DPI, 226, 77.377 

46. (l) Oliver Jarvis, Tristan Nunez, 
Timo Bernhard, Rene Rast, Mazda DPi, 
220, 116.869 

47. (40) Alfred Renauer, Klaus Bachler, 
Sven Muller, Juergen Haering, Steffen 
Goerig, Porsche 911 GT3 R, 47,103.217 

RACE STATISTICS 

Time of race: 21:59:13.350 

Margin of victory: 13.458 seconds 

Race Distance: 2,111.080 miles 


Sunday 

US 3, Panama 0 

At Giendaie, Ariz. 

Panama 0 0—0 

United States 1 2-3 

First haif— 1, United States, Mihailovic 
(Baird), 40th minute. 

Second haif— 2, United States, Zim¬ 
merman (Lima), 80th minute. United 
States, Ramirez (Lewis), 88th minute. 
Yeiiow cards— None. 

Red cards— None. 

A-9,040. 


1988 — The Detroit Pistons draw an 
NBA regular season record crowd of 
61,983 fans to the Pontiac Silverdome, 
and the fans go home happy as the Pis¬ 
tons down the Boston Celtics 125-108. 

1994 — Julio Cesar Chavez suffers his 
first loss in 91 fights when Frankie Ran¬ 
dall knocks him down in the 11th round 
and wins the WBC super lightweight 
championship on a split decision. 

1995 — San Francisco’s Steve Young 
throws a record six touchdown passes, 
and the 49ers became the first team to 
win five Super Bowls with a 49-26 rout of 
the San Diego Chargers. 

2000 — Utah’s Karl Malone becomes 
the third player in NBA history to score 
30,000 points when he makes a layup 
with 8:53 left in the third quarter of a OS¬ 
SA loss to Minnesota. 

2012 — Lydia Ko becomes the young¬ 
est person ever to win a professional golf 
tour event by winning the Bing Lee/Sam¬ 
sung Women’s NSW Open on the ALPG 
Tour. She is 14 and 8 months, one year 
younger than the previous youngest per¬ 
son ever to win a professional golf tour 
event, Japan’s Ryo Ishikawa. 

2012 — Novak Djokovic outlasts Ra¬ 
fael Nadal to defend his Australian Open 
title in the longest ever Grand Slam final 
and becomes the fifth man to win three 
straight majors in the Open Era. Djokovic 
completes a 5-hour, 53-minute 5-7,6-4,6-2, 
6-7 (5), 7-5 victory over Nadal at 1:37 a.m. 
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NHL 


League-best Lightning 
back from break with 
‘unfinished business’ 

Everything going right for Tampa Bay 



Ben Margot/AP 

Tampa Bay’s Nikita Kucherov watches a puck in the accuracy 
shooting event during the skills competition as part of the NHL 
hockey All-Star weekend in San Jose, Calif., on Friday. 


By Josh Dubow 

Associated Press 

SAN JOSE, Calif. — For Ste¬ 
ven Stamkos and the Tampa Bay 
Lightning, just about everything 
has gone right so far this season. 

But as they get ready to return 
from the All-Star break as the 
NHL’s top team, the Lightning 
knows there is little they can do 
before April to make this a suc¬ 
cessful campaign. 

Tampa Bay leads the league 
with 76 points so far this season, 
opening up a 13-point edge over 
the next best team in the East¬ 
ern Conference. But after losing 
in the Stanley Cup Final in 2015 
and then in Game 7 of the confer¬ 
ence finals in 2016 and T8, noth¬ 
ing short of winning it all will be 
enough for the Lightning. 

“There’s still some unfinished 
business,” Stamkos said at All- 
Star weekend. “We have a chip 
on our shoulder. I’m sure there 
are a lot of teams that would be 
happy to go to a Stanley Cup Final 
and three of the last four Eastern 
Conference Finals. That’s tough 
to do. But with the expectations 
being so high for our group, we 
came into this year thinking this 


was our year, our turn.” 

The Lightning thought that also 
was the case a year ago when they 
took a 3-2 lead over Washington 
in the conference final. But they 
were outscored 7-0 in the next 
two games and it was the Capitals 
who ended up winning it all. 

Nikita Kucherov, who leads the 
NHL with 78 points, says it’s sim¬ 
ple what needs to be different this 
time around. 

“Just make sure we score goals 
in Game 6 and 7 and play well de¬ 
fensively,” he said. 

There is still much to be decided 
in the final 10 weeks of the season. 
There are competitive division 
races outside of Tampa Bay’s 
runaway pace in the Atlantic, and 
23 of the 31 teams are within five 
points of a playoff berth. 

Even in a place like Edmonton 
where the Oilers have been in 
turmoil for much of the season 
— with coach Todd McLellan 
getting fired in November and 
general manager Peter Chiarel- 
li losing his job just before the 
break — there is still hope for the 
stretch run. 

Star Connor McDavid was 
grilled on media day about the 
problems, but he tried to put a 


positive light on it, pointing out 
that the team is just three points 
out of the playoffs despite so much 
going wrong. 

“What I look forward to coming 
back from the break is trying our 
best to prove everyone wrong,” 
he said. “We get to decide how 
we’re going to finish the second 
half That’s what I’m looking for¬ 
ward to.” 

The tightest races are in the 
Metropolitan Division, where the 
upstart Islanders are three points 
ahead of the defending champion 
Capitals and the Central Division 
where powerhouses Nashville 
and Winnipeg are tied with 64 
points apiece. 

The Jets had won six of seven 


before dropping the final game 
before the break, while the Pred¬ 
ators broke out of a rough patch of 
four losses in five games by win¬ 
ning at Colorado and Vegas. 

Calgary has built a little more of 
an edge in the Pacific with a five- 
point lead over San Jose, but both 
the Sharks and defending West¬ 
ern Conference champion Golden 
Knights are poised to push the 
Flames down the stretch. 

The Sharks finished before the 
break with a thrilling, come-from- 
behind 7-6 overtime win at Wash¬ 
ington and hope the preseason 
addition of star defenseman Erik 
Karlsson proves to be the final 
piece needed to lead the franchise 
to its first championship. 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 


Atlantic Division 
GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

‘ ‘ ‘ 76 199 140 

62 174 140 
61 154 149 
59 143 128 
54 140 144 
48 152 170 
45 145 172 
43 156 187 


49 30 17 2 

51 28 18 5 

49 27 17 5 


Tampa Bay 

Toronto 

Montreal 


Buffalo 48 24 18 

Florida 48 20 20 

Detroit 51 19 25 

Ottawa 50 19 26 _ . 

Metropoiitan Division 
N.Y. Islanders 49 29 15 5 63 147 122 

Washington 50 27 17 6 60 171 162 

Columbus 48 28 17 3 59 154 146 

Pittsburgh 48 26 16 6 58 169 146 

Carolina 50 24 20 6 54 140 149 

N.Y. Rangers 48 21 20 7 49 139 164 

Philadelphia 48 19 23 6 44 139 169 

New Jersey 48 18 23 7 43 140 164 

Western Conference 

Centrai Division 
- OT Pts GF GA 

64 167 134 


Winnipeg 48 31 15 _ __ 

Nashville 52 30 18 4 64 161 135 

Minnesota 50 26 21 3 55 142 142 

Dallas 49 24 21 4 52 126 128 

Colorado 50 22 20 8 52 169 162 

St. Louis 49 22 22 5 49 139 149 

Chicago 51 18 24 9 45 156 190 

Pacific Division 

Calgary 51 33 13 5 71 190 145 

San Jose 52 29 16 7 65 187 167 

Vegas 52 29 19 4 62 157 140 

Vancouver 51 23 22 6 52 147 161 

Anaheim 51 21 21 9 51 120 153 

Arizona 50 23 23 4 50 132 142 

Edmonton 50 23 24 3 49 144 163 

Los Angeles 50 20 26 4 44 114 150 

Note: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 
Saturday’s games 

Central All-Stars vs Pacific Ail-Stars: 
Central 10, Pacific 4 

Metropoiitan Ali-Stars vs Atlantic Ali- 
Stars: Metropolitan 7, Atiantic 4 

All-Star Game Final: Metropolitan 10, 
Centrai 5 

Sunday's games 

No games scheduled 

Monday’s games 
New Jersey at Pittsburgh 
Winnipeg at Phiiadeiphia 
Tuesday’s games 
Winnipeg at Boston 
Buffaio at Columbus 
Philadelphia at N.Y. Rangers 
Wednesday’s games 
Tampa Bay at Pittsburgh 
Buffaio at Dai las 


Feb. 23 — Stadium Series, Pittsburgh 
it Phiiadeiphia, Lincoln Financial Field. 
April 6 — Last day of regular season. 
April 10 — Stanley Cup playoffs begin. 


Blue Jackets winning despite drama surrounding stars 



WiLFREDO Lee/AP 


Two-time Vezina Trophy-winning goaltender Sergei Bobrovsky will 
be an unrestricted free agent after this season, but his uncertain 
contract situation hasn’t slowed the Columbus Blue Jackets, who are 
in a four-way tie for the top spot in the Metropolitan Division. 


Every season brings some challenges, it 
doesn’t matter what kind of situation. There 
will be tough times, there will be fun times. ^ 

Sergie Bobrovsky 

Columbus Blue Jackets goaltender 


By Mitch Stacy 

Associated Press 

COLUMBUS, Ohio — Drama 
stemming from the uncertain 
future of two of the team’s big¬ 
gest stars has simmered in the 
background for half a season, but 
the Columbus Blue Jackets don’t 
seem all that bothered. 

With a bye week bumping up 
against the All-Star weekend, 
most of the Blue Jackets enjoyed 
a long midseason break, knowing 
changes could soon be coming 
that will alter the team’s lineup 
and identity. 

Two-time Vezina Trophy-win¬ 
ning goaltender Sergei Bobrovsky 
and winger Artemi Panarin will 
be unrestricted free agents after 
the season and thus far have re¬ 
fused to sign extensions. At least 
one of Russian stars could be dealt 
by the Feb. 25 trade deadline. 

Despite the inner tumult and an 
anemic power play, the Blue Jack¬ 
ets are winning. They entered the 
break 28-17-3, on track for a 100- 
point season and elbowing for the 
top spot in the Metropolitan Divi¬ 
sion with the New York Islanders, 
Washington and Pittsburgh. After 
dropping a back-to-back before the 
bye week, Columbus won five of 
its last eight and put together sep¬ 
arate winning streaks of four and 
five games since mid-December. 

“They can handle a lot of 


things,” general manager Jarmo 
Kekalainen told Bluejackets, 
com. “That speaks well for the 
leadership inside the locker room 
and also the character of the play¬ 
ers in the room.” 

Columbus returns to action at 
home Tuesday against Buffalo. 

The 30-year-old Bobrovsky, a 
fan favorite in his seventh season 
in Columbus , wants more money 


than the team is willing to pay for 
a multiyear deal. His contract has 
a no-move clause he would have 
to waive to be traded and he’s de¬ 
clined to say whether he would be 
willing to do so. 

“Bob,” who will make $7.4 mil¬ 
lion this year, has been incon¬ 
sistent (19-14) and not played to 
the level that earned him honors 
as the NHL’s top goalie after the 


2012-13 and 2016-17 seasons. He 
received a high-profile rebuke 
from the team and was suspended 
for a game for an unspecified in¬ 
cident after coach John Tortorella 
pulled him in the third period of a 
4-0 loss to Tampa Bay on Jan. 8. 
Although Bobrovsky apologized 
to the team, it’s not likely the situ¬ 
ation helped him want to stay. 

Tortorella has acknowledged 
that he’s given Bobrovsky’s 
backup, Joonas Korpisalo, more 
playing time this season because 
of the uncertainty over Bob’s fu¬ 
ture. The 24-year-old Finn has 
responded with a 9-3 record and a 
goals-against average of 2.95, not 
far off Bobrovsky’s 2.91. “Korpi” 
already has played in more games 
than in all of last season. 

“I was prepared for that,” Bo¬ 
brovsky said of the additional 
starts for his backup. “Every 
season brings some challenges, it 
doesn’t matter what kind of situ¬ 
ation. There will be tough times, 
there will be fun times. It’s a long 
season.” 


Panarin, 27, was traded to Co¬ 
lumbus before last season and 
added critical scoring punch, 
setting career and franchise 
highs in points (27) and assists 
(55). “Bread” is playing his best 
hockey lately and is on track for a 
100-point season. Linemates Cam 
Atkinson and Pierre Luc-Dubois 
have been terrific, too. 

Panarin gives few interviews in 
English but seems unfazed by all 
the noise over his contract situa¬ 
tion. He is not sure he wants to be 
in Columbus for the long haul. 

A couple of billboards have 
gone up in Columbus in hopes of 
persuading Panarin to stay, in¬ 
cluding one from a distillery of¬ 
fering him free vodka for life if 
he re-signs. He has had some fun 
with the offers on social media 
but hasn’t tipped his hand on 
which way he is leaning. 

“I don’t think he knows what 
he’s going to do,” Tortorella said. 
“But we can’t do anything about 
that. We’ve just got to keep going 
about our business.” 
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COLLEGE BASKETBALL 


Cline, Purdue knock off No. 6 Michigan State 


By Michael Marot 

Associated Press 

WEST LAFAYETTE, Ind. — 
First, Purdue took a page from 
Michigan State’s playbook. 

Then Nojel Eastern rewrote 
the script. 

Ryan Cline scored 17 points 
and Eastern overcame his sea¬ 
son-long free throw troubles by 
making six straight down the 
stretch to help the Boilermakers 
fend off a frantic late charge and 
hang on for a 73-63 upset Sunday 
over the sixth-ranked Spartans. 

“They kind of get down six or 
20 (in road games) and they have 
you right where they want you,” 
coach Matt Painter said, refer¬ 
ring to the Spartans’ proclivity to 
come back. “You’re nervous the 
whole damn time. I was nervous 
till 30 seconds (left).” 

With good reason, too. 

Purdue opened with a 19- 
6 run, extended the margin to 
23 midway through the second 
half before nearly giving it all 
away during a drought in which 
it missed eight straight shots. 
Michigan State took advantage 
by going on a 24-5 run to cut the 
deficit to 60-56 with 5:14 to play. 

But just when it looked like the 
Boilermakers (14-6, 7-2 Big Ten) 
might crack. Eastern, a 50 percent 
free-throw shooter, was fouled 
three times in a row. He made all 
six to give the Boilermakers a 71- 
60 lead with 2:35 left. 



Michael Conroy/AP 


Purdue guard Ryan Cline, left, shoots over Michigan State forward 
Gabe Brown during the second half of Sunday’s game in West 
Lafayette, Ind. The Boilermakers upset the No. 6 Spartans 73-63. 


Michigan State (18-3, 9-1) had 
three significant winning streaks 
end — a 13-game streak that 
dated to November, a 21-game 
regular-season streak against 
conference foes and a 12-game 
road streak in league play. 

To coach Tom Izzo, the obvious 
was difference: Purdue played 
better defense, was better in the 
paint and had a better supporting 
cast. 

“The stars didn’t beat us in 
the first half, the bench did and 
that’s a great tribute to Purdue 
and what they’re doing with the 
development of their bench,” 
he said. “Our ineptness on the 
boards was probably the differ¬ 
ence in the game.” 

Purdue had a 42-33 rebounding 
edge including 16-9 on the offen¬ 
sive end. The Boilermakers have 
won four in a row and 12 straight 
at home. 

Preseason All-American Cars- 
en Edwards scored just 14 points. 
He was averaging 24.7. 

But the Boilermakers made 
up for it by getting five three- 
pointers and four assists from 
Cline, three threes and 11 points 
from Aaron Wheeler, 10 points 
and eight rebounds from Matt 
Haarms. Edwards had four re¬ 
bounds, three assists and three 
steals and Eastern wound up 
with 12 points — the last six at 
the line. 

“You know if he misses a cou¬ 
ple front ends there, you’re in a 


different position and you have a 
different feeling,” Painter said. 

Cassius Winston had 23 points, 
seven rebounds and eight assists 
to lead the Spartans. Matt Mc- 
Quaid had 12 points in a game 
Michigan State never took the 
lead. 

Despite shooting poorly and 
getting beat at their own game, 
the Spartans showed why they 
are one of America’s best teams. 
Sure, they’re now tied with Mich¬ 
igan for the conference lead. And 
yes, they’ll fall in the polls after 
this loss but it shouldn’t be a pre¬ 
cipitous drop. 

The Boilermakers have been 
playing good basketball for a 
while — and now they have the 
signature win they needed to seal 
the perception. By getting key 
contributions out of Edwards’ 
supporting cast, they moved 
within a game of the Big Ten lead 
and should reappear in the Top 
25 soon. 

Michigan State suffered its 
first loss in 61 days after posting 
an average victory margin of 16.8 
points. The Spartans scored 19 
points in the first half, surpassing 
their previous low mark for scor¬ 
ing in a half They had 28 in the 
second half at Florida on Dec. 8. 

The Boilermakers now have 
12 wins against top 10 teams at 
Mackey Arena, with seven of 
those coming against Michigan 
State. 


Top 25 roundup 


No. 17 Houston pulls away late against Tulsa for 20tli win 


Associated Press 

TULSA, Okla. — Nate Hinton and No. 17 
Houston heated up in a hurry. 

Hinton hit a tough three-pointer as the 
Cougars broke away late in the first half, 
becoming the first Division I men’s team to 
reach 20 wins this season by beating Tulsa 
77-65 Sunday. 

Armoni Brooks scored 22 points, includ¬ 
ing six three-pointers, for the Cougars (20- 
1, 7-1 American Athletic Conference). 

After a fairly even first half, Houston 
made four three-pointers in a two-minute 
burst to grab a 33-21 lead. Hinton had a 
contested three and a pair of free throws in 
the final minute as the Cougars increased 
their lead to 45-29 at the break. 


“We can do that,” Houston coach Kelvin 
Sampson said. “We’ve got guys who can re¬ 
ally shoot it.” 

Fabian White had 14 points and Hinton 
came off the bench to add 13. Chris Har¬ 
ris Jr. had 10 rebounds and Brady Breaon 
nine. 

“Our young guys are really coming on,” 
Sampson said. “When they play and prac¬ 
tice that hard, you’ve got to reward them. 
Hinton did a really nice job tonight.” 

DaQuan Jeffries led Tulsa (12-9, 2-7) 
with 17 points as the Hurricane lost for the 
fifth time in six games. 

No. 18 Villanova 80, Seton Hall 52: 
Phil Booth hit seven three-pointers and 
scored 25 points, helping the host Wildcats 
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to their eighth consecutive victory. 

Villanova (16-4, 7-0 Big East) made 17 
threes and is rolling toward another con¬ 
ference crown under coach Jay Wright. 
The national champions still have some 
kinks to work out to become a deep threat 
in March — namely, finding a third scorer 
— but again should be a low single-digit 
seed in the NCAA Tournament. 

The Pirates (12-8, 3-5) remain 0-for- 
Nova on the road since 1994. The Wildcats 
have won 17 straight games on their home 
court against Seton Hall (15-0 Pavilion; 
2-0 Wells Fargo Center) and were never 
threatened in this one. 

Myles Cale led Seton Hall with 14 points. 
The Pirates shot 35 percent from the floor. 


Minnesota 92, No. 19 Iowa 87: Jor¬ 
dan Murphy and Amir Coffey each scored 
23 points to help the host Golden Gophers 
hang on for the win. 

Freshman Gabe Kalscheur had 19 
points, his most in a Big Ten game, to help 
push Minnesota (15-5,5-4) past the Hawk- 
eyes (16-5,5-5) into sixth place in a crowd¬ 
ed conference race despite late free-throw 
struggles that nearly derailed their upset. 

Luka Garza matched his career high 
with 25 points and Isaiah Moss pitched in 
23 points on 6-for-lO shooting from three- 
point range, but the Hawkeyes didn’t 
bounce back with much energy from their 
15-point loss at home to sixth-ranked 
Michigan State three nights earlier. 
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LM Otero/AP 


Raptors forward Kawhi Leonard defends Mavericks forward Luka 
Doncic during the first half Sunday in Dailas. Toronto won 123-120. 

Roundup 


Leonard spoils 
Doncic's big night 


Associated Press 

DALLAS — Even as a 19-year- 
old rookie, Dallas’ Luka Doncic 
continues to make his case for an 
NBA All-Star spot. 

Kawhi Leonard is already one, 
and came through to spoil Doncic’s 
career-best game Sunday night. 

Leonard, voted last week to 
start the All-Star Game for the 
third time, scored 33 points to 
help the Toronto Raptors over¬ 
come a triple-double from the 
Dallas rookie in a 123-120 win 
over the Mavericks. 

Doncic, who will turn 20 on 
Feb. 28, finished with a career- 
high 35 points, 12 rebounds and 
10 assists to become the first 
teenager in NBA history with two 
triple-doubles. 

However, he and his teammates 
faltered down the stretch, losing a 
seven-point, fourth-quarter lead 
after coming back from 12 down 
at halftime. 

“For me, what matters is the 
victory,” Doncic said. “[The tri¬ 
ple-double] was special for sure, 
but it would be even more if we 
got the win.” 

Pascal Siakam’s three-point 
play snapped a 108-all tie with 
3:56 remaining as the Raptors re¬ 
covered from a poor third quar¬ 
ter and a 92-85 deficit early in the 
fourth. 

Danny Green’s floater in the 
lane extended Toronto’s lead to 
116-112 with 1:34 remaining. 
Harrison Barnes missed two 
critical free throws for the Mav¬ 
ericks, and Leonard scored on a 
driving lay-up and then convert¬ 
ed a free throw after a turnover 
by Doncic. The Raptors iced the 
game at the line. 

Thunder 118, Bucks 112: 
Paul George had 36 points and 
13 rebounds, and host Oklahoma 
City beat Milwaukee for its fifth 
straight victory. 

Russell Westbrook had 13 
points, 13 rebounds and 11 assists 
for his 16th triple-double of the 
season and No. 120 for his career. 
Jerami Grant added 16 points. 


helping the Thunder knock off the 
team with the NBA’s best record. 

Giannis Antetokounmpo had 
27 points and 18 rebounds for 
Milwaukee, and Khris Middleton 
added 22 points. 

Rockets 103, Magic 98: 
James Harden scored 40 points, 
and host Houston rallied for the 
win in Chris Paul’s return from a 
hamstring injury. 

Houston trailed by as many 
as 16. The game was tied with 
about 75 seconds left when a 
three-pointer by Harden put the 
Rockets up 98-95. Terrence Ross 
missed a three on the other end 
and Harden added a step-back 
jumper with 30 seconds left. 

Jazz 125, Timberwolves 111: 
Donovan Mitchell had 29 points 
for surging Utah, and Ricky 
Rubio added 18 points and eight 
assists for the visitors. 

Spurs 132, Wizards 119: La- 
Marcus Aldridge had 30 points, 
nine rebounds and six assists, 
powering host San Antonio to the 
victory. 

Clippers 122, Kings 108: 

Montrezl Harrell scored 25 points, 
and the host Clippers earned their 
third consecutive win. 

Tobias Harris added 18 points 
for Los Angeles, which was 
coming off a 3-1 road trip. Lou 
Williams had 12 points and 10 

Heat 106, Knicks 97: Wayne 
Ellington scored each of his 19 
points in the second half, and 
the Heat handed the host Knicks 
their ninth straight loss. 

Miami had seven players score 
in double figures in its second 
straight win. Dwyane Wade had 
15 points and 10 assists. 

Cavaliers 104, Bulls 101: 
Jordan Clarkson and Alec Burks 
each scored 18 points, and the 
visiting Cavaliers ended a six- 
game losing streak. 

lakers 116, suns 102: Ivica 
Zubac and Kentavious Caldwell- 
Pope each scored 24 points and 
the short-handed host Lakers led 
throughout. 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 


Toronto 
Philadelphia 
Boston 
Brooklyn 
New York 

Miami 

Charlotte 

Washington 

Orlando 

Atlanta 

Milwaukee 

Indiana 

Detroit 

Chicago 

Cleveland 


Pet GB 

37 15 .712 - 

32 18 .640 ■ 

30 19 .612 

27 23 .540 

10 38 .208 

Southeast Division 

24 24 .500 


SVi 


23 25 .479 


21 


I .429 3'/2 


__ 30 .400 _ 

15 33 .313 9 

Centrai Division 

35 13 .729 - 

32 16 .667 3 

21 27 .438 14 

11 39 .220 25 

10 41 .196 26'/2 


Western Conference 

Southwest Division 


Pet GB 

29 20 .592 - 

29 22 .569 1 

22 27 .449 7 

" 28 .440 7'/2 

30 .400 9'/2 


Houston 
San Antonio 
Dallas 

New Orleans 

Memphis -- -- . 

Northwest Division 

Denver 33 15 .688 - 

Oklahoma City 31 18 .633 2'/2 

Portland 31 20 .608 3'/2 

Utah 29 22 .569 5'/2 

Minnesota 24 26 .480 10 

Pacific Division 

Golden State 35 14 .714 - 

L.A. Clippers 28 22 .560 7'/2 

L.A. Lakers 26 24 .520 9'/2 

Sacramento 25 25 .500 IQVi 

Phoenix 11 41 .212 25'/2 

Sunday’s games 
Cleveland 104, Chicago 101 
L.A. Clippers 122, Sacramento 108 
Oklahoma City 118, Milwaukee 112 
Houston 103, Orlando 98 
San Antonio 132, Washington 119 
Toronto 123, Dallas 120 
Utah 125, Minnesota 111 
Miami 106, New York 97 
L.A. Lakers 116, Phoenix 102 
Monday’s games 
Golden State at Indiana 
New York at Charlotte 
Brooklyn at Boston 
Denver at Memphis 
Atlanta at L.A. Clippers 

Tuesday’s games 
Milwaukee at Detroit 
Oklahoma City at Orlando 
Washington at Cleveland 
Chicago at Brooklyn 
New Orleans at Houston 
Phoenix at San Antonio 
Philadelphia at L.A. Lakers 
Wednesday’s games 
Charlotte at Boston 
Chicago at Miami 
Dallas at New York 
Denver at New Orleans 
Indiana at Washington 
Memphis at Minnesota 
Atlanta at Sacramento 
Utah at Portland 


Sunday 

Lakers 116, Suns 102 

PHOENIX - Bridges 5-9 3-4 16, Jackson 
4-15 4-5 12, Bender 2-4 1-1 5, Okobo 2-6 
0-0 4, Booker 9-18 3-3 21, Oubre Jr. 4-14 
7-8 17, Terry 2-4 1-2 5, Holmes 3-5 6-7 12, 
Crawford 2-7 2-2 7, Daniels 1-3 0-0 3. To¬ 
tals 34-85 27-32 102. 

L.A. LAKERS - Ingram 9-11 3-6 22, 
Beasley 4-12 0-0 8, Zubac 9-16 6-7 24, 
Rondo 4-9 0-0 8, Caldwell-Pope 9-17 2-2 
24, Mykhailiuk 0-5 0-0 0, McGee 2-4 1-3 5, 
Wagner 1-1 0-0 3, Caruso 0-0 0-0 0, Hart 
2-4 0-0 5, Stephenson 7-10 0-0 17. Totals 
47-89 12-18 116. 

Phoenix 27 26 28 21-102 

L.A. Lakers 31 34 25 26-116 

Three-point goals—Phoenix 7-26 
(Bridges 3-6, Oubre Jr. 2-6, Daniels 1- 
3, Crawford 1-4, Booker 0-1, Bender 0- 
2, Okobo 0-2, Jackson 0-2), L.A. 10-23 
(Caldwell-Pope 4-9, Stephenson 3-5, In¬ 
gram 1-1, Wagner 1-1, Hart 1-3, Rondo 0- 
1, Mykhailiuk 0-3). Fouled Out—Ingram, 
Zubac. Rebounds—Phoenix 40 (Holmes 
10), L.A. 41 (Zubac 16). Assists—Phoenix 
19 (Booker 6), L.A. 28 (Rondo 11). Total 
Fouls—Phoenix 20, L.A. 30. Technicals— 
Booker. A-18,997 (18,997). 


Heat 106, Knicks 97 

MIAMI - J.Johnson 6-13 0-0 13, Win¬ 
slow 4-9 1-2 11, Whiteside 6-10 1-2 13, 
Richardson 3-10 4-4 12, Ellington 6-13 3-3 
19, Jones Jr. 0-0 0-0 0, Olynyk 5-6 0-0 11, 
Adebayo 3-7 3-3 9, Waiters 1-4 0-0 3, Wade 
5-12 4-4 15, McGruder 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 39- 
84 16-18 106. 

NEW YORK - Knox 2-6 0-0 4, Thomas 

1- 2 2-2 4, Vonleh 1-5 0-0 2, Ntilikina 3-6 0-0 
6, Hardaway Jr. 7-16 6-6 22, Hezonj'a 4-10 
3-4 12, M.Robinson 3-5 0-2 6, Burke 7-16 1- 
116, Trier 3-8 4-4 11, Lee 0-1 0-0 0, Dotson 
5-9 2-5 14. Totals 36-84 18-24 97. 

Miami 25 27 29 25-106 

New York 26 32 12 27- 97 

Three-point goals—Miami 12-33 (El¬ 
lington 4-11, Winslow 2-3, Richardson 

2- 5, Olynyk 1-2, Wade 1-2, Waiters 1-3, 
J.Johnson 1-6, Adebayo 0-1), New York 7- 
26 (Dotson 2-5, Hardaway Jr. 2-7, Trier 1-2, 
Burke 1-3, Hezonja 1-4, Lee 0-1, Ntilikina 
0-1, Knox 0-1, Vonleh 0-2). Rebounds—Mi¬ 
ami 46 (Whiteside 16), New York 39 (Von¬ 
leh 9). Assists-Miami 26 (Wade 10), New 
York 22 (Hardaway Jr. 5). Total Fouls—Mi¬ 
ami 24, New York 20. Technicals—Miami 
coach Heat (Defensive three second). 
New York coach Knicks (Defensive three 
second). A-18,852 (19,812). 



Sue Ogrocki/AP 


Thunder forward Paul Geoi^e 
celebrates a dunk against the 
Bucks on Sunday in Oklahoma 
City. George scored 36 points 
as the Thunder won 118-112. 


Raptors 123, Mavericks 120 

TORONTO - Leonard 10-23 10-11 33, 
Siakam 4-11 5-5 14, Ibaka 3-9 5-8 11, Low¬ 
ry 5-14 4-4 19, Green 4-6 0-0 10, Anunoby 

2- 4 0-0 5, N.Powell 2-3 4-4 9, Monroe 0-0 
0-0 0, VanVIeet 4-9 2-2 13, Wright 3-4 2-4 
9. Totals 37-83 32-38 123. 

DALLAS - Matthews 3-9 4-5 12, Barnes 

3- 11 7-9 14, Jordan 2-4 7-9 11, Smith Jr. 
6-16 0-0 13, Doncic 14-24 4-6 35, Finney- 
Smith 6-9 0-2 13, Kleber 0-2 0-0 0, Nowit- 
zki 2-2 1-3 7, D.Powell 4-5 0-0 8, Brunson 

2- 2 0-0 4, Harris 0-3 0-0 0, Broekhoff 1-1 
0-0 3. Totals 43-88 23-34 120. 

Toronto 38 32 15 38-123 

Dallas 32 26 30 32-120 

Three-point goals—Toronto 17-34 
(Lowry 5-10, VanVIeet 3-4, Leonard 3- 
8, Green 2-3, N.Powell 1-1, Wright 1-1, 
Anunoby 1-3, Siakam 1-3, Ibaka 0-1), Dal¬ 
las 11-36 (Doncic 3-9, Nowitzki 2-2, Mat¬ 
thews 2-8, Broekhoff 1-1, Finney-Smith 
1-3, Barnes 1-4, Smith Jr. 1-6, Harris 
0-1, Kleber 0-2). Fouled Out—None. Re¬ 
bounds—Toronto 44 (Ibaka 11), Dallas 43 
(Doncic 12). Assists—Toronto 24 (Lowry 
9), Dallas 25 (Doncic 10). Total Fouls—To¬ 
ronto 27, Dallas 29. Technicals—Toronto 
coach Raptors (Defensive three second) 
3, Leonard, Smith Jr. A-20,308 (19,200). 

Jazz 125, Timberwolves 111 

UTAH - Ingles 5-11 3-3 15, Favors 5-8 
0-1 11, Gobert 7-8 3-6 17, Rubio 8-14 1-1 
18, Mitchell 10-22 7-10 29, O’Neale 1-4 0-0 
2, Crowder 5-10 0-0 15, Cavanaugh 0-1 0-0 
0, Niang 2-2 0-0 5, Korver 3-6 4-4 13, Allen 
0-0 0-0 0, Mitrou-Long 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 46- 
86 18-25 125. 

MINNESOTA - Wiggins 13-23 6-7 35, 
Gibson 2-4 0-0 4, Towns 6-10 7-8 22, Bay¬ 
less 6-13 3-4 19, Okogie 1-10 0-0 3, Deng 
5-6 2-2 15, Saric 1-4 0-0 3, Dieng 2-3 2-2 8, 
Terrell 1-4 0-0 2. Totals 37-77 20-23 111. 

Utah 25 28 37 35-125 

Minnesota 22 28 35 26-111 

Three-point goals—Utah 15-39 
(Crowder 5-10, Korver 3-5, Ingles 2-6, 
Mitchell 2-6, Niang 1-1, Favors 1-2, Rubio 

1- 5, Cavanaugh 0-1, O’Neale 0-3), Minne¬ 
sota 17-36 (Bayless 4-6, Towns 3-4, Deng 

3- 4, Wiggins 3-8, Dieng 2-2, Saric 1-4, Ok¬ 
ogie 1-6, Terrell 0-2). Fouled Out—None. 
Rebounds-Utah 36 (Favors 11), Min¬ 
nesota 35 (Saric 11). Assists—Utah 30 
(Rubio 8), Minnesota 22 (Towns 7). Total 
Fouls—Utah 17, Minnesota 22. Techni- 
cals-Towns. A-14,542 (19,356). 

Rockets 103, Magic 98 

ORLANDO — Isaac 3-9 1-1 7, A.Gordon 
9-18 2-3 23, Vucevic 8-19 3-4 19, Augustin 
3-9 2-7 10, Fournier 8-16 0-0 18, Bamba 0-2 
0-0 0, Simmons 1-5 0-0 2, Ross 6-16 0-0 15, 
Grant 1-3 2-2 4. Totals 39-97 10-17 98. 

HOUSTON - E.Gordon 6-14 0-0 16, 
Tucker 2-5 0-0 5, Faried 5-9 2-5 12, Paul 4-8 

2- 2 12, Harden 14-27 8-9 40, Ennis III 1-1 2- 
2 4, Nene 2-3 0-0 4, Green 2-6 1-3 6, Rivers 
2-7 0-0 4. Totals 38-80 15-21 103. 

Orlando 34 27 21 16- 98 

Houston 18 35 21 29-103 

Three-point goals—Orlando 10-35 
(A.Gordon 3-8, Ross 3-10, Fournier 2-4, 
Augustin 2-6, Simmons 0-1, Vucevic 0- 
2, Isaac 0-2, Grant 0-2), Houston 12-36 
(E.Gordon 4-8, Harden 4-12, Paul 2-5, 
Tucker 1-3, Green 1-4, Rivers 0-4). Re¬ 
bounds—Orlando 56 (Vucevic 17), Hous¬ 
ton 39 (Harden 11). Assists—Orlando 
23 (Vucevic, Grant 5), Houston 20 (Paul, 
Harden 6). Total Fouls—Orlando 18, 
Houston 19. Technicals—Orlando coach 
Magic (Defensive three second), Hous¬ 
ton coach Rockets (Defensive three sec¬ 
ond). A-18,055 (18,500). 


Thunder 118, Bucks 112 

MILWAUKEE - Middleton 8-15 3-4 22, 
Antetokounmpo 8-22 8-12 27, Lopez 6-7 2- 
3 19, Bledsoe 5-14 0-0 11, Brogdon 7-14 3-4 
18, Wilson 0-2 0-2 0, Ilyasova 0-2 0-0 0, Hill 

1- 3 0-0 2, Snell 2-5 3-3 8, Brown 2-7 0-0 5. 
Totals 39-91 19-28 112. 

OKLAHOMA CITY - George 12-21 4-6 
36, Grant 5-10 5-8 16, Adams 7-10 0-2 14, 
Westbrook 5-20 1-2 13, Ferguson 6-10 0-2 
15, Nader 2-4 0-0 4, Patterson 0-1 0-0 0, 
Noel 3-7 0-0 6, Schroder 4-114-5 14. Totals 
44-94 14-25 118. 

Milwaukee 25 17 37 33-112 

Oklahoma City 31 25 33 29-118 

Three-point goals—Milwaukee 15-37 
(Lopez 5-6, Antetokounmpo 3-5, Middle- 
ton 3-7, Brown 1-2, Snell 1-3, Bledsoe 1-4, 
Brogdon 1-5, Wilson 0-1, Hill 0-2, Ilyasova 
0-2), Oklahoma City 16-32 (George 8-12, 
Ferguson 3-5, Schroder 2-4, Westbrook 

2- 5, Grant 1-3, Patterson 0-1, Nader 0-2). 
Fouled Out—Brogdon. Rebounds—Mil¬ 
waukee 49 (Antetokounmpo 18), Okla¬ 
homa City 52 (George, Westbrook 13). 
Assists—Milwaukee 22 (Middleton 6), 
Oklahoma City 29 (Westbrook 11). Total 
Fouls—Milwaukee 22, Oklahoma City 21. 
A-18,203 (18,203). 

Clippers 122, Kings 108 

SACRAMENTO - Shumpert5-13 3-4 16, 
Bj'elica 1-6 0-0 3, Cauley-Stein 2-5 5-6 9, 
Fox 8-16 4-5 21, Hield 6-17 2-2 16, Jackson 
0-4 0-0 0, Giles III 2-5 0-0 4, Bagley III 5-10 
4-4 14, Ferrell 3-4 0-0 6, Bogdanovic 5-13 
8-9 19. Totals 37-93 26-30 108. 

L.A. CLIPPERS - Bradley 4-8 2-2 12, 
Harris 6-17 4-4 18, Gortat 2-3 0-0 4, Gil- 
geous-Alexander 5-9 7-7 17, Beverley 5- 
10 2-2 16, Harrell 11-13 3-4 25, Motley 2-3 
2-3 6, Scott 3-4 0-0 8, Robinson 2-5 0-0 4, 
Wallace 0-0 0-0 0, L.Williams 2-16 7-7 12. 
Totals 42-88 27-29 122. 

Sacramento 21 30 25 32-108 

L.A. Clippers 34 33 20 35-122 

Three-point goals—Sacramento 8-36 
(Shumpert 3-9, Hield 2-7, Bjelica 1-3, Fox 

1- 4, Bogdanovic 1-7, Cauley-Stein 0-1, 
Bagley III 0-2, Jackson 0-3), L.A. Clippers 
11-29 (Beverley 4-5, Scott 2-2, Bradley 

2- 3, Harris 2-8, L.Williams 1-7, Gilgeous- 
Alexander 0-1, Robinson 0-3). Fouled 
Out—None. Rebounds—Sacramento 44 
(Cauley-Stein 12), L.A. Clippers 52 (Bev¬ 
erley 10). Assists—Sacramento 18 (Hield 
5), L.A. Clippers 35 (L.Williams 10). Total 
Fouls—Sacramento 26, L.A. Clippers 28. 
A-19,068 (18,997). 


Cavaiiers 104, Buiis 101 

CLEVELAND - Hood 5-13 2-2 14, Os¬ 
man 6-17 3-4 17, Zizic 4-11 0-0 8, Sexton 
3-10 0-0 7, Burks 6-13 3-4 18, Nance Jr. 0-4 
0-0 0, Adel 2-3 0-0 6, Frye 0-1 0-0 0, Del- 
lavedova 5-9 4-4 16, Clarkson 8-11 1-1 18. 
Totals 39-92 13-15 104. 

CHICAGO - Selden 6-8 0-0 15, Mark- 
kanen 6-15 5-5 21, Lopez 7-11 2-4 16, Dunn 
2-8 2-2 6, LaVine 6-17 5-5 17, Parker 4-6 
0-1 8, Portis 4-11 0-0 9, Arcidiacono 2-5 0- 
0 5, Harrison 0-1 0-0 0, Blakeney 2-6 0-0 4. 
Totals 39-88 14-17 101. 

Cleveland 27 24 28 25-104 

Chicago 29 24 26 22-101 

Three-point goals—Cleveland 13-34 
(Burks 3-7, Adel 2-2, Hood 2-5, Dellavedo- 
va 2-6, Osman 2-8, Sexton 1-2, Clarkson 
1-3, Nance Jr. 0-1), Chicago 9-26 (Mark- 
kanen 4-7, Selden 3-4, Arcidiacono 1-3, 
Portis 1-3, Parker 0-2, Dunn 0-3, LaVine 0- 
4). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Cleve¬ 
land 52 (Zizic 14), Chicago 47 (Markkanen 
15). Assists—Cleveland 26 (Clarkson 6), 
Chicago 22 (Dunn 7). Total Fouls—Cleve¬ 
land 13, Chicago 17. A-19,675 (20,917). 


Spurs 132, Wizards 119 

WASHINGTON - Ariza 6-17 4-6 20, 
Green 5-10 2-2 15, Bryant 5-7 4-6 15, Sa- 
toransky 8-13 3-4 21, Beal 8-20 2-3 21, 
Brown Jr. 1-3 1-2 3, Porter Jr. 5-13 0-0 13, 
McRae 0-2 0-0 0, Randle 2-4 5-6 11. Totals 
40-89 21-29 119. 

SAN ANTONIO - Gay 5-11 1-2 11, Al¬ 
dridge 12-216-6 30, Gasol 1-4 2-2 5, Forbes 
6-9 0-0 16, White 6-7 4-4 16, Pondexter 0-0 
0-0 0, Cunningham 0-0 0-0 0, Metu 0-2 1- 
2 1, Bertans 8-11 0-0 21, Poeltl 2-3 0-1 4, 
Mills 5-9 2-2 15, Belinelli 4-7 2-2 13, Walker 
IV 0-2 0-0 0. Totals 49-86 18-21 132. 
Washington 26 43 17 33-119 

San Antonio 36 34 29 33-132 

Three-point goals—Washington 18-46 
(Ariza 4-12, Green 3-7, Beal 3-8, Porter Jr. 
3-8, Satoransky 2-4, Randle 2-4, Bryant 1- 
2, Brown Jr. 0-1), San Antonio 16-34 (Ber¬ 
tans 5-8, Forbes 4-7, Mills 3-6, Belinelli 
3-6, Gasol 1-1, Walker IV 0-1, Aldridge 0-2, 
Gay 0-3). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds— 
Washington 32 (Bryant 10), San Antonio 
49 (Aldridge 9). Assists—Washington 32 
(Satoransky 8), San Antonio 31 (Mills 7). 
Total Fouls—Washington 18, San Antonio 
20. Technicals—Washington coach Wiz¬ 
ards (Defensive three second). A—18,354 
(18,581). 


Calendar 

Feb. 7 — Trade deadline, 3 p.m. EST. 

Feb. 16 — Three-point, slam dunk con¬ 
tests, Charlotte, N.C. 

Feb. 17 - NBA All-Star Game, Char¬ 
lotte, N.C. 

March 1 — Playoff eligibility waiver 
deadline. 

April 10 — Regular season ends. 

April 13 — Playoffs begin. 

May 14 — Draft lottery, Chicago. 

May 14-19 — Draft combine, Chicago. 

May 30 — NBA Finals begin. 

June20-NBA Draft. 
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AFC wins third 
straight Pro Bowl 



The Pelicans’ Anthony Davis’ agent said Monday the five-time All-Star has told New Orleans that he 
wants to be traded to a contending team. The NBA trade deadline is Feb. 7. 

Briefly 

Pelicans' Davis seeks trade 


Associated Press 

Anthony Davis wants out of 
New Orleans. 

And the NBA might soon see 
a blockbuster trade to come 
together. 

The five-time All-Star has told 
the Pelicans that he wants to be 
traded to a championship-con- 
tending team and will not sign 
an extension with New Orleans, 
agent Rich Paul told The Associ¬ 
ated Press on Monday. 

Davis is having the best sea¬ 
son of his career, averaging 29.3 
points and 13.3 rebounds per 
game. He’ll almost certainly be¬ 
come a six-time All-Star later this 
week when the NBA announces 
the full rosters for this year’s 
game that will be played Feb. 17 
in Charlotte. 

Now it’s unclear if Davis will be 
there as a member of the Pelicans 
or not. The trade deadline is Feb. 
7. The Pelicans did not have any 
immediate comment. They next 
play Tuesday at Houston. 

Davis’ future has long been in 
question. He’s an elite superstar 
on a team that hasn’t gotten past 
the second round of the playoffs 
since he’s been in New Orleans 
— and in four of his first six full 
seasons, the Pelicans didn’t qual¬ 
ify for the postseason at all. They 
entered Monday 13th in the West¬ 
ern Conference standings, six 
games out of the final playoff spot 
with 32 games remaining. 

His telling New Orleans that 
he wants out is the latest power 
move by a star player who wants 
to get traded, following a path 
now similar to what Kawhi Leon¬ 
ard did when he wanted to be 
traded by San Antonio and what 
Paul George did when he decided 
it was time to move on from Indi¬ 
ana. Telling the Pelicans that he 
won’t re-sign with them provides 
a blunt message: Move me, or lose 
me for nothing. 

But New Orleans, which con¬ 


trols Davis’ contract through the 
2019-20 season, has been steadfast 
for months: The Pehcans have no 
desire to move their best player, 
who is in line to sign a $240 mil¬ 
lion, five-year extension in 2020. 

“We’re not trading him,” Peli¬ 
cans coach Alvin Gentry said last 
month, one of many times he’s ad¬ 
dressed the topic. “I can say that 
to the world. We’re not going to 
trade him, no matter what. That’s 
not an option.” 

Chen repeats as US 
men’s skating champ 

DETROIT — Nathan Chen was 
skating up to collect his medal — 
gold, of course — when he tripped 
on the small carpet in front of the 
podium and nearly fell. 

So maybe he’s not perfect. 

Until then, there was hardly 
any hint of a misstep for Chen, 
who lived up to his own impres¬ 
sive standard by winning his 
third straight title at the US. 
Figure Skating Championships. 
The reigning world champion, 
Chen was the biggest star at this 
competition coming in, and he 
won the final event Sunday with 
a score of 342.22 — over 58 points 
more than runner-up Vincent 
Zhou. Jason Brown was third. 

“The score definitely took me 
by surprise,” Chen said. “It was 
a lot bigger than I was expecting, 
but ultimately scores are scores. 
I’m happy with what I did and 
hopefully I can continue to do 
that in other competitions.” 

Berhalter gets first win 
as US men’s coach 

GLENDALE, Ariz. — Gregg 
Berhalter ushered in a new era 
for the U.S. men’s national team 
with an attacking style and a new 
captain. 

A lopsided win was a great way 
to get started, even in a match 


involving mostly second- and 
third-stringers. 

Berhalter became the third U.S. 
coach in the modern era to start 
with a win, Djordje Mihailovic 
and Christian Ramirez scored in 
their national team debuts and 
the Americans beat Panama 3-0 
Sunday night in an exhibition. 

“It’s nice to put in the work 
after an extended period of time 
and get a reward for that,” Ber¬ 
halter said . “The guys should be 
proud of themselves. They really 
worked hard.” 

Walker Zimmerman also scored 
for the US., which used a roster 
of players all from Mqjor League 
Soccer and drew just 9,040, its 
smallest for a home game since 
October 2016. 

Berhalter made a surprise pick 
as captain, choosing 26-year-old 
defender Aaron Long in his third 
international appearance rather 
than 31-year-old midfielder Mi¬ 
chael Bradley in his 143rd. 

Rose holds off Scott for 
Farmers victory 

SAN DIEGO — Justin Rose 
overcame a few nervous moments 
early with enough key putts down 
the stretch for a 3-under 69 and 
a two-stroke victory over Adam 
Scott in the Farmers Insurance 
Open on Sunday. 

Rose had a three-shot lead 
shrink to a single shot with his 
third bogey in five holes to start 
the final round at Torrey Pines. 
He restored his lead, and then 
had to hold off a late charge by 
Scott, who birdied his last four 
holes for a 68. 

Rose expanded his lead at No. 1 
in the world and won for the 10th 
time on the PGA Tour. He also 
won for the 10th consecutive year 
worldwide, including his gold 
medal at the Olympics in 2016. 

Tiger Woods closed with a 67 
and tied for 20th. 


By Mark Long 
Associated Press 

ORLANDO, Fla. — The Pro 
Bowl has long been considered a 
laughable representation of the 
NFL game. 

It reached a new level of com¬ 
edy Sunday as several players 
swapped positions during the an¬ 
nual all-star game. 

Jacksonville Jaguars corner- 
back Jalen Ramsey caught a 
touchdown pass in the final min¬ 
ute, capping a dominant perfor¬ 
mance for the AFC defense in 
a 26-7 victory over the NFC in 
steady rain. It was the third con¬ 
secutive victory for the AFC, all of 
them at Camping World Stadium. 

The last two were played in 
sloppy weather, with the latest 
one also coming amid tempera¬ 
tures in the mid-50s. It was far 
from ideal conditions, raising 
speculation about the game’s fu¬ 
ture in Orlando, but fairly fitting 
considering the effort players 
provided. It was two-hand touch 
most of the day, with officials 
blowing plays dead at the slight¬ 
est hint of contact. 

“Who cares, man?” New York 
Jets safety Jamal Adams said. “At 
the end of the day, we’re like little 
kids out there just playing in the 
mud, playing in the rain.” 

Regardless of the elements, 
the AFC made the plays the NFC 
didn’t. 

Kansas City’s Patrick Mahomes 
completed an 18-yard touchdown 
pass to Indianapohs’ Eric Ebron 
on the opening possession, help¬ 
ing Mahomes earn the offensive 
Most Valuable Player award. Ma¬ 
homes pleaded with voters to give 
it to Chiefs fullback Anthony Sher¬ 
man, who caught three passes for 
92 yards and ran for a score. 

“Sherman had my vote. Sher¬ 
man had my vote,” said Ma¬ 
homes, who completed 7 of 14 
passes for 156 yards. “I thought I 
told everybody on the camera. He 
made some plays out there. For a 
fullback, we have one of the best 
in the league so I’m always happy 


to try to get him a little vote like 
that.” 

Adams, who made headlines 
for sacking the New England Pa¬ 
triots mascot during a Pro Bowl 
skills competition, was named 
the defensive MVP thanks to an 
interception and a sack. 

“It’s a great achievement, but 
the main thing was to come out 
here and get the victory,” Adams 
said. “That was the main thing, 
just to get the money, man. That’s 
what we wanted.” 

Mahomes and Adams each got 
a luxury vehicle. 

AFC players will get $67,000 
each for the victory, $8,000 more 
than the guys who lose the Super 
Bowl next week in Atlanta. The 
Pro Bowl losers will get $39,000 
each. 

The AFC defenders earned 
their share of the pot. The confer¬ 
ence allowed the NFC 148 total 
yards and 10 first downs while 
intercepting three passes and 
notching seven sacks. 

Ramsey got in on offense late, 
catching a 6-yard slant pass from 
Houston’s Deshaun Watson with 
19 seconds remaining. Los Ange¬ 
les Chargers rookie safety Der- 
win James failed to haul in the 
2-point conversion. 

“Man, me and Deshaun, that’s 
my brother from another moth¬ 
er,” Ramsey said. “We’ve been 
plotting and scheming all week, 
manifesting, and it just came 
about.” 

New York Giants running back 
Saquon Barkley, Dallas running 
back Ezekiel Elliott, Tampa Bay 
receiver Mike Evans and New 
Orleans’ Alvin Kamara all got in 
on defense for the NFC. Evans 
notched an interception. 

The AFC led 20-0 early in the 
fourth quarter, looking like it 
might record the first shutout in 
Pro Bowl history. But Dallas’ Dak 
Prescott found Atlanta’s Austin 
Hooper for a 20-yard score on 
fourth down with 9:09 remaining. 

The NFC had plenty of chances 
before that. 



Phelan Ebenhack/AP 


AFC cornerback Jalen Ramsey, of the Jacksonville Jaguars, dunks 
the foothall after scoring against the NFC during the second half of 
the NFL Pro Bowl on Sunday in Orlando, Fla. The AFC won 26-7. 
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SUPER BOWL 


Snead’s big moves pay off 

Rams’ GM bolstered roster with high-priced vets to reach title game 



Carolyn Kaster/AP 


Rams defensive tackle Ndamukong Suh sacks Saints quarterback 
Drew Brees during the first half of the NFC championship Jan. 20. 
Suh’s acquistion was part of general manager Sam Snead’s plan to 
help the franchise advance to the Super Bowl. 


By Greg Beacham 
Associated Press 

THOUSAND OAKS, Calif. 
— One year ago, general manager 
Les Snead and the Los Angeles 
Rams’ front office decided they 
had to jump through the champi¬ 
onship window that had suddenly, 
shockingly appeared before them. 

Now that they’ve landed on their 
feet in Atlanta, Snead has zero re¬ 
grets about writing the checks and 
making the commitments neces¬ 
sary for his Super Bowl-bound 
team to make that leap. 

“After winning the division last 
year, after contending last year, 
we sat back and said, ‘We definite¬ 
ly feel like we can do this, and we 
could do this consistently for a lit¬ 
tle while,”’ Snead said Wednesday. 
“I think the moves this year were 
(about saying), ‘Let’s improve. 
That wasn’t good enough.’” 

The Rams reached the play¬ 
offs last season for the first time 
in 13 years, with rookie coach 
Sean McVay leading a seven-win 
improvement for a franchise that 
hadn’t had a winning season since 
2003. 

But Los Angeles promptly lost 
its first postseason game to the 
Falcons, putting a slight damper 
on that incredible one-season 
turnaround. 

Knowing the tenuousness of 
NFL success for every team ex¬ 
cept the Patriots — and realiz¬ 
ing the impact that a Super Bowl 
run could have in the Rams’ new 


hometown — Snead decided it 
was already time to do every¬ 
thing possible to help homegrown 
stars Todd Gurley, Aaron Donald 
and Jared Goff 

“That feeling after Atlanta was 
hollow, even after the sweetness 
of the breakthrough,” said Snead, 
the genial Alabama native in 
charge of the Rams’ front office 
since 2012. 

So the Rams made several 
enormous bets on themselves, 
and every single one of them has 
paid off 

The Rams acquired defensive 
tackle Ndamukong Suh, corner- 
backs Aqib Talib and Marcus Pe¬ 
ters and edge rusher Dante Fowler 
to bolster their defense. They gave 
huge contracts to Gurley and 
Donald — and even to receiver 
Brandin Cooks, who had just been 
acquired from New England for a 
first-round pick and hadn’t even 
suited up yet for Los Angeles. 

Snead’s largely homegrown 
roster was suddenly supplement¬ 
ed by elite, high-priced veteran 
talent, and McVay’s staff made it 
all work. 

After matching the NFL’s best 
regular-season record at 13-3 and 
then beating Dallas and New Or¬ 
leans in the postseason, the Rams 
are beginning preparations for 
their trip to Atlanta to face New 
England in the Super Bowl on 
Feb. 3. 

Snead knows some of the Rams’ 
moves were greeted with raised 


eyebrows. Talib and Peters are 
well-known for their strong per¬ 
sonalities, with Peters particu¬ 
larly enduring rough patches in 
college at Washington and again 
with Kansas City. 

Yet there hasn’t been a hint 
of serious conflict in the Rams’ 
harmonious locker room. Despite 
some up-and-down performanc¬ 
es, Peters allowed the Rams to get 
past the loss of Trumaine John¬ 
son, their top cover cornerback 
last season, while Talib is a team 
captain who has been the Rams’ 
top cover man since returning 
from injury in December. 

Suh didn’t immediately have 
the dramatic effect many expect¬ 
ed after he signed for one season 
at $14 million, but he was incred¬ 
ibly disruptive in the Rams’ two 
playoff games — which also hap¬ 
pened to be the first two post¬ 
season victories of his nine-year 
NFL career. 

Snead gives much of the credit 
to McVay and defensive coordina¬ 
tor Wade Phillips, but he also isn’t 
surprised. 

“We always say around here 
that we’re not collecting talent,” 
Snead said. “We’re building a 
team, and there’s more to team 
than just a skillset on the football 
field. I like to say, ‘You can’t bring 
someone in that’s going to be a 
toothache.’ ... And also, our cul¬ 
ture can lead to them thriving.” 

The Rams’ bets on continuing 
excellence from Donald and Gur¬ 


ley paid off with outstanding sea¬ 
sons from both stars. Cooks also 
lived up to his five-year, $81 mil- 
hon extension from July, racking 
up 80 catches for a career-best 
1,204 yards receiving. 

The Rams acquired Fowler 
from Jacksonville during the 
season, and his effectiveness has 
steadily increased, culminating in 
two strong playoff games against 
Dak Prescott and Drew Brees. 

Snead had one clever move left 
for the winter, signing veteran 
running back C.J. Anderson last 
month after Gurley was slowed 
by a knee injury. Anderson had 
been released by three teams in 
the previous eight months, but 
the compact back immediately 
delivered three consecutive 100- 
yard rushing games. 

Snead is quick to point out one 
important factor in the Rams’ 


recent moves: Goff is still on his 
rookie contract, which frees up a 
large chunk of Los Angeles’ pay¬ 
roll that would otherwise be given 
to a franchise quarterback, as the 
third-year pro appears to be. 

“That gives you some flexibihty 
within the budget to do some other 
things,” Snead said. “The goal is 
also to continue being sustainable 
when you do have to maybe give 
Jared a raise in due time.” 

Snead isn’t ready to reflect 
fully on the success of his moves 
— not while he’s still spending 
several hours a day preparing for 
the draft and free agency. 

“All that’s done now is (to) put 
you in a spot where you’ve got 
an opportunity to go get a big¬ 
ger trophy, and that’s the focus,” 
said Snead, who spent his forma¬ 
tive front-office years with the 
Falcons. 


Tricks just part of the game for Rams’ special teams 


By Greg Beacham 
Associated Press 

THOUSAND OAKS, Calif. — Johnny 
Hekker, Greg Zuerlein and Jake McQuaide 
have a ritual during the Los Angeles Rams’ 
flights home from road victories. While 
their teammates celebrate up front in the 
first-class section, the Rams’ punter, kicker 
and long snapper stay out of the way by re¬ 
treating to the front row of the coach cabin. 

The modesty is admirable, but those big 
guys living it up in the large seats real¬ 
ize what they owe to the specialists in the 
back — and to the coach whose pursuit of 
special-teams perfection and trickery has 
been a huge asset to the Rams on their way 
to the Super Bowl. 

John Fassel’s fingerprints were all over 
the Rams’ NFC championship game vic¬ 
tory. From the flawless fake punt to the 
winning 57-yard overtime field goal, the 
players coached by Los Angeles’ formi¬ 
dable special teams coordinator made a 
m^or impact on that 26-23 win in New 
Orleans. 

“It’s a big boost,” coach Sean McVay 
said. “It enables you to be more aggressive 
because of the confidence you have.” 

Fassel, the Rams’ interim head coach for 
three games in 2016, strives to make sure 
the entire team is invested in the success 
of the Rams’ special teams. He is eagerly 
backed by McVay, who kept Fassel on staff 
two years ago after replacing him in the 
top job. 

“It’s a super-big source of pride for me, 
because it’s my job, but I also love it,” Fas¬ 
sel said. “I just try to let them know it’s pro- 



JOHN Bazemore/AP 


The Rams’ Greg Zuerlein is congratulated 
by Johnny Hekker after making the game¬ 
winning field goal during overtime of the 
NFC championship. Hekker and Zuerlein 
have played big parts in Los Angeles’ 
success running trick plays. 

fessional football, but it’s still a lot of fun, 
and you are important.” 

Fassel doesn’t know whether the Rams 
have more trick plays in their special-teams 
repertoire than other teams, or whether 
they’re simply just better at executing those 
deceptive game-changers. He smiles, but 
refuses to say whether the Rams will cook 
up anything special for the Super Bowl. 

“Our repertoire of fakes depends on 
the game, really,” Fassel said. “You could 
have none in, you could have four in. It 
depends.” 


The Rams’ specialists are among the 
NFL’s best groups, with Zuerlein’s boom¬ 
ing leg particularly standing out. Hekker, 
Zuerlein and McQuaide all made the Pro 
Bowl last season. 

But Los Angeles’ capacity for trick plays 
largely depends on Hekker, a former high 
school quarterback with a strong passing 
arm. His ability opens up a world of pos¬ 
sibilities for Fassel — and the whole world 
got a look at that creativity early in the sec¬ 
ond quarter in New Orleans. 

Los Angeles was down 13-0 with a stag¬ 
nant offense at the Superdome before Hek¬ 
ker threw a pass to cornerback Sam Shields 
for a first down on a perfect fake punt, pro¬ 
longing the Rams’ first scoring drive. 

“It’s just our mindset that we have,” 
Hekker said. “By any means, we’re going 
to try and get something going. Sean saw 
an opportunity. We had a great matchup, 
Sam with a person one-on-one guarding 
him. Sam can stop on a dime, and we’ve 
practiced that all year, so it was just a great 
moment for us to call that.” 

Hekker is no ordinary punter: He led 
Bothell High in suburban Seattle to the 
state championship game before walking 
on at Oregon State as a punter. He is also 
Zuerlein’s holder, which means Hekker has 
been able to sling passes on fake punts or 
fake kicks since 2012 — the same year Fas¬ 
sel and Zuerlein arrived in St. Louis. 

Hekker’s career regular-season passing 
numbers would be a pretty solid half for 
Jared Goff: He is ll-for-19 for 156 yards 
and a 102.1 passer rating, including one 
touchdown. His pass in New Orleans was 
his first in a playoff game, but his fifth al¬ 


ready this season. 

“If you didn’t know any better, he looks 
like a quarterback,” McVay said. “He’s got 
a nice, natural (throwing) stroke. He can 
make big-time plays. He can do a variety of 
different things with that athleticism, not 
exclusive to throwing it, but also being able 
to run.” 

The Rams’ special teams culture per¬ 
meates the entire roster and even affects 
veterans. 

Cory Littleton first caught the coaches’ 
eye with strong special teams play, and 
he has continued to contribute this season 
even after becoming a starting linebacker. 
Littleton is the Rams’ leading tackier, but 
he earned a Pro Bowl selection this season 
as a special teams performer. 

Shields, who joined the Rams this season 
after nearly two years out of football due to 
concussions, has eagerly accepted roles on 
special teams. That’s how Shields ended up 
essentially as a receiver — the position he 
played in college at Miami before carving 
out a Pro Bowl career as a cornerback. 

“A lot of guys in here just want to do 
anything they can to help this team win,” 
Shields said. “If that’s on special teams, 
that’s great. Let’s do it.” 

Hekker, Zuerlein and McQuaide stuck 
to their tradition on the flight home from 
New Orleans. They gathered in the extend- 
ed-legroom seats in coach, quietly enjoying 
the success while their teammates lived it 
up in first class. 

“We had a lot of great conversations, just 
reliving the moments together,” Hekker 
said. “But we ended up dying down and 
watching movies by the end of it.” 
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Impact: Gronkowski coming 
alive after difficult season 


Jeff Roberson/AP 

New England Patriots middle linebacker Kyle Van Noy celebrates after sacking Kansas City Chiefs 
quarterback Patrick Mahomes during the first half of the AFC championship game in Kansas City, Mo. 


Pats' defense back on track 


New England unit 
has stabilized after 
season’s slow start 


FROM BACK PAGE 

It was an underwhelming sea¬ 
son statistically for Gronkowski, 
who contemplated retirement 
after last year’s Super Bowl loss. 
He appeared in 13 games as he 
fought through nagging back and 
ankle injuries, finishing with 47 
catches for 682 yards and three 
touchdowns. 

But Gronk did more of the 
things that don’t appear on the 
stat sheet. And he’s fine with that 
as he heads into a Super Bowl 
matchup with the Rams eyeing 
the third ring in his nine-year 
career. 

Brady said Gronkowski’s abil¬ 
ity as a blocker might be the most 
underrated part of his game. 

“He’s one of the most dominant 
blocking tight ends in the league,” 
Brady said. “He’s a threat any 
time he’s out there.” 

One of his biggest plays in the 
Patriots’ overtime victory over 
Kansas City for the AFC title 
came in the run game. 

After the Chiefs took their first 
lead. New England responded 
with a 10-play, 75-yard drive that 
ended with Gronkowski pushing 
aside Kansas City linebacker Jus¬ 
tin Houston on fourth-and-inches 
and allowing Sony Michel to jog 
into the end zone from 10 yards 
out. 

Gronk’s future beyond this sea¬ 
son is once again an open ques¬ 
tion. He will be entering the final 
season of a six-year contract in 
2019 and is scheduled to make 
about $9 million. Before the sea¬ 
son, he acknowledged he would 
like to rework the deal, and he 
skipped a voluntary offseason 
workout. He later had bonus in¬ 
centives added to his contract. 

He’d be missed if he doesn’t re¬ 


turn. After a quiet performance 
in the Patriots’ divisional playoff 
win over the Chargers, Gronkows¬ 
ki was targeted a season-high 11 
times against the Chiefs, catching 
six passes for 79 yards and com¬ 
ing up with big grabs down the 
stretch. 

Brady was 5-for-5 on third 
down in the fourth quarter and 
overtime, with two of those pass¬ 
es going to Gronkowski. Those 
catches, for 25 and 15 yards, set 
up the go-ahead and game-win¬ 
ning touchdowns. 

It was nothing new for the 29- 
year-old Gronk, who entered the 
season with 75 postseason recep¬ 
tions — the most by a tight end in 
NFL history. In the regular sea¬ 
son, he has the most TD catches 
thrown by Brady to any player 
(78). 

The Rams’ defense was the 
second-worst in the league this 
season, giving up 1,075 yards re¬ 
ceiving to opposing tight ends. It 
should mean plenty of opportuni¬ 
ties for Gronkowski to show the 
combination of size, strong hands 
and agility that has made him a 
matchup nightmare throughout 
his career. 

His chemistry with Brady 
means he knows the ball could 
always come his way, no matter 
what kind of game he’s having. 

“You’ve got to have confidence 
in each other,” Gronkowski said. 
“That’s what practice is all about. 
That’s knowing each other is 
all about. Knowing that when 
it comes to those situations and 
you’ve got to put that ball up. I’ve 
got to make the play. ... That’s 
the trust that we have with each 
other. We love playing with each 
other. Just a bond we have, to go 
out there and always be on the 
same page.” 


Michael Dwyer/AP 

New England Patriots tight end Rob Gronkowski entered the season 
with 75 postseason receptions — the most by a tight end in NFL 
history. Gronkowski was targeted a season-high 11 times against 
the Kansas City Chiefs in the AFC championship game, catching six 
passes for 79 yards. 


By Kyle Hightower 

Associated Press 

FOXBOROUGH, Mass. — It 
took an entire regular season and 
some tough losses, but the Patri¬ 
ots defense finally likes where it 
is at heading into its Super Bowl 
matchup with the Los Angeles 
Rams. 

It hasn’t been perfect, but after 
a slow start to 2018 and fighting to 
find an identity following the de¬ 
parture of defensive coordinator 
Matt Patricia, the Patriots have 
found stability for a group that 
gave up 25 or more points five 
times through its first 10 games. 

The Patriots rarely revisit the 
past, but on Wednesday lineback¬ 
er Kyle Van Noy said that part of 
their issues early on had roots in 
their Super Bowl loss to Philadel¬ 
phia last February. 

“It was just a humbling experi¬ 
ence,” Van Noy said. “I feel like 
defensively we didn’t play well, so 
it’s just humbling to go through 
that opportunity like that.” 

Over the latter part of this sea¬ 
son, the Patriots have used that 
disappointment as motivation. 

Following its bye in Week 11, 
New England’s defense held all 
but one of its final six opponents 
to 17 or fewer points. The excep¬ 
tion was a 34-33 loss at Miami, 
which ended with the Dolphins 
scoring on a wild final play. 

Last season the Patriots fin¬ 
ished fifth in the NFL, allowing 
18.5 points per game. This sea¬ 
son they were just slightly worse, 
allowing 20.3 points per game 
— seventh best in the league. 

In the playoffs they’ve had 
some of their best moments of the 
season. 

They held Philip Rivers and the 


Jeff Roberson/AP 

New England Patriots quarterback Tom Brady, left, celebrates with 
cornerback Stephen Gilmore after defeating the Chiefs for the AFC 
championship in Kansas City, Mo. 


Los Angeles Chargers to seven 
first-half points in the divisional 
round, then limited a Kansas City 
Chiefs offense that averaged a 
league-best 35.3 points during the 
regular season scoreless in the 
first half of the AFC champion¬ 
ship game. Both times it allowed 
the offense to establish a cushion 
it would need in the second half 

“I think our team has done a 
really good job of putting the last 
week behind us and focusing on 
that week that’s ahead,” Van Noy 
said. “You learn from those mis¬ 
takes whether they’re good or bad 
and you try to fix those and keep 
trying to get better and better. 
This team has done a really good 
job of it.” 

Defensive line coach Brendan 
Daly said some of it has been as 
simple as guys speaking up more 
on the field. 

“I’ve been impressed with our 
communication and those guys’ 
ability to communicate with each 
other, get everyone on the same 
page in some very critical and 
difficult situations and be effec¬ 


tive,” Daly said. “We’re going to 
have to continue to do that.” 

It’s all come together thanks 
in part to the leadership of de 
facto defensive coordinator Brian 
Flores, who took over primary 
play-calling duties this season. 

Initially he didn’t deviate much 
from the way Patricia did things. 
But he’s tried to simplify the 
scheme over the latter part of sea¬ 
son, which has helped his players 
be a lot more aggressive. 

Cornerback Stephen Gilmore 
has particularly thrived in Flores’ 
system. During the regular season 
he was second on the team with 
two interceptions, had a team-best 
20 pass defenses and recorded 
his first career sack. His efforts 
earned the seven-year veteran his 
first All-Pro team selection. 

“He’s done a great job,” Gilm¬ 
ore said of Flores. “He can be a 
friend, he can be a coach and get 
on you so he can do everything for 
you. He really cares for the play¬ 
ers. He pushes everybody every 
week and gets the best out of his 
players.” 
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Brow out? 

Five-time All-Star Davis requests 
trade from Pelicans » nba, Page 29 
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GRONK 


After tough year, Gronkowski 
making impact for Patriots 


By Kyle Hightower 

Associated Press 


FOXBOROUGH, Mass, 
ven as Rob Gronkowski turned in 
a vintage performance with his 
big grabs down the stretch in the 
AFC championship 


game, the 
veteran Patriots tight end also did plenty 
of dirty work. 

Gronk the blocker? The 
^ label didn’t fit in the past. 

• He’S a But this season, one of the 

threat best receiving tight ends 

any time history and Tom 

, , . Brady’s longtime favorite 

ne S out target made some big con- 

there. ^ tributions to the Patriots’ 

Tom Brady rejuvenated running game. 

Patriots QB, “Whatever coaches call, 
on tight end whatever plays we call ... 
Rob Gronkowski , , , . . . 

blocking, receiving, no mat¬ 
ter what is, whatever play is 
called, just got to go out there and do your 
job,” Gronkowski said. 

SEE IMPACT ON PAGE 31 
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■ Rams’ free-agent splurge 
paying dividends, Page 30 


New England Patriots 
tight end Rob Gronkowski 

Michael Dwyer/AP 


AFC wins 3rd straight Pro Bowl in iaugher» IllJIIIIIJJIjlJI 









